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To the Right Worſhipful 
and truly Religiors Eſquire, 
Mr. E. BENLOWES 
of Brent. Hall in Eſex. 

R. W. 


Wiſketh Internal, External, and 
Eternal Happineſs. 


asked, What this life was? ſaid th, 
It is nothing elſe but the Meditation 
ot Death, a man ſhould ask me, what 
time is, I think I 'might fitly anſwer thus, . 
It is nothing elfe but the Meditation of 
Ererniry, Our Life is hut a Poſting unto 
Death, and our Time a ſhort days fail un- 
to Eternity. In this Time of life we are 
as Pilgrims and Strangers, travelling to- 
wards our Cœleſtial Country, We are as - 
Sailors, bound for the Haven of Eternity. 
But we muſt run through many troubles be- 
fore we can come to our journeys end; We 
muſt fail through ſalt and bitter waters, 
and paſs through the Gulf ef Death, befere 
we can came to Land. There is a Land which 
1s called, The Land of the Living; and 

there is a Land which is called, The Land 
+ of 


T was well anſwered by him, who beingg 


The Epiſtle. 


of Horror and Deſpair : There is a two- 


fold Eternity; either of the Bleſſed, or of 


the Curſed : There is a twofold Life after 
Death; either in Eternal Joys, or Eternal 
Puniſhments, . t is good therefore in this 
ſhore life, to think upon that Life which 
never ſhall have end: I; is good whilft we 
are on the way to think upon our Journeys 
end: I; is good in Time, whil/t we are 
ſailing, to have an eye ſtill upon our Com- 
paſs, and think upon Eternity. To think 
n Eternity, is a Soveraign Preſervative, 
10 keep us — falling into Sin: To think 
wpon Kternal Joys, ſweetens the falr and bit- 
ter waters of Sorrows and Afflictions: To 
think upon Eternal Puniſhments, makes us 
not #0 ſet our hearts upon Temporal De- 
lights and Pleafures, Heaven 7s here on 
Earth in part enjoyed, whileſt we raiſe. up 
our thoughts to meditate upon it ; And Hell 
may for ever be eſcaped, if by ſerious and fre- 


6. - gquenz thoughts thereof, here in this life, we 


deſcend into it. Such thoughts as theſe 
moved Drexelius #9 write theſe CONSIDE- 
RATIONS, and me ade to tranſlate them. 
He wrote upon a general Subject; and e- 
very Man may challenge a part in it. What 
be wrote, he intended for a publick benefit; 
and ſo did I in the Tranſlation of it. I hope 
He and His ſhall find ne ver the worſe enter- 
#ainment, becauſe He is a Stranger, and 
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Dedicatory. 


come from beyond Seas. It is the bonour of our 
Nation to be kind and courteous unto Stran- 
gers. He was commended unto me by 4 Tra- 
veller, a moſt religious and learned Gentle- 
man, (be not angry with me, Mr. Benlowes, 
if I ſay, He was as like you as can be in every 
reſpe} : for indeed he was) bred and brought 
up in the Romiſh Religion, and ſent beyond 
Seas to be confirmed in it, but yet brought 
home again by divine providence and reſtored 
to his Mother the Church of England, for 
the Converſion, I hope, of many, ſingled out 
of all his kindred to be a moſt zealous Prote- 

ant; born to geod Fortunes, and yet nat 
given to Pleaſures, wedded to his Books and 
Devotions, ſpending what ſome call idle 
time in the beſt company for the edifying him- 
ſelf or others; counting nothing good which 
he poſſeſſeth, but only that which he doth good 
withal ; taking more care to lay out his mo- 
ney for the good of others, than others in lay- 
ing up money for themſelves. To conclude, A 
Gentleman of whom I may moſt truly ſay, 
That his Converſation is in Heaven, his 
Diſcourſe on things above, and his thoughts 
upon Eternity. Upon ſuch à mans commen- 
dat ion as this, I could not but take a liking te 
the party commended, and the more I grew 
arquainted with him, I liked him. It is the 
counſel of Horace. 


Tu 


The Epiſtle 


Tu quem commendes etiam atque etiam 
aſpice: ne mox. 

Incutiant aliena tibi commiſſa pudo- 
rem. 

Believe me, Air. Benlowes, I have had ſuch 
experience of this party, whom here I com- 
mend unto you, that I dare confidently ſay, 
If you entertain him into your ſervice, you 
ſhall never repent you of it, Philip of Mace- 
don appointed one every mornning to ſalute 
him with a Memento of Mortality: Drexe- 
lius his office ſhall be, if you pleaſe, To be 
your Remembrancer, and every Morning, 
Noon, and Evening, to round you in the 
ear with a Memento of Erernity, But I 
know, that is ſo often in your thoughts, that 
you need not any to put you in Remembrance 
of it. Neither yet do I intend here, theugh 
I have a fair occaſion, to run over the Cata- 
logue of your Chriſtianf Vertues, ſpecially 
that part of Chriſtian twins, your Piety and 
Temperance, with your Charity and Boun- 
ty. For the firſt, they that daily converſe 
with you, cannot but ſee how you converſe 
with them. The other pair go along with you 
whereſoever you go, and thaugh you deſire to 
hide them, cannot be concealed , in ſpecial, 
many poor Scholars, godly and devout Mi. 
niſters in the Univerſity and abroad, of ſe- 
veral Colledges, have had a feeling them- 
ſelves of them, and cannot but make them 

conſpi- 
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con/picuons, nay palpable to others. Theſe ſhall 
praiſe you in your abſence : for my part, I de 
nat love to praiſe a Man to his face. But if 
the living held their peace, the dead ſhall riſe 
up and praiſe you, I mean thoſe many and ex- 
cellent Books, together with other rare mo- 
numents purchaſed at a great price, which 
without any ſolicitation at all, out of meer af- 
ſection you bore to Saint John's Colledge in 
Cambridge, where you were ſometimes a Scu- 
dent,you have beſtowed on their Library: Their 
Library, but the moſt magnificent work, and E- 
rernal Monjument of the Meccenas of our Age, 
John Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, and true lover of 
Learning, and Patron of Scholars. And now 
it appears, Mr. Benlowes, that you have leſs 
need of Drexelius his ſervice than before, But 
hoawſoever, I pray you, entertain him : Let 
him have but the honour to wear your Cogni- 
ſance, and both He and I will put it upon 
the file of Thanktul Remembrance, and re- 
giſter it for a ſingular act of your Beneficence. 
Pardon my boldneſs in this: and command me 
in what liberal ſervice you pleaſe, | 


Ralph Winterton, 


From Kings Coll. 
June 1, 1632, 


The Epiſtle to the 
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F any Man, more curious in cenſuring 
what is done for a common pocd, ra- 
ther than ſtudious himſelf ro promere it, 
ſhould queſtion me for medling in another 
Mans profeſſion, I might anſwer him in his 
own kind by way of queſtion, as H enede miss 
in Terence anſwered Chremes finding fault 
with him, Tantumne abs re tua 2} oii tibi, 
Aliena ug cuyes, eaque nihil que ad ie atti- 
nent? Haſt thou ſo much leiſure as ro 
meddle with that which noching concerns 
thee? 

But to ſatisſie thee (Courteous Reader) 
who intendeſt, I know, with the Bee, to ga- 
ther Honey out of this garden of Eternity, 
and not Poyſon with the Spider; 1 hold it 
fit to acquaint thee with the true occaſion 
that moved me to tranſlate this book. No 
Divine I am indeed, neither yet can I be 
if I would never ſo fain: I would I were 
but worthy the name of a Phyſician / Bur 
howlſoever being deſtinated by the ſtarutcs 
of my private Colledge to the ſtudy of Phy- 
ſick, in the firſt place I thought good to 
ſpend ſome time in Arithaetick, as being 
a neceſſary inſtrument and help in my Pro- 


feſſion . 


Wa 


To the Reader. 


feſſion: In which I made ſome progreſs, 
paſſing from Numeration, Addition, Sub- 
fraction, Multiplication, Diviſion, Redu- 


"firm, to the Golden Rule, or the Rule of 


Three, The Rule of falſhood, The Rule of 
Proportion, and the Rules of Society, and 
the reſt. But the knowledge of this coſt me 
fo dear, that I was forced to leave the ſtudy 
ot it: For many nights rogether I was con- 
ſtrained againſt my will co practiſe Nume- 
ration oftner than I would, telling the Clock, 
and could take but little reft, Whereupon 
I reſolved with my ſelt to leave the Aith- 
metich School, and ſo I went unto the Phys 
fick and Mufick-Schools, imploring at one 
and the ſame time Hippocrates and the 
Muſes, For at that time turned the firſt 
Book of Hippocrates his Aphoriſms into 
Greek verſcs, hoping to procure reſt by Phy- 
ſick and rhe Muſick of Poetical Numbers 
by which I found ſome reſt indeed; (And 
cheretore ſince, I have well nigh finiſhed at 
{pare hours the other fix books; which, if 
God permit, may ere long fee light.) But 
though I found ſome reſt, yet I did nor 
ſleep ſo ſoundly as at other times. So 1 
left che Temple of Hippocrates and the Mu- 
/es, and betook my ſelf unto the SanFuary, 
to learn of David divine Arithmetick,which 
confiſterh in the due numbring of the days 
9: this ſhort life, by comparing 2 
the 


To the Redller. 


the years of Eternity: And fo I fell upon 
rrantlating this bock of Eternity. And 
this I: found by daily cxperience to be the 
beſt Ayproticon , that ever I uſed; for it 
brought me to reſt better than if I had ta- 
ken Diacodion. Thus I found the old ſay- 
ing true, where Phyloſophy ends, there Phy- 
ſick · begins; and where Phyſick ends, there 
Divinity begins; which I interpret thus (as 
I found it true by experience:) Wher 
Philoſophy by accident had done me harm, 
and Phyfick could do me little good, I found 
perfect help in Divinity. And having found 
ſo much good by this book my ſelf, I could 
not be ſo envious as not impart it unto o- 
thers for a Sovereign Meaicine, to procure 
quiet ſleep, Neither is it good for that on- 
Iy (but far unlike to other medicines, which 
are only good for ſome one diſeaſc, and 
falling into unskilful hands oftentimes do 
more harm than gocd) it is a edicire 
fitting all Ages, Compleæions, Conditions, 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſes, Spiritual, and Ce. 
poral what ſoever: It is a Medicine Preſer- 
vative, Curative, Reſtorative : It is an An- 
tidote againſt the p:y/on of Sin: It is Di- 
&ammum to drive out the fiery da;ts of Sa- 
tan: It is Catholicon to purge oũt all ill hu- 
mours. It is better than Exhilazans Gate- 
ni, to chear the heart oppreſſed wich Me- 


lancholly: It is an Acorn for all wearinels, 
an 


r 
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an Anodyne for all pains, a Panchreflon pro- 
fitable for all things. or All- good. It is 
Panacea, Hearts-eaſe, AL heal. It is a rich 
Treaſury for Engliſhmen. A flore-houſe for 
the diſeaſed, and, The ready way to long life, 
even to bleſſed Eternity. Let no Man now 
challenge me for uſurping another Mans 
Office, or creſpaſſing upon Divines, Ican- 
not ſee but Divines and Phyſicians may well 
agree together: Both are buſted about cur- 
ing of Diſeaſes either Spiritual or Corporal: 
And here is a Medicine for both, Take it 
and uſe ir, Chriſtian Reader; and thou 
ſhalt find by thine own experience that it 
all hath the vertues aboye-mentioned. 

So I commend thee to the Phyſician 
both ef Body and Sou, and heartily defire 
thy Temporal and Eternal Health and Wel- 
Lare. 


Ralph V interton. 


em Kings Coll. 
June 1, 1632, 


A "Upon 


Upon this Book of Eternity. 


o reach Eternity our thoughts firſt 
climbe, 

On the ſucceſſive ſteps and ſtairs of Time. 
Ard, what is Time? It is by Peers calid, 
And by moſt Painters repre ſented bald: 
Bur Poets and the Painters are too bold, 
For Time was never yet a Minute old: 

Nor yet, God Saturn. like, dorh it devour 
The iſſue which it breeds: Fer every hour 
Were then aMurderer.But while we ſtrain, 
And all created Natures for to gaing 

Jime to their Inch of Being; in the ſtrife 
They quite burn out the Taper of their life. 
But what's Eternity? Good Reader, lock, 
Not on my Ver/es, but upon this Brok. 
Which I do wiſh (and yet no harm) may be 
To all erelaſting, Stationer, but to che, ij 


Richard Williams. 


* Fon 


Ot 


Upon this Book of Eternity; 


Ook on the Glaſs of Mans Mortality ;. 
Behold the Mirror of Eternity. | 
T tus Boh is both; Herein behold thy face; 
fr waxeth old; thy Glaſs doth run apace. 
It is appointed all Men once co die; 
and after Death ſuceeds Eternity. 

This Life's no Life, which Time doth com- 
prehend, | 
But that's true Life indeed, which knows 

no end. 
This Book will teach thee fo to live and die, 
hat thou may ſt lite unto Eternity. 


Thomas Gouge. 


Upon this Book of Eternity. 


His Book's a Nautick Chard ; which 
kept in Eye, 
Doth point at th' Haven of bleſt Eternity. 
(O bleſſed Haven !] At which if thou 
wou'dſt Land. 

Let nor this Chard depart out of thine 
hand, 

$, I 
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Conſiderations 


Upon 
THE FIRST 
CONSIDERATION, 
What Eternity is? 

Imonides being asked by Cicero 
8 Hiere King of Sicily, What lib. m. 
0 God Was ? defir'd one day de Nat. 
to confider upon it: and after Deor. 
one day paſt, having not yet 
found it out, deſired yet two days more to 
conſider farther upon it; and atter tuo 
days, he deſired three: and to corclude, 
at length he had no anſwer to return unto 
the King but this, That the more he 
thought upon it, the more ſtill he might; 
for the further he buſied himſelf in the 
ſearch thereof, the further he was frem 
B 2 findin, 


> The firſt Conſideration 


finding it. The thing that we are here now 
tatomider upon is Eternity and the firft 
quettion char offers it ſelf unto our con- 
ſideration is, What Eternit) u £ 

Lib. 5. SZoetius faith, Thar it is altoge- 
de Con. ther and at once, the intire and 
perfect poſſeſſion of a life that 

never ſhall have an end. And let no man 
Ike it ill, if we ſay that it cannot be 
krown, and that che more we ſearch into 
it, che more we Joſe our ſelves in the 
Icarch of it. For how can that be defined 
which hath no bounds or limits? It a- 
ny man urge us further and defire us to 
ſhadow it our, at leaſt by ſome, 3 
obſcure deſcription our anſwer is, That 
it may caficr be done hy declaring what 
it is nor, rather than what it is; ſo 
doth Plato concerning God: 

In Ti. What God is, faith he, that 'T 
mes. brow not ? What he is not, that I 
5 know, So Auguſline, Biſhop of 
% Hip, in his ſixty fourth Sermon upon 
the words of our Lord, de ſcribetch the true 
beatitude which is in Heaven, by temo- 
ving from it the very ti "cught ot all evil, 
W: may more eaſily find, ſaith he, what is 
not there, than what is. In Heaven there is 
neither grief, nu ſorrow, nor penury, nor 
de Sen nor Aeale, nor de. ith, nor any evil, 
4 miy WC 145 concerning Eternity. For 
what ſocver 
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upon Eternity: 3 
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whatſoever in this life we either ſee wich 


our eyes, or let in by our outward 


ſenſes, that is not Eternal. Fer 2 Cor. 


the things that are ſeen, faith 4. 18. 


Sr. Paul, are temporal, but the 

things which are not ſeen are Eternal. Hence 
every man may ſay, This my joy, theſe 
my pleaſures and delights, this treaſure, 


this honour, this ſtately building, this life- 


of mine, all is Tran/itory, nothing Eter- 


nal. A man can point at nothing which 
ſhall not periſh and have an end. Indeed 
the ignorant multitude uſe to Ipeak after 


this manner. This Structure is for ter- 


nity, this Monument is everlaſting. And 


the impatient man is wom to complain, 
that his pains are without end. Bur theſe 
Eternities are very ſhort, and a man may 
caſily in words comprehend them: Say 


what thou canſt ot the true Eternity,thou + 


muſt needs come far ſhorr of ir. 


So ſaith Auguſtine; Thou ſayeſt In Pſal. 


of Eternity wbatſeever thou wilt 65. 
But therefore thou ſayeſt whatſ9- 
ever thou wilt, becauſe thou canſt not ſay all, 


ſay what thou wilt : but therefore thou 


muſt needs ſay fomething , that ſtill thou 
mayeſt hade ſomething to think which thou 
canſt not ſay, Triſmegiſtus ſaryh, 
That the Soul is the Heron ef In As- 
Time and Efernity For, in that cliep. 
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4 The firſt Conſideration 


it is immortal, ic is partaker of Eternity; 


and fa chat it is infuſed by God into the 
Body, it is partaker of Time, But before 
we proceed any further, tor order's fake 
ler us ſee what Men of former times, Ro- 
mans, Gracians, Egyptians, and others 
have thought of Eternity. For they ac- 
knowled2'd it for certain, and repre ſent- 
ed it divers wayt. 


—— as 1 —_— 


V; A — A * 


CHAP. 1 


What Men of former times have thought of 
Eternity; and how they have repreſen- 
ted it, 


[Icſt of all, they have repreſented 
F Eternity by a Ring, or a. Circle, which 
Rath neither beginning nor ending, which 
is proper only to God's Eternity : ſeeing 
thert fore that God is Eternal, and his du- 
ration is properly called Eternity, the E- 


gyptians uſed to ſignify God by a Circle. 


And the Perſians thought they honoured 
Gcd moft. when going up to the top of 
che higheſt Tower, they call'd him the 
Circ'e of Heaven. And it was the cuſtom a- 
morg the Tu (as Pierius teacheth at 
large) to cry out every morning from an 
h:gn Toner, Go4 always was, and always 
will bg ; and then to {ature their WH homet, 
| Th 


upon Eterni ty. 5 


The Sarazens alſo uſed to call God a Cir- 
cle. Aſercurius Triſmegiſtus, whom Ina 
med before, the moſt memorable amongſt 
Philoſophers (who wrote more Books 
than any mortal Man beſide, if we may 
believe Seleucus, and Meneceus) ſaid, That 
God was an Intellectual Sphere, whoſe 
Centre is every where, and Circumference 
no where: becauſe God's Majefty and Im 
menſity are terminated no where. For 
this cauſe the Ancients built unto their 
gods Temples for figure round. So Numa 
Pompilias is ſaid to have conſecrated to 
Feſta a round Table at Rome, So Auguſtus 
Ceſar, in the name of Agrippa, dedicated 
to all the gods a round Temple, and called 
it Pantheon, Hereupon Pythagiras, to 
ſhew God's Eterrity,raught his Scholars to 
worſhip: him turning their bodies round 
about. And there was a Statute made by 
Numa, (as Briſſmius witneſſes) Thar 
they which were about to worſhip God, 
ſhould turn themſelves round. Therefore 
God is according to the Ancients, a Circle, 
but a Circle without a Periphery or Circum- 
ference, whole Certre is every where; be- - 
cauſe God is the beginning and end of all 
things. Whereupon 70h moſt 755 36 
juſtly cries out, Behold, God is * 
great, and we know him not, nei- 
ther can the number rf his years be ſearoh d 
ot» B 4 AgaiDy , 


» * 
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Again, they have repreſented Eternity 
by a Sphere and a Globe. Therefore Fau- 
ſtina the Empreſ had Mony ſtampt after 
this figure and ſuper ſcription; There was 
a Globe on which the Empreſs fare ſtretch- 
ing forth one hand, and holding in the 
other a Scepter with this Inſcription, 
ETERNITY. Hence it was that 
many of the Ancients thought the World 
to be Eternal, becauſe it was Round, 
whom Saint B anſwers very fitly, Let 
the World be a Circle; but the beginning of 
he Circle is the Centre. 

In the third place, they have repreſent- 
ed Eternity by a Seat: by which is ſignifi- 
ed Eternal Reſt. The Naſamones, a certain 
People of Africa, for the moſt part did 
not only breath out their laſt fitting up- 
on à Seat, but alſo defir'd to bè buried af 
ter that poſition, as having then attained 
to Eternity, and a long ceſſation from all 
their Labours : As in many places at this 
Day Kings and Emperors are found ſit- 
ting in Vaults under Earth, in ſi ence and 
mournful Majeſtv. And it was uſual! with 
the Romans to ſupport with ſuch like the 
molten ſtatnes of their deceas'd Empe- 
rors, as having then the fruition of Eterni- 
ty. Some there are that thus reaſon with 
themſelves oftentimes. Behold, I have 


been a long time held and oppreſs d with 
cares 
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cares and Jabours : Fur ncw why do 1 
not take ſome reſpite? Why do I not make 
fome pauſe? Why do I nor reſt trom my 
labours ? I have laboured long enough : 
let others labour as much as I have done; 
for my part II reft now and rake mine 
eaſe, So they fer up their ſeats, and pro- 
miſe unto themſelves days of reſt: but 
falas / ) they are of nolong conrinuance. 
They ſet up their feats, and embrace 
their caſe; bur neither in due time nor 
place. Oh / how truly and devoutiy doth 
char Golden Book, of the Imitation Ct 
Chriſt, give us a pull by the Ear, 
in cheſe words, Diſpꝛſe and order Kemtis 
all things according to thine own lib. 1. 
will, and the luft of thine own c. 12. 
eyes, and yet thou ſhalt never find, 
Cut thou ſhalt always ſuffer one thing, or 
cther, either willingly or by conſtraint, and 
/o thou ſhalt always find a Croſs, The whole 
Lite of Chriſt was a Crofts, and Martyr- 
dom; and doſt thou ſeek reſt and plea- 
{ure ? Therefore we muſt ſer up cur ſear 
in Hezven,and nat here, for here amongſt 
many rroubles it can never ſtand quiet; 
and though all other things ſnould ſpare, 
yet Death at length will overturn. There 
is no true Reſt to be heped for, but that 
which is Eternal. But if chere be auy reſt 
in this life, this 18 it, For a Man to com- 
| B 5 mit 
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mit himſelt, and all that is his to the will 
1 of God, to put his whole truſt and confi- 
| dence in him, and to account all other 
4 things befide, but vain, So are 
Eccluſ. we taught in Eccli ſiaſticut; Truſt 
11.21. in God, and abide in thy peace. 
Without this reſt of rhe Scul all 
ether things are meer troubles, a meer 
Sea of tempeſtuous Waves, and rhe very 
preſence of Hell. Bur I recurn to che An- 
cients. 

In che fourth place the have repreſen- 
ted Eternity by the Sun and the Moon. The 
Jun reviveth every day, although it ſeems 
every day to dye, and to be bury'd, It al- 
ways cileth again, although every niꝑht it 

ſetteth. The hhοn alſo hath here 

In Hen. increaſe after every wane. Ca- 

azca/yl. tullus hath pretty Verſes co tl. i- 
purpoſc. 


The Sun doth ſet the Sun doth riſe again. 

The Day doth cloſe ;, the Day dot h break again. 

Once ſet our Sun, again it riſeth never: 

Once cloſe our Day of Liſe, it's Night for 
ever. 


in Hell there is Eternal night; but with- 
dut ſlecp. There they ſleep not, becauſe 
ey flepr here, where they ſhou'd have 
watched : chert they watch, br cauſe here 
they 
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vill they ſlept in their fins ; indeed not long, 
fi- but longer they would if they could, yea 
ner Eternally, But it is far othetwifr with 
are thoſe that are in Heaven: For a perpetual 
uſt light ſhall ſhine forth to the Saints, and 
ce. Eternity of time, there is reſt; there is plea- 
a {ure after long labours and watchings: 
cr In the fifth place, they have repreſen- 
TP: 2 ted Eternity by the Bafilich, The Baſilisłk 
n- is, the moſt Venemous of all Creatures, 
and it alone of all others (as Horus Nilidk- 
n- gu ſaich) cannot be killed by humane 
he ſorce; yea, it is ſo virulent, that it killeth 
ms herbs with the very breath of it, that ir puts 
al. to flight all other creatures with che hiſſing 
it of ir, and that ĩit makes all Birds ſuddenly 
re ſilent upon the firſt preſence of it. Ali. 
FRY anus reports, That in the Defart of Africe 


75 2 certain beaſt fell down being tired, and 
that the Serpents came together as it were 
to a feaſt, ro devour the carkaſs, and that 

| they preſently ran all away, and hid them- 

ſelves in the Sand, upon the ſight of the 

Bafilisch. Eternity, whether of joy or of 

os torment, cannot be ſnortned or diminifh- - 

ed, much leſs taken away or avoided, Nei- 
ther is it ſtrange if it affright all that are 

8 in their right wits, with che very though 

of it. Infinite are the windings of this Ba-- 

{tisk ; unmeaſurable and unctwinable are 

the Orbs and Circuits of it. On Dragon» 

to 
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to be trembled at! Let us divert a little to 
cur ſelves, It comes to paſs ſometimes 
when a Man deſcends into himſelf, and 
rips up his Conſcience by confeſſion, that 
he finds many Serpents Neſſs, and whole 
broods of Vipers, and -rhereupon much - 
marvelleth ia himſelt. taying, Whence is 
there ſo much venom in my Breaſt ? 
hence are ſo man far Snakes, ſo many 
grievous and deadly tins? M hence is there 
fo great an hoſt ot Lizards! Whence ſo 
many fiſthy and luſt ful cogitations I am 
afraid my ſelf at ſuch a numerous and pe- 
ſtilent brood. But marvel not; we ſhajl 
eaſily ſhew thee the cauſe thereof. A moiſt 
and a rude place is very apt to breed Ser- 
pent:, Lo then, there is a double cauſe ; 
the moiſture of the place, and rhe neęli- 
gence of them that mould lock ro it. So 
it is in the Soul of Man; if we ſpend all our 
care upon our Body, handling it delicare- 
iy, feeding it daintily, pampering ic with 
feaſts, and effeminating it with pleaſures, 
it muſt needs be confeſſed that the Sou), 
the inhabitant chereof, hath her dwelling 
in a moiſt place, Add hither ſlothfulneſe, 
and neglect of Divine Duties, Let no care 
be had at all of Salvation; fo the Body be 
 Jound, and it goeth well with it, let no re- 
gard be had what happens to the Soul: let 


con fe ſſion of fins be ſeldom made unto 
| GOd. 
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God, and when it is, but in a negligent 
manner: what marvel then, if a multi- 
tude of Serpents and poyſonous vermine 
breed there ? But (O good Chriſtian Bro- 
ther) let the Baſilisł enter into thy breaſt, 
that is, che Cogitation of Eternity, and 
thou ſnalt preſently perceive that theſe ve- 
nomous Beaſts will ſoon vaniſh away. 
Thou confefleſt that thy heart doth abound 
with theſe Snakes: It is a ſigu therefore 
thou ſeldom thinkeſt upon Eternity. A- 
mend therefore: and no at length begin 
to think upon this with thy ſelf, That which 
delighteth is but Momentany, but that which 

tormenteth is Eternal. 
in the ſixth place, they have re pre ſented 
Efernity after this manner. There is a vaſt 
Yen full of Horrors: round about which a 
Serpent winds it ſelf, and in the winding 
vices it ſelt by the Tail. At the right hand 
of the Den ſtands a young Man of a beauti- 
tul and pleaſant countenance, holding 1n 
his righc hand a bow and two arrows, and 
in his left hand an Hp. In the very en- 
trance of the Den firs an old Man oppoſite, 
and having his eyes very intent upon his 
T.ble-Book ; according as the Celeſtial 
Globe by its motion, or the young Man 
ſtandinęꝑ by, dictates unto him, ſo he writes. 
at the left hand of the Den fits a grave 
MHatron, grey headed, and having her eyes 
always 
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always bufied. At the mouth of the Den 
there are four fairs, each higher than o- 
ther: The firſt is of Tron, the ſecond of 
Braſs, the third of Silver, and the fourth 
of Gold, On theſe are little Children run- 
ning up and down and playing, and never 
ſear the danger of falling. This is the Pi- 
&ure: The meaning is this. The Den ſig- 
nifics the incomprehenſibility of Eternity x 
The Serpent that twines it ſelf about it, 
Time; the Dung Mun, God; in whoſe hand 
is Heaven, Earth, and Hell. On Earth, 
and in Hell are the Arrows of the Lord 
faſtened ; but in Heaven, there is nothing 
but , and the found of the Harp. The 
01d Man is Fate, or rather, that which God 
hath Decreed from all Zrernity, The Aa- 
tron, Nature : The Stairs, diſtin& Times 
and Ages : The Children runnirg up and 
down the Stairs, do ſigniſy things created, 
eſpecially Man, who is ſporting in matters 
of Salvation, and playing and jeſting in the 
very entrance of Eternity. Alack, alack ! 
O mortal Men, we have played too long 
amidſt rheſe Dangers; We are very near 
unto Eternity, even iu the very entrance of | 
ir, whileſt we live: Let but Death git 
touch us, and we are preſently fival!owed 
up of Eternity. Death need not uſe any 
great power, or fight long againſt us; we 
are thrown down headlong in a moment, 
aud 
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and tumble down theſe Stairs into the O- 
cean of Eternity. Bethink your ſelves well, 
you. that play upon theſe Stairs, and think 
upon any ching rather than upon Eternity ; 
Ic may be to day or to rmrrow you may be 
tranſlated from Time to Eternity. 


GH AP, IL 


The ſecret Senſe and Meaning of Scripture is 
Unfolded. 


Fter the Chapter of the Type and 
Picture of Eternity, the Holy Scri- 
prure of Divine Truth ſhall not unfitly 
follow, When Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
3%, had caſt the three Hebrew Chil- 
dren into che fiery Furuace for reſuſing to 
chey his impious Command, the flame is 
ſaid to have aſcended nine and forty cubirs 
above the Furnace. - A ſtrange thirg: But 
not withcut a Myſtery, What? Did any 
Man accurately meaſure the heighth there- 
of? Did any Man aſcend and app!y unto it 
2 rule to take the juſt meaſure of it? Was 
it juſt nine and forty cubirs, neither more 
nor leſs? Why not fifty? For we uſe to 
number thus: Twenty, thirty, forty, fiſty, 
though the number be ſomewhat more or 
leſs. Here in this place there wants buc 
ore of fifty. Surely there is a Myſtery in 
ie, 
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ir, and ſome fecret meaning. The num” 
ber of fifty was wont co ſignify the year of 
Jubilee. But the flames in the fiery Fur- 
nace of Hell, although they rage both 
againſt Body and Soul, ard infinitely ex- 
ceed all the torments of this Life, yer they 
ſhall never extend fo far as the year of 
Grace and Jubilee. In Hell there is no 
year of Jubilee, no pardon, no end of 
torments. N, non, is the time of Jubilee; 
not every hundred or fiſty years, but eve- 
ry hour and every moment. Vn one part 
of an hour may obtain pardon here, which 
all Eternity cannot hereafter. Now is the 
time, that in one little and ſhort day we 
may have more debts forgiven us, than in 
the fire of Hell in all years and times to 
come hereaſter. 

Let us add hither another expiication 
of Divine Scripture When the 
Foſhua People ot God did paſs over Fer- 
3. 16. dan, the waters which came down 

toward the Sea of the plain 

(which is now called the dead Sea) failed 
till there was none ler. And 

Ecclus. in Eccleſiaſticus it is (£8 There 
20. 12. i that buyyeth much for à little. 
Theſe two Teſtimonies of Scri- 

pture Galfrid joineth together, and there- 
upon diſcourſeth thus. If Erernal bir. 
terneſʒ be due untothee, and thou may'ſt 
eſcape 
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eſcape it by taſting of Temporal, certainly 
thou haſt redeemed much for a little, I 
confeſs, it is a Sea indeed in which thou 
ſaileſt, but yet a dead Sea: and how much 
art thou bound to give thanks unto God, 
who, whereas chou haſt deſerved to be 
overwhelmed in the ſalt, roaring and un- 
navigable Sea, hath of his great mercy to- 
ward thee, ſuffered thee rather to fail in 
the dead Sea. (O bleſſed change /) That 
lo by the dead Sea thou may ſt paſs into the 
land of the living This Writer compares 
al! rhe adverſities of this Life to the dead 
Sea, and Eternal puniſhment to the ſalt 
and unchangeable Sea. No Man can eſcape 
them, he muſt needs fall into the one, or 
in che other, What doſt thou, O Man? 
{ cries out Saint Chryſoſtom,) Art thou 
about to aſcend up to Heaven, and doeſt 
thou ask me whether there be any difficul- 
ties by the way ? Wharloever we do, this 
Lead Sea we mult paſs over: we may, it 
we will, arrive at the Haven of Trau- 
quillity, and Eternal Happineſs. 

The word of God moſt bigh is the Eccleſ. 
Hunt ain of Wiſdom, and her ways 1. 5. 
are everlaſting Command ments. 

Through this dead Sea there is no other 
way into the Region of the living, but the 
way of God's Commandments We have 


2 molt clear place of Scripture for it: 
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Mat. 19. If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
17. the Communa ments: This is 
the only way to Eternity, It a 
Corneli- man ſhould ask a Divine of our 
ur d L4- times this queſtion, What is E- 
hide. ternity? His anſwer will be, Ir 
is a Circle running back into it 
ſelf, whoſe Center is Always, and Cir- 
cumference No where, that is, which never 
mall have end, What is Eternity? It is an 
Orb every way round, and like 
Volvi® it ſelf, in which there is neither 
tur, CF beginning nor end, What 4 
vol ve- Eternity? It is a Wheel, 
tur in A wheel that turns, a wheel that 


omne turneth ever, 
welubi- A wheel that turns, and will leave 
lis 2. turning never. 
vum. What is Eternity? It is a Teas. 


continually. hee ling about, 
which returns again to the ſame Point 
from whence it began, and ſtill wheels. 
about again, What is Eterriq ? It is an 
erer- running Fountain, whicher the Waters. 
after many turninzs flow back again, that 
they may always fle,w. What is Eternity“ 
It is an ener- living Sprirg, from whence 
Waters continually flow, either the moſt 
ſweet Waters of Benediction and blc ſſing, 
or the moſt bitter Waters of Aſalediction 


ind curſing. What is Eternity * It is a 
Labyrinth 
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Labyinth which hath innumerable turn- 
inzs and windings, which always lead them 
round that enter in, carrying them from 
turning to turning, and ſo loſing them. 
What is Eternity? It is a Pit without bot- 
tom, Whoſe turnings and revolutions are 
endleſs, What is Eternity? It is 4 Spiral 
Line, but without beginning; which hath 
Circles and windings one within another, 
but wichour ending. What is Eternity 
Ic is a Snake bowed back unto it ſelf orbicu- 
larly, holding the Tail in the Mouth, which 
in its end doth again begin, and never 
ceaſeth ro begin, What is Eternity? It is 
2 duration always pre/ent, it is one perpetual 
Day, which is not divided into that which 
is paſt, and that which is to come. What 
fs Eternity? It is an Age of Ages, as Dia- 
ius ſaith, never expiring, bur always 
'*ke it ſelf, without changing. What is. 
Eternity It is a beginning without be- 
2inning, middle, or end. Ir is a begin- 
ning, continuing, never ending, alway 
deginning. In which the Bleſſed alway 
5egin a bleſſed Life, and always abound: 
with new pleaſures: in which the Dam- 
ned always dye, and after all death and 
ſtruggling with death, always begin again 
o dye and ſtruggle with death. As long 
15 God ſhall be God, ſo long ſhall the 


2:cſſed be bleſſed, fo long [hall they _ 
ang. 
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and triumph; ſo long ſhall the damned 
allo fry in Hell, and yelling cry, We: are 
tormented in this flame, being ſtill ro be 
tormented and torturcd for ever. 


[oO — 
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CHAT. III 
Why the place of Eternity is called a Munſſon. 


TOHN, Patriarch of Alexandria, 4 
1 very devout and godly Man, was c ften 
wont to go to viſit the ſick, and rock with 
him, for his Companion, Troilis a Biſhop, 
which had more care of his Mony than of 
the ſck. The Patriarch whifpereth him 
in the Ear, and ſaid, I pray thee, Brother, 
let us help the Friends of Chriſt, Where- 
upon Troilus, ke a craſty Companion, con- 
realing the diſeaſe of his mind, to wit, his 
Coveroutneſs, bad his Servant give to the 
Poor all the Mony, which at that time he 
had about him, to buy other things withal. 
Not long after it happened that he fell 
into a Fever, which his Cove touſneſs had 
cauſed: whereot the Patriarch of Alex- 
andria hearing, and caſily gueſſing at the 
cauſe of his diſeaſe, went to viſit him, and 
carry'd with him as much Silver as he had 
not long before given to the ſick: and af- 


ter à little conference with him, he ſaid 
thus, 
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thus, I did but jeſt with thee the other 
day, when I wiſhed thee to beſtow ſome- 
thing to the relief of the fick ; and it was 
becauſe my. ſervant had not Mony about 
him. Bur behold here, in good earneſt I 
reſtore unto thee the Mony which thou 
laidſt out for my ſake, and I thank thee 
for it. When Troilus ſaw the Mony told, 
his Fever began to leave him, and his 
heat to abate, and in every part he found 
himſelf much better; whereupon finding 
himſelf gather ſtrength, he roſe up to 
Dinner, and fat down to Table. About 
noon-tide when Dinner was ended, and 
the Table removed, he went to fleep, 
ind ſweetly took his eaſe, and dreamed 
that he ſaw a very ſtately Edifice, and in 
the Frontifpiece thereof over the Gate, this 
inſcriprion, Munſio Aterna & Requies 
Troili Epiſcopi; In Engliſh thus, The Eter- 
ral Manſion and Reſting place of Biſhop 
Troilus, He was very much delighted with 
this Dream. Bur not long after he had 
mother Viſion that troubled him, For 
there came one with a company of Work- 
men, and gave them a ſtrict charge, ſay- 
ing, Take away that Inſcription, and put 
this in the place there, Manſio AÆterna & 
Requeis Johannis  Archiepiſcopi Alexan- 
drie, empta libris triginta argenti : In 
Engliſh thus, The Eternal Manſion and 

Refting 
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Refting place of John Archbiſhop of Alex- 
andria, which he bought for thirty pounds. 
With this Vifion he was very much af- 
frighrted : but he made a very good uſe of 
it. For preſently, of an hard and cove- 
tous Man, he became liberal and charira- 
ble, efpecially ro ſuch as were in need, 
So much did the very dream of an Eternal 
Manſion prevail with hime 

But Oh ye rather bleſſed Manſions! and 
therefore bleſſed becauſe Eternal / Oh, 
how exceedingly doth Chriſt defire that 
we ſhould loath and forſake theſe our Ta- 
bervacles, and ruinous Houſes, and with 
carneſt defire make haſte unto thoſe Eternal 
Manſions ! In my Fathers houſe, laith he, 
are many Manſions No Man is kept back 
from thence bur by himſelf. The place Þ 
excludes no Man: for it is exceeding Þ 
large. Time ſnuts our no Man: for there 
is a Manſion, and that Manſion is Eternal. 


— 


A Prayer. 


Eternal and merciful God, O Erer- i 
nal Truth, O true Love, O beloved 
Eternity; ſo cure our blindneſs, that h 
theſe preſent and ſhors ſorrows we may bt 


brought to know, and ſo eſcape the future, 
horrible, 
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derrible, and Kternal puniſhments, Direct 
2s, and teach us ſo to poſſeſs things periſhing 
and Temporal, that finally we loſe not the 
things which are Eternal, Teach us ſo to 
Lament for our fins committed, that we may 
ape Eternal puniſhments. Teach us ſo to 
behave our ſelves in the Houſe of our Pilgri- 
mage, that we be not ſhut out of the Eternal 
Manſions. Teach us ſo to make our pro- 
greſs in the way, that at length we may be 
receided into our Country. 
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THE SECOND 


CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY. 


In what Tings Nature repreſenteth Etertity, 


HE Idolaters themſelves therefore 
have acknowledged an Eternity, 
ſuch as it was, and have deſcri- 

bed it alfo by certain ſigns : For God hath 
manifeſted it unto them, /» that 

they are withwt excuſe, How Rom. 1. 
much dearer therefore, and in 20. 
what greater eſteem ought the 
Conſideration thereof to be amorgſt all 
Chriſtians, ro whom Eternity is better re- 
prefented, and ia a more lively 

manner! Therefore thu art in- Rom. 2. 
?rcuſable, O man, whoſoever teu 1. 

t. that being often put in mind 

Eternity, doſt as often let it ſlip cut of 
hy memory. Thcu haſt often in thy fight 
and before thine eyes, Rings and Circles, 
des and Globes, Sun and Moon ; It thou 

C look? 
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: tookeſt upon any of theſe, they will put 
thee in mind of Eternity. Nature her ſelf 

like a good Mother hath expoſed them ro 
publick view, that, when we ſee them, or 
hear of them, we might be invited to me- 
. Gitate upon Eternity, 

Solinus reports that there is a Stone in 
Arcadia called Asbeftas, which being once 
{er on fire doth continually burn: Where- 
tore in times paſt they were wont in Tem- 

ples and Sepulchres to make 
Lib. 21. Lamps of it: of which St. Au- 
aeCtvit. guftine maketh mention. T add 
ob. 5. thar Pliny, Velaterrannus, Dioſcori- 
des, and many ochers tell ſtrange 
wondersof a certain kind of Line or Flax, 
which is called by divers Names : For ſome 
call tt Lizum Asbeſtiium, other Cary- 
flium, others Indicum, and others Linum 
UUW, 

This is not only not conſumed by fire, 
but alſo is purged and cleanſed ; wherefore 
the dead Bodies of Kings heretofore, when 
they were to be put into the fire, and to be 
burned uſe to be wrapped about with a 
Linnen cloth made thereof, to keep their 
Aſhes from confuſion, and to diſtinguiſh 
them from others. Of ſuch Flax Nero had 
a Towel, which he eſteemed ot mare price 
than Gold and precious Stones. Behold, 
Nature her ſelf, like a Mijiriſs and Guide 

leaderh 


wut 
elf 
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'cadeth thee by the hand, and poincerh 
ec to a thing waich the fire hath no power 
o conſume, So ſhall all the damned burn, 
gut ſhall never burn our, They ſhall al- 
vays burn, but never be conſumed; they 
ſhall ſeek for death in the flames, but ſhall 
not find it. Therefore juſtly doth one cry 
out, O wo Eternal, that (hall never 

dave end! O end withiut end! O In Horo- 
death more grievous than all death. log. ſa- 
Always to dye, and never to be pien. Ja. 
quite dead! ſo ſaith divine 66. 24. 
Laab, Their fire ſhall never be Mer. 9. G. 
guenebed: And the Angel in the 
Revelations, They ſhall deſire to dye and 
aeath ſhall flee from them. 

That the Salamander for a little time 
an endure, and live inthe fire, beſides A- 
iſtotle, Pliny, Galen, Alian, Dioſcorides, 
5. Auguſtine alto himſelf believed. This 
Creature is very cold and generated of 
ſhowers ; the Sun and drought are death to 
it; Therefore, according to Pliny, it en- 
Cures in the flame like Ice. Of the Skin 
thereof lights are made for perpetual bur- 
bing Lamps. God who made the Salamon« 
cer of Earth and Clay,hath of his goodneſs 
formed Man, though of the fame Matter, 
yer of a more excellent and noble Nature. 
He hath made him a little lower than the 
Angels, Pal. 8.4. He hath aſſięned un- 

$63 to 
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to him after this life the fellowſhip of the 
lame Kingdom with the Angels. But man 
heing iy honour hid no underſtanding, and 
was compared unto the beaſts that periſh, 
Pſal. 49. 20. By his own malice he mide 
himlelf ſuch a Salamander, that muſt al- 
ways live, or always dye, in Eternal flames. 
73 choſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 
are Eternal; but theſe fix things eſpeci- 
ally. 


m1 


CHAP. I. 
What things are Eternal in Hell. 


& HE damned himſelf is Eternal and 

dyeth nor. No Man can make an 
end of himſelf, cr another. They ſhall ſeck 
death, and ſhall not find ir, Rev. 9. 6. Yea, 
the very deſire of death, in as much as 
their dcfire cannot be ſatisfied, ſha!l greac- 
ly increaſe their corments, 

2. The Priſon it ſelf is Eternal; It can ne- 
ver fall to ruin, it can never be broken 
down, it can never be digged through, It 
is barred up with rocks and mountains ; 
The locks and bars are {> firm and ſtrong, 
that none can get out. If any of the dam- 
ned ſhculd, by God's per miſſion, before the 
day of judgment come cut from thence, 


yer ſtill he ſhouid carry an Hell about 
him, 


ence, 
about 


, I[litah 66. 24. Rev. 14. 11. 


Io propheſi:d Haiab. 
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him, and never be free from tormenr, 

3. The fire there is Eternal. Chriſt him- 
ſe't, in Matthew, faith as much eypreſly+ 
Aith. 25.41. Dep.t from me, ye culſel, in- 
tz everlaſting fire, or fire Et rnil. Deſt 
thou hear this word, Eternal? The anger 
of the Lord doth kindle this fire, and iz 
all never be put eur, To this bearerh 
{ſaith witneſs, ſiyirg, The breath , the 
Lord libe a fiream of Brimſtone dith kindle 
it, it ſhail burn night and day, and /haZ 
112 be quenched, the (mobe thereof ſhall aſ- 
cond up for ever and ever, Iſaiah 30. 33. 
Eternal pu- 
ri(ſhments, and Eternal Life are 
Kel ites, as St. Auguſtine ſpeak- Lib, 12. 
eth; and Relates. are of like de Civ. 
continuance: To ſay therefore, c. 23. 
that Eternal Life ſnall be with- 
ou! end, and Eternal puniſhment ſhall have 
an end, is very abſurd. Who thereture 
wil defer his converſion? 

4. As the things mentioned before are 
Eternal, fo is the Worm, and conſcience 
tormented with deep delpair for the life 
paſt, IIa. 66. 24. Their worm ſhall not die: 
The Poets of old 
tran{Jaced this out of Holy Writ into their 
Fables: For what is that Tityus, of whom 
Virgil feigntth, That a flying Vulture every - 
Cy goaws and tears his Liver, wh'cih is 

C3 every 
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every night again Sed and made up, 
that every day the Vulture may have more 
prey fo gnaw upon? Whar 1s the Vulture 
but the Worm we ſpeak-nt ! And what is 
the Lwer but the Conſcience alway$g0awn, 
and rormented? 

5. To this Eternity of He!l belongeth al- 
ſo the laſ? Sentence, and the laſt Decree pro- 
nounced by Chriſt the Judge: A Decree 
(Alas /) irrevocable, immurable, Frere 
nal, There is no Appealing from it; It 
the Sentence be once pronounced by the 
Mouth of this Judge, it ſtands irrevocable 
for all Erernity, In Hell there is no Re- 
dempti on, not any, no not any; bur Eter- 
nail dt ſperation. The Blood of Chriſt 
when it was newiy poured out oa the 
Mount of Golgozha, though of infinite eff: 
cacy for ſatistaction, yet reacheth not un- 
to the damned. * the yoke of the Cera, 
Laith Saint Bernard, be a yoke of Repentance, 
you think that in it ſe f it is not ſweet : But 
415 Jou muſt krow, That it is moſt ſweet, if 

+ be cromparet with the fire of which it is 
; * Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſling 
2 Matt. 25. 41. 

6, The Puniſhment or Pain of loſs alſo, as 
they call it, is Eternal, being che priva- 
dion of the ſight of God for ever, which 
togethet with all the other torments of the 
damued ſhali never have end : becauſe 

chere 


upon Eternity 29 


gere can be no place for ſatis faction. For 
though theſe torments ſhall continue in- 
$nire millions of years, yet there ſhall nor 
oat day, no not ne hour, no not 19 much 
2% 4 moment of reſt and reſpite be gratt- 
ed, There ſhall be viciſſiitude and variety 
of rorments, but to their greater pain and 
grief. Chriſt often ſoretold it by Aſat- 
zhew in plain words, Mitih. 9. 12. The 
chilaren F the Kingdom ſhall be caſt cut into 
utter darkneſs; there ſhall be weeping and 
graſhing f teeth : weeping tor heit; and 
gn:thirg eth, tor cold. How then can 
Man be io forgetful of himſelf and God ? 
How can he ſo degenerate into a Beaft ? 
Yea rather, how can he become like a 
rock or a ſtone, fo ſenſcleſ, as when he 
all think upon the unſufferable and un- 
atterable torments of Kell, which never 
Mall have end, then not to fear and trem- 
ble, and ſay with himſelf thus, I am for 
certain in the way to Eternity, and I know 
dot how foon I may come to my journeys 
end: I fit on the ſtairs of Eternity, and — 
every little thruſt is ready to plunge me 
:nro che borromleſs pit? But it it ſeem fo 
grievous and intolerable for a Man to lye, 
tough but for one night, on a ſoft Fea- 
ther- bed, and never ſleep or cloſe his 
Eyes, but to ſigh and groan for pain in 
us Herd, or any other Member, tor the 
C "ES Tooth- 
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roork-ach, or for the ftone : If the night 
, 4:ems long, and the day a great way off, 
and the Sun to flack his cc ming: And ye, 
as I fa1d, he lies upon a good Feather-bcd, 
ard if he will kavc bura little patience, hc 
may hope to find eaſe in the day, and help 
from the Phyſician, Alack, Alack / how 
intolerable ſhall it be, to lie night and day 
in the fire, for a thouſand and a theuſand, 
and again, I ſay, a thouſand years“ How 
incolicrable ſhall it be, there to watch, to 
hunger, to thirſt, ro burn, to be rormen- 
red extreamly in every part, and not to 
hope for any reſt, or ſo much as a drop of 
cold Wather; bur to be always in deſpair, 
and ſo to fry and to be tortured for infinite 
millions of Ages, and to be ſo far from 
tinding any end, as never to be able to 

hope fer any end / There, faith 
De Tomas, one hours puniſhment 
Chriſt, ſnall be more grievous, than an 
zmit:t, hundred years here in the moſt 


lib. 1. bitter puniſhment that can be. 


exp. 24. There is no reſt, no conſolation 

to the damned, P/al. 6. 1.0 Lord, 
rebube me not in thine anger, neither chaſien 
em? in thy bot diſpleaſure. Plal. 25. 7. Re. 
1momber not the fins of my youth, nt my tran!» 
grefſions, Unleſs thou wilt have mercy, © 
Cd, I muſt necds perith, 


CHAY, 


9 
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, SHA PI 
Why Hell is Eternal, 
. Ere ariſeth a Queſtion, which is wor- 


F | thy to be known of all Men, How 
P it can be, that God, who is good and mer- 
0 ciful, and whoſe mercy is over ail his 
ö works, ſhould not ithſtanding puniſh even 
b ne mortal fin, committed, it may be, in a 
£ momenr, and in thought only; how he 
8 ſhould puniſh ſuch a Sin, I ſay, for all 
Eternity ; and ſo puniſh it, that it thall de- 
ferve ſtill always to bepun'fhd : and rhcugh 
millions of years be paſſ:d, yer it ſhall ne- 
, ver be ſaid, this fin hath been ſufficiently 


* puniſh'd, it is enough, he hath made ſa- 
* tisfaction for the wicked thought, by which 
2 e hath offended Gad. 

{1 What then? Hath God for one fin 
1 and that in thought only, decreed the pu- 
1 nſhment of everl:ſting fire? M hat (qua- 
ſt ty is there in this, for a mentary fin, 
> o appoint an Eternal puniſhment? Why 
* doth blefled David d our, O gie thanks 
a, unto the Lord ; for he is god, and his mercy 
oe enduretb for ever Pſa'. 106. 1. 107. 1. 
5 119, I. 137. 1. and why doth he repeat 
* twenty ſeven times, if God be ſo fevere ? 
9 To this St, Auguſtine, Gregory, Thomas A- 


ganas, and others anfwer, That in every - 
E'2 morcal 
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mortal fin the offence of its own nature 13 
infinice, becauſe it is an injury againſt rhe 
infinite Majeſty of God. Again, Ke that 
dyeth guilty of a mortal fin without repen- 
tance, doch as much as if he ſhould fin 
Eternally : For if he might live Eternall, 
he would fin Ezernally : He hath not loſt a 


will co fin, but life in which to fin, ſtill 


being ready to fin, if he might live ſtill; 
So he doth net ceaſe to fin, but deth ceaſe 
to live, Further it is ro be conſidered, 
That a damned Pert5n can never make 
latistaction, though te ſhould pay never 
ſo much; For being an enemy, and not 
in favour with God, hi payment is noc 
worthy accep:aticn ; feing that he him- 
{elf is not accepted with him. Neither in- 
deed, ro ſpeak truly, can he be ſaid to 
pay any thing; becauſe he doth nothing, 
bur ſuffers only Puniſhment; and that 
a2ainft his will, We will make the mat- 
ter yer more plain by a familiar Example. 
Suppoſe a man ſnhould borrow of his ne gh- 
bour a thouſaud Crowns, and for tne uſe 
thereof make over the Rent of his Houſe 
unto him for ever. ft may be in twenty 
years he may thus repay the Sum of Mo- 
ney borrowd ; Ewe what then? Is 
he fully diſcharged cf all the debt? Doth 
there remain nothing to be pay'd ? The 
Principal remains ſtill as due to be pay d, 

5 


- 
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as it there had been nothing at all pay d- 
For this is the nature of ſuch Lones, tnat 
although the yearly Uſe be pay'd, ſtill the 
principal remains intire, and due to be pay d. 
So ic is with the damned; For although 


| they ſhould pay never ſo much; yet they 


can never get out of debt: They are 
debtors ſtill, and ever ſhall be, 7/a. 1. 
31. The ſtring ſhall be as tow, and the ma- 
br of it as a ſpark; they ſhall both) burn to- 
gether, and none ſhall quench them. _ 
Suetonius reports of Tiberius Cæ- Sueton. 
/ar, that being Petitioned unto ib. 3. 
dy a certain Offender ro haſten cap. 6. 
his puniſhment, and to grant him 

a ſpeedy diſparch, he made him this 
in{wer, Nondum tecum in gratiam redii, 
Stay Sir, Du and I are not yet Friends, 
Chriſt is a moſt Juſt Judge, no Tyrant, no 
Tiberius. And yer if one of che damned 
after a thouſand years burning in Hell 
[hould beg and inrrear for @ ſpeedy death, 
he would anſwer after the ſame manner, 
dam tecum in gratiam redii, Stay Sir, Jou 
and are net yet friends. If after a thou- 
{and years more he ſhould atk the fame 
ching, he ſhou'd receive the fame anſwer, 
Nontum tecum in gratiam rediil, Stay. Tou 
and J are not yet Friends, If after an hun- 
dred thouſand years yet more, yea mil- 
ions of years he ſhould ask again, 3 
©. 
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he ſhould receive the ſame anſwer, Nn- 
dum tecum in gratiam redii, Stay, Tou and 
are not yet Friends; The time was, I 
offered to be thy Friend ; but thou wouldſt 
not; yea, thy Father, but thou wouldſt 
not. I offered thee my Grace a thouſand 
and a thouſard times; but thou rejecedit 
it, This I knew tight well, and Thejid my 

eace, and further expected, forty, fiſty, 
ſixty years, to fee if thou wouldſt change 
thy mind and courſe of Life. But there fol- 
fow'd no ſerious or true repentance. Thou 
haſt ſet at nought all my coun/els, and would 
none of my reproof. Thou haſt hated Inſtru- 
Aion, and haſt caſt my words behind thee, 
Prov. I. 25. Pal. 50. 17. Eat therefore 
the truit of thine own ways, and be filled 
wich thy own counſels. Prov. 1. 26. I will 
laugh at thy deſtruction for ever: neither 
ſhall my Juſtice after infinite ages give thee 
any anſwer but this, Nondum tecum in gra- 
tlam redii, Stay, Du and 1 are not yet 
Friexds, O God which art in Heaven/ O 
ſin u hich throweſt men headlong into hell, 
me hell of Tormenrs, and into the bottom- 
bels pit of Erernal pains! Bur righteous art 
thou, O Lord, and upright are thy Judgments. 
Pſal. 119. 157. Juſt and right it ie, that 


he which would not by Repentance ac- 
zept of Mercy when it was offered, 
Mond by Puniſnmeut be termented, 

and 
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ind have Juſtice without Mercy for 
ever, 


—— - ————— 


CHAP, III. 


Other Matives to the Conſideration of Eternity, 
drawn from Nature. 


UT I return to the School of Nature, 

to confider further upon Eternit). 
There are found hot Baths in certain Moun- 
tains and Rocks, whoſe Waters in running 
make ſuch a noiſe and murmuring, that 
die diſeaſed perſons that reſort thither for 
Cure, if at the entrance into the Bath, 
hey do but imagine they hear muſical In- 
'truments, and an harmonious conſort, they 
have their ears ſo pull'd with the continual 
noiſe thereof, that the Mufick which ar firſt 
was fweer unto them, becomes at length, 
their imagination working upon it, ve- 
„ loarhſone, and a torment unto them: 
But it they imagine they hear a Drum, or 
any other loud ſounding Inſtrument, they 
at levgth grow almoſt mad with the noiſe 
:hereci daily moleſting and troubling them. 
From whence aiſo we are led, as it were 
the hand, to the Conſideration of Eter- 
"ity, The weeping and wailing, yelling 
ind crying which 1s heard at the firſt en- 
cance of Hell's mouth under thoſe infernal 
Monte 
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moutains ſhall never ceaſe, but ſhall tor- 
ment the damned without end, and be no 
whir mitigated by time and long ſuffer- 
ance. Bur on the contrary tte Bleſſed in 
Heiven 'ſhall without wearineſs hear the 
Torice Holy Song, Holy, Hoh, Holy); yea, 
and the more they hear ir, the more they 
ſhall be delighted wich the ſound thereof. 
Chriſt ia his Conference with che Woman 
of Samaria, makes often mention of Erer- 
nity, and life everlaſting. Hhoſcever arink- 
eth of the water that I ſhall give ham, ſhall 
never thirſt : But the water that I ſhall give 
him, ſhall be in him a well of water, ſpring- 
ing up unto everlaſling life, John 4. 14. 1 


= - would we did thirſt with the Woman of 


Samaria after thoſe waters, and earneſtly 
pray for them: O Lord, give me of this wa- 
ter, that I thirſt not, John 4. 1s. Give me, 
O Chriſt, though but a drop of this water, 
that is, ſome thirſt and defire after Eternal 
Life. In the year after the Nativity of our 
Lord fourſcore and one (as Suetonias, Dion, 
and Plinius Secundus tell at large) on the 
firſt Day of November, about ſeven of the 
Clock, at the Mountain Veſuvius in Cam- 
pania, there wes an horrible eruption of 
fire, before which there went an unuſal 
drought, and grievous Earthquakes. There 
was alſo heard a noiſe under Earth, as if 
it had been Thunder. The Sea reared and 

| mad 


o- 
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made a noiſe; che Heaven thundred as if 
mountains had in contlict met together; 
great ſtones were ſeen to fall; the Air was 
filled with ſmoak and fire mixt together? 
the Sun did hide his head. Whereupon it 
was thought by many that the World was 
a moſt at an end, and that the laſt day was 
come, wherein all ſhould be conſumed 
with fire: For there were ſuch abundance 
of aſhes ſcatrered up and down over Land 
and Sea, and in the Air, that there was 
much hurt done amonſt Men and Cattel, 
ind in the Fields, the Fiſh and Fowl were 
deftroyed, that two Cities, the name of 
the one was Herculanum, and the name of 
the vther Pompii, were utterly ruined. 
Theſe and ſuch other like Caverns in the 
Earth, with Precipices and fiery Mountains 
ways flaming, but never going out, are 
| vely examples given us by God, to put us 
| u mind of the fire of Hell, in which the 
Eodies of the curſed ſhall be always burn- 
| n, bur never be burnt out. Concerning 


J this you may read Tertulli- 

' an, Aſinut his, and Pacian. Tertul. Apol. 
: See, O Man, how provident- c. 48. Mint, 
© ly even Nature her ſelf doth in Od. Pa- 
F do befors, thee, and as it cian de pæ- 
| were lead thee by the Hand nitent, 
< to the Contemplation of E-. confeſſ. 
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To conclude, This Time of ours carrieth 
with it ſome ſign and print of Eternity. 
Nature fain would have us learn the thing 
ſignify'd by the ſign, and take a ſcantling 
of Eternity by the little module and mea- 

ſure of time. It is the ſaying 
In Sent, of St. Auguſtine, This is the dif- 
ſen.270, ference between rhinzs Temporal 

and Erernal; We love things 
Temporal more, before we have them; and 
efteem them not ſo much when we have 
them: For the Soul cannot be farisfy'd but 
wich true and ſecure Eternity, and joy 
which is Eternal and incorrup:ible, Pur 
things Eternal, when they zre actually 
poſſeſſed, are much more lovey than before, 
when they were only defired and hoped 
for: For neither could Faith believe, nor 
Hope expect ſo much as Charity and Tove 
Mall find, when once we ſhall be admitted 
ro poſſeſſion, Why then doth net Earth 
ſeem vile in our Eyes, eſpecially when we 
muſt e er long forſake it? and why do we 
not with ardent defire lift up cut Eyes to 
Heaven, where we ſhall inherit a Kingdom, 
and that Eternal. 
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THE THIRD 


CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY. 


Rs. om. Ald 


Hherein the old Romans principally placed 
their Eternity. 


Linius Secundus thought Epiſt. 2. 
choſe Men happy, which ad Tat. 
either did things worthy 

o be wrote, or wrote things worthy to be | 
read ; bur choſe Men of all moſt happy, 
which could do both. So the Romans | 
:10ught they might three manner of ways 
cternize their Fame, and tranſmit their bl 
Names unto Poſterity. Firſt they wrote F 
many Excellent things ; many excellent in- 1 
deed, bur not all, not all chaſte, not all 
10ly : They committed to writing their 
own blemiſhes, their diſhoneſt loves, and 
thy Luſts : But this was no honeſt or 
ings high way to Eternity. How many Books 
«ive dy'd before their Authors, and accor- 


Aung to Plato, have been like unto the Gar- 
| dens 
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dens of Adonis: as ſoon dead as ſprung up- 
They pleaſed not long which quickly plea- 
ſed. But ſuppoſe the Books of all the Ro- 
mans ſhon!d our-!ive time, and be alwayes 
extant and expoſed to publick view, yet 
they ſhould not be able to give life unto 
their Authors, 

Again, the Romans did not only write, 
bur alſo did many brave works worthy to 
be recorded by the Pens of eloquent and 
learned men, and theſe works were of di- 
vers kinds, They ſought Eternity in many 
things, but found it in nothing, as we are 
taught to believe. They were great (we 
do not deny ic) in civil and war'ixe aft.1rs, 
ar home and abroad : admirable tor their 


kill in Arts and Sciences : Magnificent 


and profuſe in ſetting forth Shews, and be- 
ſtowinz Gifts: wonderful even to aſton'ſa- 
ment for ſtately Buildings, Tom's, Vault, 
Monuments and Sratutes, as you may guete 
by theſe few particulars, u hich 1 will brict- 
ly run over, 

Auguſtus, in his own name, and at his 
own proper charges, fer forth Plays and 
Games four and twenty times, and at tte 
charge of the common Treaſury, three and 
twenty times: and never a one of choſe 
coſt hm under two Millions and five hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns; and this ſo great 


a ſum of Money, I fay, was all laid out 
upon 
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upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 
c:;eapeſt that ever Auguſtus ſet forth, came 
o a Nillion two hundred and fifty thou- 
{and Crowns, 

Nero gilded over the whole Theatre; 
the Ornaments of the Tyring Houſe ard 
Comical implements he made all of Gold: 
To thele you may add ſquare pieees of 
Word, or wooden Lots fcartered amongſt 
che People, which had for their Infcripti- 
ons, whole Houſes, Fields, Grounds, Farms, 
Slaves, Servants, Beaſts, great ſums of Sil- 
ver, and many times Jewels a grear num- 
her: To whoſoevers Lot fell any one of 
:11cfe, he preſeritly received according to 
the inſcrip:10n, 

The fame Nero for a Donative to a Com- 
mon Soldier, commanded to be told two 
undred and fifty thouſand Crowns 

Agrippina ( Nero's'Mother ) cauferh the 
'tke ſum of Mony to be lad upon a Table, 
thereby ſecretly reprehending and labour- 
ing to teſtrain her Sons profuſencts, Where- 
upon Nero perceiving that he was toucht, 
:5mmanded another ſum to be added as 
great as the former, and faid thus, Neſci- 
um me tam parum dediſſe, I forgot my ſelf 
n giving #9 little. | 

Tie iame Nero entertained at Rome for 
ninc Months together King Tridates, and 
a every day at coft for him twenty _w 
an 
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ſand Crowns, which came in nine Months 
to five millions and forty thouſand Crowns. 
And at his departure he gave him for a Vi- 
aticum, or to ſpend by the way, two mil- 
Jions and an half, What ſhould I tell 
you of their ſtately and magnificent buil- 
dings ? 

Caligula the Emperor made a Bridge 
over an Arm of the Sea, three Miles 
long. | 

There were Temples in Rome four hun- 
dred twenty tour, moſt of them were mag- 
nificent. 

Domitian ſpent upon the ſole gilding of 
the Capitol, ſeven millions. 

On the Stairs of the Amphitheater, which 
were made all of Stone, there might fit ve. 
ry conveniently, fourſcore and ſeven thou- 
ſand Spectators; above, there might ſtand 
i round about twelve thouſand, In all four- 
ſcore and nineteen thouſand. 

. Beſides many others, there were twelve 
publick Paths made by the Emperor, where 
#2 Men might bathe gratis. 
5 In the hot Baths of Antonius, there 
* were of poliſhed Stone one thouſand and 
ſix hundred ſcats, and there might ſo ma- 
ny _—_ bathe themſelvcs very conveni- 
cently, 
= the Bath of Hetra/cus, as Pliny ſaith, 


all were of Silver, the paſſages for the Wa- 
ter, 
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et, the lips of the Bath, and the very floor 
ic felf, Bur I paſs to other things, 

At Rome there were almoſt as many Sta- 
rues as Men, of no worſe matter than Silver 
and Gold, beſide infinite others of Braſs, 
Marble, and Ivory, 

Domitian had one of Gold in the Capitol, 
an hundred poud weight. 

Commodus and Claudius had alſo Statues 
ot Gold, each of them being of a thouſand 
pound weight, Claudius had alſo in the 
place at Rome called Roſtra, another of Sil- 
ver, Hereupon there was a certain Officer 
:ppointed, who was called the Count of 
ome, on whom there attended a great ma- 
Soldiers continually to guard and look 
{0 rhe great number of Statues. 

ne way which is called Appia, will ex- 
crciſe a nimble Footman five Days in run- 
ning it over. It reached in length, from 
R:me to Capua; ſo broad, that two Coaches 
might meet and never trouble one another; 
o wlid and firm, as if it were all of one 
Stone, in no place looſe or broken up. 
There were alſo more ways like unto this. 
't 15 incredible what good Authors do write 
©! cher Conduits and Aquaducts. 

Claudius the Emperor beſtowed about 
one, ſeven Millions of Gold and a half; 
and there were maintained fix hundred 
ien with the only keeping and — 
| e 


* * . \ p E FF” 
— n _ N 


— 
1 2 —_— 


46 The third Conſideration 


the waters. Theſe were great works in- 
deed, but the Authors thereof in part de- 
ſerved reprehenſion for their immoderate 
profuſeneſs. There was at Rome one 
thing that ſurpaſſed their ſtately build- 
ings, but (as for name, to ſay no worſe, 
and to ſpare your ears) diſhonourable, and 
not fit to be named. They had certain 


Vaults under earth built with Arches, you 


may call them the ſinks of the City (they 
called them Cloacas) running with water, 
to carry away all che filth of the City. Of 
theſe chere were ſo many, ſo large, and 
ſo long, that you may well reckon them 
amongſt the wonders of the World, I 
need not inſtance any more: theſe which 
I have named are ſufficient. He that is 


any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath 


heard ot the great power and wealth of 
the Romans in former ages, vill eaſily 
believe my relaticu: if he will not believe 
me, let him believe the teſtimony of Sye- 
fonins, Dion Caſſius, Pliny, Liny, and 
others that have wroce of the Roman Mo- 
numents. 

Theſe things which I have reckoned up, 
are very laudable in themfelves, But 
they governed their Common-3: ealth ſo 
prudently, that in War for the moſt part 
they were unconquerab'e, for Arts and 
Sciences excellent, for Vertue ih uſtrious; 

in. 
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inſomuch, that Cyneas an Ambaſſador ſent 
ſrom Pyrrhus, a very eloquent and intel- 
!izent man, when he had all in vain folici- 
ted rhe City ro make a League with his 
Lord and Maſter, which League could 
not ſtand with che honour of the Romans, 
upon his return told rhe King, That he 
thought the City to be a Temple, and all the 
þ Senators, Kings, Herein the Romans were 
| highly to be commended : but in this 
i they were much overſeen (though other- 
N vile very prudent men) in placing their 
| Eternity in ſuch things as neither could 
1 vive unto them nor had in themſelves 
ſ Eternity. It the Romans had made choice 
h ot Saint Auguſtine for their guide in the 
is way to Eternity, he would have ſhewed 
h' dem a more certain and readier way, For 
of what faith he? We a not account thoſe Em- 
ly perours happy which have reigned long, or 
ve ich have often triumphed as Conquerors over 
e- focir Enemies, or which h:ve treaſured up 
nd | much wealth, Theſe things often happen to 
o- 7s that have no right or title to the King- 
dom which is Eternal, Who then in Saint 
up, Nuſline's opinion are to be accounted 
truly happy? Hearken, O ye Emperours, 
VU ye Kings and Princes: You ſhall in Saint 
4u:1Rine's ſenſe obtain true and Eternal hap» 
bine, by the obſervation of theſe Rules 
lollowing, 
D 1. The 
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1. The Rule of Fuſtice, By ruling juſt- 
Iy, and hating the very vizard and paint- 

ed face of injuſtice, | 

2. The Rule of Modeſly. By not being 
puffed up by the vain applauſes, acclama- 
tions and titles of honour, but by cemem- 
bring your ſelves to be but men. 

3. The Rule of the Fear and Love of 
Cod. By propagating by ail means the 
true Worſhip of God; by ſubjecting all 
humane power to his Divine Majcſty ; by 
ſcrving him in fear and love. | 

4. The Deſire of Heaven. By ſetting 
your love and affection upon the Kingdom 
which is Eternal, where one ſhall not envy 
anothers power. 

5. The Rule of Facility, and readine/ 

10 forgive. By being ſwift to forgive, and 
flow to puniſh,bur when the glory of God, Þ 
and the necetfity of the Common-wealth Þ ; 
callerch tor it. 

6. Mercy and Liberality, By temper- 1 
ing the (everity of the Laus by the Oyl Þ 
of Mercy, and the ſweet odour of bere- 
ficency. y 

7. Contine"cy, By not giving the Reins 
to Luxury, but by bridling yc ur appetites 
and eoncupi cences; and the more hber- 
ty you have the leis abutin;; it unto licen- 


tiouſneſs. 


8. Moderation of Paſſiins, By chooſing 
rather 
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'- rarher to get the conqueſt over evil Paſ- 

[= ſions, than by domineering over Natl- 
ONS. 

g 9. The ſtudy of Humility and Prayer. 

4- By doing all thcſe, not for vain-glory, bur 

n- For the glory of God, and the attainment 


of Eternal felicity: and again, by never 
of Þ negleQing that maſt noble ſacrifice of Hu- 
1 mility and Prayer. 
1! Theſe Rules or Laws hath Sr. Auguſtine 
by Þ fixed upon the double gates of the World, 
as a glaſs fic for Princes to look into, 
nz But, O ye Romans, how tar have ye gone 
m aſtray from the way that Teadeth unto the 
vy Þ gatcs whereon theſe Laws are fixed Not 
:0 ſpeak of other things, you have inſtead 
of one and the only true God, brought in 
od Þ innumerable others, to worſhip ͤ them 
od, ich are no Gods, For Rome ſeemeth 
ch g make it a great matter of Religion, to 
::tuſe no falſity; and when ſhe rulech al- 
er- :mott over all Nations, to ferve and follow 
Oyl © errors of all Nations. 
ne- But to let theſe things paſs alfo : how 
vain and ridiculous a thing is it for them 
eins co leave behind chem all their Eternity in 
cires barchments and Papers, in Marble and 
ber- W other Stone, in Theaters and Pyramids, 
en- if Monuments and Tombs What is now 
hecome of their Eternity which was ſome- 
0108 ne carved in Stone? The fame hath 
cher D 2 hapned 


50 The third Conſideration 


| hapened unto Rome, which alſo befell 7e- 


ruſalem. The Diſciples pointing at the 
buildings of the Temple at Jeruſalem, laid 


unto cur Saviour Chriſt, Maſler, See what 


manner of ſtones, and what bulldings are 
here! Mark 13. 1. whereupon Chriſt an- 
ſwered and ſaid, See ye all theſe tuildings ? 


Verily I ſay unto you, There ſhall not be left 
here one ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be 


thrown down, Matth. 24. 2. S0 there is 


nothing Eternal in this World. And where 


is now old Rome? If this queſtion be de- 
manded; the Anſwer may be this, Here it 
wan. Where are they that built it? Then 
are dead and gyne. There is not ſo much as 
their Aſhes le t of them. And ere long we 
muſt all go the ſame way, become like 2 
ſhadow, return unto duſt, and be diffol. 
ved into nothing. Oh the poor and mean 
condition of mortal Men, even at the 
grcareſt / Oh the inſtability and frailty of 
che ſtrongeſt Men, even in the prime ct 
all their ſtrength! For what is now be- 
come of all thoſe things, or where are 
rhey? They are quite vaniſhed away, Where 
i their Money, which they heaped up be— 
yond beiict? Tis ſcattered abroad, Where 
are their ſtately and lofty buildings? Thy 
are not to be ſeen, Such are all things elle 
though ro us they fe: m never ſo great no- 


thing elſe but a meer ihadow, and à dream, 


I! 


1 


V1, 


tlie far the Romans have gore aftray from 
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it they be compared with Eternity, and 
thoſe things which are Eternal. The foun- 
dation on which the whole fabrick cf va- 
niſhing glory 1s ſer up, is too weak and 
mouldeting, and made bur of Cay, Stone 
and Marble cannot be ingraven with Cha- 
r:Qcrs and Inſcriptions of Eternity, Well 
laith Lactantiaus, The worbs of mortal men 
ze mortal, That there was a Ba'ylon, a- 
I, a Carthage, and a Rome, we believe: 
Put if we will believe no more than we ſee, 
there be ſcarce any reliques or ruinous 
zurts of them remaining, to perſwade us 
tat there re ſuc Cities. So the ſeven 
wonders of the world, fo Nero's golden 
Palace, Diocleſian's hot Baths, Antonius his 
Bath, Severus his Septizonium, Julia his 
Colotlus. Pompey's Amphicheater, have no 
tcoiſtep or print of hem remaining; no 
ſcarce upon Record, or rigiſtered in Books, 
and how far have all of theſe come ſhore 
ot Eternity, 


— PINT 


HAF. I. 


the true way of Eterrity, 


Nazareth, in a certain Conclave, 

A called by the Name of the Blefſed 
Virgin, there is in one place mention made 
D 3 of 


52 The third Conſideration 


of a Kindom, Of which Kingdom there ſhall 
be no end, Luk. I. 33. Such was not che King- 
dom cf Solomon: for that laſted but four 
hundred years even to the Captivity of Ba- 
Hlon. Such was not the Kingdom of the Ro- 
mans, ncither of the Perſians, ncr yet of the 
Grecians, For where are now thoſe Ring- 
doms in former times moſt flouriſhing ? 
Where are thoſe moſt antient Monarchies ! 

How freat was Nebuchadnezzar in Chaldea 

and Syria, ard after hm Belfſhazzar ? From 

them the Scepter was trat{latcd unto the 

Medes and Perfians, to Cyrus and Darius, 

neither continucd it there long. From 
thence it wies tranflated into Greece, to 4. 
texander, ſurnamed the Great, King of M.. 
cedon, for a long time moſt victorious and 
fortunate, But as warlike valour decayed, fo 
fortune failed, And ſo the Scepter was tran- 
{lated into Italy ro Julius Ceſar, and Of: 
us Apguſtus. What is b:come of all 
theſe Rings? Where are they ? But thou, 0 
Ch riſtian man, ſeek that K ngdom, Of which 
Kir gdom there ſhall be no end. Numantia, 
Athens, Carthage, and Sparta, all are come 
to an end, they are utterly periſhed, Bur a 
for the Kingdem which is above, Of th: 
there ſhall be no end. The King that ruletl 
there is Eternal, and thoſe that live in that 
Rirdom are Eternal. The Lord (hall reig! 


for ever and ever, Exod. 15. 14. On whic" 
| words, 


r ä 
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words, faith Origen, Daft thou think that the 
Tord ſhall reign for ever and ever? Tea, be 
hall reign for ever and ever, and beyond that 
70%. Say what thou canſt, thou ſhalc ſtill 
come ſhore of the duration of his King-- 
dom: the Prophet will ſtil] add ſomething, 
as tor example, after for ever, yet more, and 
er, ot, beyond that tos. And yet, ſaith Iſidore, 
ugh this Kingdom be Eternal, thougn 
111nte, though cvery way bleſſed, though: 
be promiſed to us, not a word of that. For 
„hat man is there of a thouſand that 
ſpends the leaſt part of a day in medita- 
ting upon that? that ever once makes 
mention of that? that ever inſtructs his 
ite, his Children, and his Servants con- 
cerning that? We prattle much of all 
other things; but for Heaven, there is 
'carce any mention made of that; or if 
there be, ſurely it is very rare. In ſet- 
ting forth the commendation of his own 
Countrey, every man is a nimble-tongued 
Oratour: Bur as for that which is our true 
Countrey indeed, we bluſh and are almoſt 
aſhamed, being ro modeſt in commend- 
ing that. For it is come to paſs in theſe 
days, by the diſuſe of holy conference, 
that men think themſelves not witty nor 
lacete enough, unleſs they ſpeak idle and 
unprofirable words, and make fooliſh: 
jelts; nay, that is not all, unleſs their 


D 4 


checks 


14 The third Conſideration 


checks ſrell, and their lips run over with 
filthy and unſavoury ſpecches. Oh! This 
is to go aftray quite out of the way. But 
ler our hearts and mouths be filled with 
rae praiſe and deſire of things Eternal; let 
our thoughts and words always run after 
them: we have no other way to true glory, 
but this; and there is no true glory, but 
that which is Eternal. | 
The chief Prieſts and the Pharifces a- 

monſt the Jews, to overchrow Chriſt's 
power (as they thought) and ro eternize 
their politick Government, aſſembled 
themſelves together in Counſel : and by 
their fooliſh wiſdom (as it proved) made 

Decrees to their own hurt. Ele- 
Auguſt, gantly fpraketh St. Auguſtine of 

them, Conſulting and Delibe- 
rating together in full Court: The chief 
Prieſts, ſaith” he, and the Phariſecs took 
counſel together what they ſhould do for 
their own good, and yet they ſaid not, Let 
us believe. The wicked and ungodly men 
ſought more how to hurt and to deſtroy, 
than how to provide for their own {: curity, 
that they might be ſaved. And yet they 
were in feat and in counſe!: For they ſaid, 
Woat do we? For this man doth many Mira- 
cles, If we let him thus alone, all men will 
believe on him. And the Remans fhall 


come, and take away both our Place and 
NVuain, 
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Nation, John 11. 47, 48. They vers 
afraid ro loſe things Temporal, and never 
thought upon the life which is Eternal : 
and fo they loſt both. Such is the vanity, 
and affected mockery of our fooliſh cogi- 
rations, What are we? and what is ali 
that we call ours? J day we flouriſh like 
a flower, we are well ſpoken of, we pleaſe 
and are in favour with Men: But (alas ) 
to morrow cur flower will fade, we ſhall 
be ill ſpoken of, and out of favcur with 
God and Man : Man whom hitherto we 
pleaſed ; and God, whom we never ſtu- 
died for to pleaſe, We negle& Heaven, 


and keep not Earth : We get not the fa- 
vour of God, and loſe rhe Worlds favour. - 


And ſo we are moſt deplorably miſera- 


ble, and deſtitute on both ſides. If death 


would but ſpare thoſe that are the happy 
ones of this World, it may be they might 
find here ſome glory: ſome, I ſay, ſuch 


a3 it is; for there is none true but that 


which is in Heaven, and Eternal. But 


(alas ?) death ſpares no Man; fees in 
the dark, and is not ſcen; and watches 
his time when he may ſet upon us, when 
we think not of him. What ſhall become 


of us? Whither will he carry us, if here we 
have lived wickedly ? To the bar of Chriſts 


ndgment, and from thence to the pit of 


Hell; and from thence there is no te- 
D 5 demprion. 
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demption. Nobility from thence ſets no 
man free: Power delivers no man. The 
applauſe of men formerly given, yields 
there no comfort. Let us here ſeek the 
favour of God and his glory. That is the 
true glory which is got by the ſhunning of 
vaio glory; and there is no true glory but 
that which is Eternal, 3 
| Solomon in the Proverbs deſcri- 
Prov. berh Wiſdom like a Queen, at- 
3. 13. rended by two waiting-maide, E- 
ternity and Glory; the firſt on the 
right hand, the ſecond on the left. Glory is 
nothing worth, if there be not joined with 
it Eternity; that which all we Chriſtians 
do expect. Fer here we have no continuing 
City, but we ſeek one to come, Eternal in the 
| beavens. The righteous ſhall be had in ever- 
lafling remembrance, Heb, 13. 14. 2 Cor. 5. 
7. Plal. 112. 6. To give an Alms to 2 
poor Man, to moderate a greedy appe- 
rite, to refiſt an enemy of chaſtity, theſe 
are works that require not much pains, or 
rime for the doing; and yer the remem- 
brance of theſe, rogerher with their re- 
ward, ſhall be Eternal. What a ſmall 
thing was it that Mary Magdalen beſtow: 
ed upon our Saviours feet / How quickly 
had the done it! And yet it is made known 
throughout the whole world, Matth. 26 13. 


Some others, it may be, would have ad. 
| mired 


apo Etermty. 357 
mired other things in her, her cherry 
cheeks, her comely countenance, the 
pleaſant flower of her youth, her rare 
grace, her great riches, her affability and 
courteſie, and ſuch like. Theſe were not 
the things which Chriſt commends in her; 
but it was the office which ſhe performed 
unto his Feer, The thing it ſelf was nor 
great: and yer it was a means to procure 
tor her Eternal glory, and a never-dying 
name. It ſhall be preacht throughout the 
whole world: This is the Teſtimony of 
Chriſt, This work of hers was not engra- 
ven in Marble, nor caſt in Brafs, nor pro- 
mulged in the Market-place , nor pro- 
claimed with a Drum and a Trumpet: and 
yer it hath continued for a memorial of 
her to this day, and fo ſhall for ever, and 
It ſhall be preached throughout the whole 
world. If you confider the Aion it ſelf, 
Judas Iſcariot the covetuous Purſe-bearer- 
found fault with it: Simon the ſwelling 
and proud Phariſee condemned it : If the 
matter, it was but an Ointment, at the 
moſt not worth above thirty ſmall pieces 
of Gold: If the place; it was private - If 
the witneſſes preſent; they were but a few 
it the perſon; ſhe was a Woman, and one 
infamous: And yet for all thee, It ſhalt 
be preached throughout the whole world. 
Now many Emperours have gdyanced their 
kg . Colours: 
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Colours diſplayed, their victorious and 
triumphant Eagles, and ſer up their Stan- 
dards in their Enemies Camp / How ma- 
ny warlike Captains have led popular Ar- 
mies, and commanded them worthily / 
How many provident Governours have 
ruled their People very wiſely / How ma- 


ny Rings have erected rare Monuments, 


and Statues, and built Caſtles and Cities! 
How many learned Men have waſted their 
brains in new Inventions, and have like 
Chymicks, diſtilled them into Recetvers 
of Payer / And ro what end all this? To 
keep their Names in continual remem- 
brance, and to be recorded amongſt wor- 
thy and memorable Men, And yet not- 
withſtanding they lodge in the bed of fi- 
lence, and lie buried inthe grave of oblivi- 
ON. But one good work that the righteous 
doth, fhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance: Time and envy ſhall never de- 
face and conceal it; the wiſeſt Men, 
Captains, Prelates, and Rings themſelves 
ſhall with reverence read and hear it. 


E ſhall be preached throughout the whole 


world. | 

The only way then to immortality and 
true Eternity is, to live well, and fo to die 
well. Go to now, ye Romans, if ye will 
ſeek Eternity in Statues and Marble mouu- 


ments: but you ſhall never find it * 
or 


% 
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for my part will wiſh rather with St. Hie- 
rome, in the life of Paul the Eremite, Oh 
remember, ſaith he, MHierome a ſinner, 
who it God had given him the choice, 
would have preferred the poor Cloak of 
Paul with his good works, before the Scar- 
ler Robes of Kings with their Kingdoms, 
Ler us Chriſtians here, whilſt we have 
time, make over our Riches ; for fear leſt 
we loſe them, let us ſend them before us 
into another world: Heaven ſtands open, 
ready to receive them. We need not doubt 
of the ſafe carriage: the Carriers are ve- 
ry fairhful and truſty ; bur they are the 
poor and needy of this world. We make 
over unto them here by way of exchange a 
few things of little value, being co receive 
in Heaven an exceeding Eternal weight of 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. For fo hath Chrift 
promiſed upon the performanee of this 
precept. I ſay unto you, Make to your ſel ves 
friends of the Mammon of unright exuſneſs, that 
when ye fail, they may receive you into ever- 
laſting hatitations, But let us paſs from the 
Romans unto others. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP II. 


A better way than the former which the Ro- 
mans followed to Eternity. 


notable for his ſlaughter, had in 


Das the King of the Perſians, moſt 
1 


s Army ten thouſand Perſians, which 


Cel. 
Rho- 
digin, 
lib. 8. 
cap. 2. 
GI. 25. 


cap. 1 - 


he therefore called ; immortal 
(as Cælius Rhodiginus interpre- 
teth of not becauſe he thought 
they ſhould never die, (for 
where are there any ſuch?) bur 
becauſe as any of the number 
was diminiſhed by ſword or ſick- 
veſs, it was preſently made up; 
ſo that ſtill there was neither 


more nor leſs. than ven thouſand. Thus 
Darius framed unto himſelf a kind of im- 
mortality and Eternity: But (alaſs!) it 
was a very ſhort one; for within a little 
ſpace, he and all his Army utterly periſh- 
ed. The Preſidents and Princes aſſembled 
together unto Darius, and ſaid thus unto 
him, King Darius, Live for ever, Dan. 6. 6. 
Alas How vain was this wiſh, and how 
ſhort this Eternity? We live bur ſeventy 
or eighty years at the moſt : we ate but 
in a Dream, if we think to live here for 
ever, Not without cauſe therefore Xerxes, 
(when for. the conquering and ſubjugating 


Greecs 


Wl 


upon Eterniiy. 61 


Greece ( as Herodetus reports ) he carried 
with him out of Aſia two great Armies 
both by Sea and Land (in number three 
and twenty hundred thouſand, ſeventeen 
thouſand, and fix hundred, beſides others 
that attended upon Soldiers) upon a day 
raking his proſpe& from a Mountain, and 
beholding his Souldiers, fell a weeping ; 
and being asked the reaſon why, he ſaid 
ir was, Becauſe aſter a matrer of fifty or 
fixty years, of ſo many hundred thouſand: 
Men ſo ele and ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould 
be found alive. 

We may Dream, and feign unto our 
ſelves, I know not what Efernities ; Bur 
in the mean time we muſt needs die and 
are as water ſpilt upon the ground. 2 Sam, 
14. 14. 
E and better type of Eternity was 
found out at Conſtantinople, in the Year 
of our Lord 459. The Church of Con- 
ſtantinople, in the time when Gennadins 
was Biſhop, was augmented by a new and 
noble foundation of a Monaſtery of A4c#- 
mets dedicated to Saint Fohn Baptift. - 
Theſe Acæmets were ſo called for nor 
fleeping, becauſe they were never all at 
once to ſleep, but ſtill to be exerciſed in 
their courſe night and day in ſinging 
praiſes unto Gcd, Theſe Acæmets were 
d191ded aſter this manner into three Com- 

panics: 
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panies: ſo that when the firſt compa- 
ny had made an end of ſinging divine 
praiſes, the ſecond ſhould begin; and 
when the ſecond had made an end, the 
third ſhould begin; By means of this 
godly inſtitution, the City had in ſome 
ſort heaven within it ſelt > than ſounding 
with che praiſes of God; or ar leaſt a 
Type or Repreſentation of the Eternit) 
in Heaven, where God ſhall be praifed 
for all Eternity, with great delight and 


cheerfulneſs, and without all wearineſs. 


Therefore hath the Pſalmiſt good cauſe 
to cry out, Bleſſed are they which dwell in 
thy houſe, they will ſtill be praifing Thee, 
Pſalm 84. 4. Then ſhall all the bleſſed 


Jay, as Peter did upon the Mountain, 77 


# good for us to be here, Matth, 17. 
Bernard 4. For, as St. Bernard 1pcak- 
Serm. 2. eth, Eternity is true Tiches with- 
de Om. out meaſure: but he adds this 


S. S. withal, Ir is not found, unleſs 


it be ſought with perſeverance. 


But how ſhall we {5 ſeek that we may ob 
tain it? Hear what the good Father faith : 


By Poverty, by Meekneſs, and by Tears, 
there i renewed in the Soul the ſtamp and 
image of Eternity, which comprehendeth 
all times. Firſt, Poverty is the way to 
Eternity. Bleſſed are the pocr in ſpirit : for 


theins is the bingdom of beaven, Matth. 8. 3. 
i Whete- 


we make our ſelves ſecure of things pre- 
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where poor men are diſperſed and forſa- 
ken, there is the Heart and the Money 
locked up together in the Cheſt : where 
Money is expended according to the Rules 
of Avarice, there is no affect or love of 
poverty, there is no defire or love of E- 
ternity. Secondly, Meekneſs : By Meekne/$ 


ſent, and have an aſſurance of things 
to come, Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall 
inherit the earth, Mar. 5.5. If any man ask, 
What ſhall we ſay of him that is void of 
Meekneſs and Patience, that can fcarce at 
any time ſpeak a mild word? Whar gains 
he by his implacable impatience ? What 
doth it profit him to rage and fret with in- 
dignation, to make outcries and tumules, 
to ſhew his will to do miſchief, though he 
cannot effect what he would; or to con- 
clude to ſalute no man civilly, as if he 
were an enemy to all humanicy and affa- 
biliry ? What ſhall we ſay of ſuch a man? 
it chere be any ſuch, he is ſure to ſuffer 
loſs of goods or goed name or both. For 
the riches which he hath, he poſſeſſeth 
not, but keeps them like a dog, whoſe — 
perty is to bark at a man, to fly upon him 
and to bite him: as for his good name, if 
te have any, he ſnall not augment it by 
the title of impatience : and as for Hea- 
ver, he loſeth that before he hath taken 

| poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of it. Thirdly. Tears, For by 
weeping and mourning we redeem the 
time paſt, we recover what we prodigally 
ſpent by ſinning. But this mourning and 
fcrrow muſt not laſt for an hour only, or 
for a day: for this is nothing elſe but to 
do as he did, who at his Mother's death 
put on mourning-cloathes, forced for the 
preſent a few Tears, and fo went along ai- 
ter the Biere, and left her not till he faw 
her buried; but the tame day, or the next 
day after, wiped away all Tcars trom his 
Eyes, changed his weeping into laughing, 
caſt off his mourning-cloathes, and pur on 
colours. This is not to mourn in goed 
earneſt, to make and end of mourning ſo 
ſuddenly, But this we do (alas!) too 
often. To day we make publick conteffion 
of our fins to God, and hear Abſolution; 
we repent us of our ſins, and receive the 


holy Communion; and within a day after 


we fin again wich delight, and without 
fear, and oftentimes more grie vouſly than 
before. We deteſt for the preſent. the 
wicked courſe of our life paſt; and we re- 
turn again to the ſame paſs, We forſwear 
the ſins which we formerly committed; 
and again the ſame day we commit the 
ſame, So with the ſame tongue we pro- 
claim Chriſt innccent, and crucitie him 
afreſh, as we if were the true a” 
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of Pont ius Pilate, who with one and the 
ſame mouth did both abſolve him and 
condemn him, confeſſing that he found no 
cauſe of death in bim, Luke 23. 22, 24. and 
yet adjudging him to be crucified. We are 
very fickle and inconſtant, but in nothing 
more inconſtant than in the repetition of 2 
vicious courſe of Life. Alas! alas! we car- 
ry too much of the Moon, that is, Incon- 
ſtancy in our Breaſt, Sometimes we are ſo 
zcalcus and fo holy, that we will not ad- 
mit of a-cheerful countenance, for fear 
leſt jr ſhould hinder our ſanctity and de vo- 
tion: we lock demurely, caſting our eyes 
down to the ground, and knit the brows, as 
being angry with cur ſelves, when we find 
in our ſelves the leaſt remiſsneſs or coldneſs 
in holy duties, But this ſanctity and de vo- 
tion doth never continue long: after a 
while we begin to hate even piety it ſeif: 
and the Sixeam being turned, we turn again 
to our former riot and intempe rance: and 
we are as ready to diſſolve the knot of 
triendſhip made betwixt God and us, as at 
the firſt we were unwilling to have it knit. 
Ar length Piety, attended with ſorrow and 
r-pentance, preſents her ſelf again unto us, 
and puts to flight laſciviouſneſs, until the 
time comes that we begin to repent us of 
dur repentance, So we ſeldom continue 
long in any honeſt and godly courſe, for 
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it ſeems unto us too laborious : and at e- 
very light beck we row down the ſtream ot 
our former uncleanneſs. Such is the incon- 
ſtancy of our life, that it preſents unto 
our minds all forts of pleaſur:s and vices, 
We make an outward ſhew of adoring vir- 
tue; but in heart and mind we fail down 
and worſhip vice; a moſt laborious kind 
of ſervice. This is not the way unto E- 


- nity, unleſs it be of puniſnment and tor- 
ments which ſhall have no end. 


Let us ſingle out ene Chriſtian man of 


many, and ſuch 2 one eſpecially as is moſt 


addicted to his pleaſure; let us carry him 
along with us to the mouth of à Furnace 
red hot and flaming; and then let us begin 
to queſtion him after this manner: How 
much pleaſure wouldeſt thou ask to conti- 
nue burning in this Furnace for one day? 
He will anſwer to this undoubtedly, 1 
would not be tormented in theſe flame: 
for one day, to gain the whole w-rid and 
all the pleaſures in the world. But let u: 
propound another condition unto bim 
What reward wouldft thou ask to endurc 
this fire only for half a day? Propound 
what reward you will, there is nothing ſo 
delicate, ſo precious, ſo dear unto me, which 
I would be willing to buy at ſo dear a price, 
as theſe rorments. Bur to try once more, 


What reward ard pleaſure wouldſt = 
25 
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ask to go into this ſurnace, ind to ſtay there 
ut one hour? His anſwer will certainly be 
this, Let the moſt covetuous and impudent 
man in the world ask what he can, that is 
not to be compared with the unutterable 
and unſufferable ſcorchings and torments 
of this fire, though they ſhould laſt but for 
one hour. If theſe anſwers be good and 
agreeable to right reaſon, How comes it 
to pils, O God, that tor a little gain, and 
that but vile, for deceittul honour, and 
that fugitive, ſor filthy pleaſures, a nd that 
not long, ſo many men ſo little regard E- 
ternal puniſhment in Hell- fire! We can- 
not be perſwaded with any reward, no, 
though it be to gain a whole world to ſtay 
bur for one hour in fire Temporal : and yet, 
if either gain at any time invited us, or if 
honour ſmileth upon us, or pleaſure allu- 
reth us, we never fear Hell and fire Eter- 
nal. But thou wilt ſay, I hope for better; 
God is merciful, and his goodnets will not 
ſuffer me to deſpair, or to be terriſied With 
the fear of evil to come. So indeed we are 
vont to ſpeak : and the words in them- 
ſelves art not impious, if our works were 
pious, But for the moſt part our works are 
ſuch, that if we rightly confider them we 
hive little cauſe to hope for mercy, Ir is 
a very dangerous and fooliſh part, for a man 
o ie ina conſtant ccurſe of ungodlineſs, 
and 
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and to hope for Eternity amongſt the bleſ- 
ſed. Alas / one ſin is ſufficient to con- 
demn us. Knoweft thou not what Chriſt 
hath rhreatned in the Goſpel? Whoſo:er 
ſhall ſay unto his brother, Thou fool, ſhall be 
in danger of hell fire, Matth. 5. 22. Know- 
eſt thou not what Chriſt hath forbidden? 
Whoſoever looketh upon a woman to luſt after 
her, hath committed Adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart, v.28. Knoweſt thou not 
what Chriſt hath premonithed ? Not every 
one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſball enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : but he which doth the 
Will of my Father which is in heaven. Matth. 
7. 21, Knoweſt thou not that Chriſt hath 
ſnut many our of the gate? He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me: And he that taketh not his cross and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
Matth. 10. 37, 38. Rnoweſt thou not that 
Chriſt hath openly and painly ſaid, and 
again repeated? Many be called, but few 
choſen ; Math. 20, 16. and 22. Few indeed, 
yea very few. Knoweſt thou not how often 
Chriſt hath exhorted to amendment of life ? 
Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, Matth. 18. 3. If thy hand or thy 
foot offend thee, cut them off, and caſl them 
from thee: It is better tor thee to enter into 


life, halt and maimed, rather than havirg 
| tw 


OO = 
a. . 
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two hands, or two feet, to be caſt into ever- 
laſting fire, v. 8. Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe. periſh, Luke 13.3. And not 
long after, Strive to enter in at the ſlraight 
gate: for many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able, ver. 24. 
Knoweſt thou not how expreſly St. Paul 
recices up all thoſe things that hinder us 
from entring into that blefled Eternity? 
The works of the fl-ſh are manifeſt, which 
| are the;e, Adultery, Firnication, Unclean- 
; ne, Laſciviouſneſs, Idvlatry, Witchcraft , 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Selitions, FHereſies, Emvyings, Murders, 
k Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like: of 
h the which I tell yok before, as I bave told 
yea in time paſt, That they which do ſuch 
1 things, (pail not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Now it any Man be 


S gutity to himſelt of any one of theſe ſins 
* nere reckoned up, and is not ſo grieved for 
aa it, chat he ſceks by all means poſſible to a- 
4 ich ir tor che time to come, he may ſing 
_ io himſelf if he will, this vain Spero, I hope 
A; and hope: but this mans hope is indeed 
tie none at all, but mere raſnneſs and pre- 
* tumption, For a man to adventure the 


thy danger of ſtripes and blows, is an evil that 

may be born. To loſe at play an hundred 
or 4 thouſand Florens, is a great misfor- 
ing I ae, bur may be indured. To lay his 
* | head 
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head at ſtake, and to bring his life in dan- 
ger, is 4 bad adventure; but at the worſt 
it is but loſs of life, and that loſs is not of 
all other the greateſt, But to hazard the 
eternal ſalvation both of body and ſoul, by 
living ar uncertainties, by hoping in words, 
and deſpairing in works, nullifying hope 
by a wicked and ungodly life: this is the 
moſt extreameſt of all evils: this is rhe 
moſt gricvous misfortune a man can fall 
into: this is moſt pernicious rathneſs and 
boldneſs : this is extream folly and mad- 
neſs. Now conſider this, je that forget God, 
Left he tear you in pieces, and there be none ts 
deliver you, Plal. 50. 22. 


CHAT. IL 


That the way of Eternity is diligently and 
carefully to be ſought after. 


E T every Chriſtian man therefore 
often ask himſelf, and others alſo 
which are in the place of God, this queſti- 


on, what ſhall I do that I may obtain 


blefled Eternity, or Eternal bleſſedneſs 
Am I in the right way that leadeth unto 
Eternity Something I do indeed, but it 
is but very little, and not worch fpeaking 
of, I thirſt and breath after the joys which 
are immortal and Eternal : but few are my 


works, cold and imperfte& at the beſt, and 


alrogerher 
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aſtogether unworthy of an Eternal reward. 
i think it long till I arrive at the haven, 
but 1 am afraid of the troubleſome waves 
and tempeſts by the way; when as yer 
notwithſtanding that is the ſafeſt and beſt 
way unto heaven, which is moſt rough and 
narrow. This is the very Truth it ſelf that 
Gods mouth pronounceth, and Chriſt pro- 
claimerh, faying, Enter ye in at the flrait 
1 cate: Fi wide is the gate, and broad is the 
4 way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
1. there be (alack / roo many) that go in thereat. 
1 Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
* way which leadeth unto life; and few there be 
(alack too few!) that find it, Matth. 17. 
13, 14. Again, Strive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate: For many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek 
#0 enter in, and ſhall not be able, Luke 13. 
nd 24, Oh what a fearful word is that, 

MANY; and that FEW?! How 
"re ſhould it make us tremble ./ But we, miſe- 
iſo bie men, deceive our ſelves, rafhly pro- 
ſti- ming unco our ſelves Eternity: And yet 
ain cannot tell whether we may be more 
s: ruh faid ro hope, or to dream, that we 
oro If [fall be reckoned amongft thoſe few before 
tit mcationed. Would to God now, even 
ting on whilſt it is the accepted time, and the 
nch % of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. We would 
my Nie 2 diligent and an intent eye upon 
and , and reaſon thus with our ſelves : 
ther RR Alas F 
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Alas! What 1s all this rhar I ſuffer; Or, 
that I fee others ſuffer? It is nothing if it 
be compared with Eternity. What if 1 
could reckon up as many labours and pe- 
rils as Saint Paul himſelf did undergo, as 
they are by him fer down in his ſecond 
Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, and the eleventh 
Chapter? 2 Cor. 11. 27. It I ſhould en- 
dure hunger and thirſt, enmities and inju- 
ries, ſickneſs and poverty? Yea, more, 
what if were ſtoned wich Saint Paul, and 
beuten with rods? What if I ſuffered ſhip- 
wrack? wer. 25. All theſe are nothing to 
puniſhments Eternal. Therefore in all ad- 
verſity, I muft thus think with my ſelf, ! 
Mall ſee an end of all, Pſal. 119. 95. 

The Prophet Daniel having reckoned up 
ſundry calamities, at length addeth theſe 
words, Even to the time of the end: becauſe 
it is yer for a time appointed, Dan. 11. 35. 
Come hither, come hither, all ye that are 
in affliction, in ſorrow, need, fickneſs, or 
any other calamity, Why do ye drown your 
ſelves in your own tears? Why do ye make 
your life bitter unto you with impatience 
and complainins? Here is comfort for 
you, great comfort drawn from the time 
of that ſuffering, Are divers ca'amire 
upon you? Be not caft down: have a good 
courage: they ſhall continue only fir 4 
time: Do ye ſufter coptumely and Te 
proach * 
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proach! Are ye wearied with injuries # 
Are other troubles multiplied upon you? 
ceaſe to lament; all cheſe ſhall laſt but for 
a time; they fhall not laſt for ever; your 
ſizhing ſhall have an end. 

Tears may diſtil from your eyes fir 2 
time; bur ſighs and groans ſhall not ariſe 
from your hearts for ever, The time is at 
hand, when you ſhall be delivered from 
all grief; and be tranſlated unto everlaſt- 
inz happineſs, This is moſt clear by thar 
in Eccleſiaſticus, A patient man will bear 
fir a time, and afterward jy ſhall ſpring up 
#nto him. EcC'ul. 1. 23. But ye alſo which 
think your ſelves the only happy men on 
earth, and the darlings of the world, know 
zus much, and be not proud, neither 
up your horn; All your ſeeming hap- 
pinels (for it is no more at the beſt) hath 
our ſhore and narrow - bounds and limits, 
and 1s quickly paſſed over. Your triumph» 
ng 15 but for a time; your golden dreams 
a but for à time; after a time, and that 
not long, death will command you to put 
0! fortunes painted vizard, and ſtand a- 
mong the croud. Then ſhall ye truly ap- 
pear ſo much the more unhappy, by how 
much the more ye ſeemed to your ſelves 
2c101e, in your own fooliſh imaginations, 
al happy. Therefore whether ſorrow 
on, all is but for a time in this world, 
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it is Eternity alone which is not concluded 
within any bounds of time. Whether 
therefore the body ſuffer, or the mind; whe- 
ther we loſe riches cr honours ; whether 
our patience be exerciſed by ſorrow or 
grief, cares, or any afflictions, inward cr 
outward, all is but painted and momenta. 
ny, if we think upon Eternal puniſhments, 
For when fifty thouſand years ſhall be 
paſſed after the day of Judgmem, there 
ſal} ſtill remain fifty thouſand Millions of 
years; and when thoſe likewiſe are paſſed 
there ſhall ftill remain more and more, 
and yer more Millions of years, and there 
ſhall gever be an end, But who thinks 
upon theſe things? who weighs and conſi- 
ders them well with himſelf? Sometimes 
we ſeem to have ſavour of things Eternal : 
but ve are toſſed up and down with the 
morons and thoughts of things paſt, and 
things future; our heart wavereth, and 1s 
Tull of vanity. Who will eftabliſh it, and 
fer it in a ſure place, that it may ſtand 2 
while, and ſtanding admire, and adm- 
ring be raviſhe with the ſplendor of Eter- 

nity, which always ſtands, and 
Auguſt, never paſſeth away? Well did 
lib. 11. Myrogenes, when Euſtachis 
conf. cap, Archbiſhop of Feruſalem ent 
11. gifts unto him, he did very 

Vell, I lay, in refuſing them 
406 


£%Y — Mm, 


upon Eternity. 75 


4 and ſaying, Do but one thing for me, On- 
N. ly pray tor me, that I may be delivered 
e. trom Eternal Torment. Neither 

bo was Tally out of the way when he Tull. 
* ſaid, No humane thing can ſeem Tic. 
1 zreat unto a wife man, who hath 4%4ff. 
1. rhe knowledge of all Eternity, and lib. 3. 
* che magnitude ot the wiole 

* word. Bur Francis, the Author of the 
tre Order ot the Hanciſcans, hath a ſaying 
of tar better than that of Tully, The pleaſure: 
Ted that is here, faich he, is bur ſhort; bur 
re, the puniſhment that ſhall be hereafter, is 
n. nant; The labcur that is here, is but 
inks mall; but the glory which ſhall be here- 
nf. after, is Eternal, Take your choice. Ma- 
me ny are called, few choſen, bur all reward- 
$73 td according to their works. 

the Let us haſten our repentance therefore, 
r whilft we have time. Ir is bet- 

d is ter, faith Cuericus, to be pur- Guerr. 


and bed by water, than by fire, and Serm. 
nd 2 it is tar eaſier. Now is the time de Puri. 
.dmi- ior repenrance ; Let our t'mely 

Err epentance therefore prevent puniſhment. 

nd hoſcevet is afraid of the hoar-froſt, the 
de br ſnall fall upon him; he which feareth 
ach dhe leſſer detriment, ſhall ſuffer a greater; 
ſem i ie chich will not uudergo the light bur- 
ven den of Repentance, ſhall be forced to un- 
then, 6185 the moſt heavy burthen and moſt 

ani K 3 gric vous 
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grievous puniſhment of Hell. St. Gregs- 
7 hath a ſaying to this purpoſe; Some, 
faich he, whileſt they are afraid of Tem- 
pra puniſhments, run themſelves upon 
Eternal puniſhment, Hither we may add 
that of Pacian; Remember, faith he, that 
in Hell there is no place for conſeſſion of 
fins, no place for Repentance; for then it 
is too late ro repent, and the time is paſt, 
Make haſt therefore, whileſt you are inthe 
way. We are afraid of Temporal fire, and 
the Executioners hands; but what are theſe 
to che claws of tormenting De- 

Ambr. vile, and the Everlaſling fire of 
tap. 9. Hell? The Counſel of Saint Ann. 
ad Virg. broſe to a lapſed Virgin fits well 
b'p/. in this place, | 
True Repentance, faith he, 

ought not to be in word only, but in deed ; 
and this is true Repentance indeed, it 
thou ſetteſt before thine eyes from what 
glory thou art fallen; and conſidereſt 
with thy ſelf out of what Book thy name 
is blotted ; and believeſt that new thou art 
near unto utter darkreſs, where there 1s 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth u ithout end. 
And when thou art certainly per ſcaced 
that theſe things are true, as indeed they 
are, ſecing that the Soul that ſinneth is in 
danger of Hell- fire, and there is no means 


alter Baprilm left to eſcape, but only Re- 
peudtance; 
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end. 
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pentance; be content to ſuffer any labour, 
and to undergo any affliction, to be freed 
from Eternal puniſhment. The diſeaſes of 
the Body move the ſick man to purge the 
B>dy : Let the d'ifcales of our Souls, move 
us al ſo to take the purgation of repentance: 
ler the deſire of our Salvation, move us: 
ler the fear of Erernal death and Eternal 
rorments, move us: let rhe hope of attain- 
ing Eternal lite and Eternal glory, move us. 
Let us embrace that which purecth tte 
Soul, and let us elchew that which pollu- 
tech it. And nothing defiles the Scul more 
thin a filthy Body. Faithtul is this counſel . 
ot Saint Ambroſe, and worthy of us to be 
embraced, | 

O Chriſt Jefus, grant unto us that we 
may lo poſſeſs things tranſitory and tempo- 
, that finally we loſe not the things 
which are Eternal: and give us grace to 
walk in the ir ſte ps, and to follow their good 
example, of whom Saint Auguſtine ſpeak- 
ech; Many there are, ſauh he, that wil- 
nahy come under the yoke; and of proud 
and haughty men, become humble and 
'owly ; deſiting to be what before they de- 
(pied, and hating to be what before they 
were; paſſing by, like ſtrangers, things 
preſent, and making haſte with greedineis 
after things to come, They pant ia their 
running towards their Eternal Country, . 
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preferring Abſtinence before Fulneſs, 
Watching before Sleep, and Poverty be- 
fore Riches, accounting labour in the con- 
queſt of Vices to be bar pleaſure, loving 
their enemies, paſſing by injuries; and 
all for the hope of an Eternal reward, And 
who then would not ſuffer any extremity 
and labour, to purchaſe unto themſelve: 


an Eternal reward ? 
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THE FOURTH 


CONSIDERATION. 
Upon 


ETERNITT. 


pI 


ow holy David medizated upon Eternity, 
and how we ſhould imitate bim. 


| Har God ſhould puniſn the 4% 
'» ſtate Angels and Men condemned 

at the laſt day, with Eternal pu- 
n'{hments, this hath ſeemed fo ſtrange to 
ome, and fo incredible, chat Origen him- 
elt (a man otherwife of an admirable wir 
and excellent learning, very well skillec 
n Scripture, (hath been ſo bold as co 
icach, That the Devils and the Damned 
after a certain time, when they ſhall be 
{ufficiently purged by che fire from their 
ans, ſhall ar length be reſtored rib. 
o grace, But Sr. Auguſtine and 8 Ps 
others convince him, and con- per : 
demn him of this his error, . * Fels 
Tet notwithſtanding this error 2 BEING 
nath found in the world many . 
favourers 
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favcurers. Certain Hereticks called the 
Aniti, have diſſeminated and ſcattered it 
throughout Spain, by divers their inter- 
pretations, Some thought that all the dam- 
ned, others that Chriſtians only, others 
that Carholicks only, others that thoſe 
only that had been more liberal than o- 
thers in giving of Alms, ſhould be deliver- 
ed at length our of Hell. Though St. Au- 
guſtine hath not refuted theſe their errors, 
yet the holy writ hach done it plainly and 
openly. Matth. 25, 41. Depart from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire: And again, 
ver. 46. And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
tafting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 
Eternal. Here no Gloſſes or Interpreta- 
ions will ſerve their turn to defend their 
errours. Where fore the Divine Pſalmiſt, 
King Pavia, though he delighted much in 
the conſideration of both times, that 
which was paſt, and that which was to 
come. Mine eyes, (faith he) prevent the 
night · watches, Pfal. 119. 14%. and a- 
gain in another place, Thou holde ſt mine 
eyes waking, I am ſo troubled that I cannot 
[pcak. Pal. 77. 4 What was it, Blel- 
ted Prophet, that thas - broke thy fleep ? 
What bufineſs hadſt thou to do jo early, 
de fore day-light? What cauſed thee ſo to 
xeep ſilence, and to be troubled in mind ? 
Rear What he faith, 1 have confidered 2 

a); 
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dys of old, and the years of ancient times, 
and the years of Eternity I have had in my 
mina, Pſal, 77. 5. Lo, this was the thing 
that broke his fleep, when he compared 
the years that were paſt, with the years that 
were to come, and with Eternity. Nei- 
ter did he thus in the day only, bur I call to 
r2membrance, laith he, my /ong in the night : 
F commune with my own heart, and my ſpirit 
made diligent ſearch, ver. 6. And whar 
moved him to this nightly exerciſe? Wil? 
the Lord caſt off for ever? And will he be fa- 
rouralle no mores? is his mercy clean gone for 
ever See how he fears and tretubles at 
the verv conſideration of Efernity, how he 
is afraid of God's Judgments, leſt God 
ſhould puniſh chem wich Eternal puniſh- 
ment. And what is rhe end and effect of this 
Meditation? And I ſaid, this is mine in- 
frmity: But I will yemember, &c. or, 
Wow. Twill begin. So in an inſtant, at the 
very fame minute he became berter than 
he was, and delayed not, neither did he 
deter his Repentance, and put it off till 
worſe years; Bur, faith he, Now T will 
begin, now 1 will live a more godly life 
than I have done. He faith not, After 
fuch an hour, or after ſuch a day; bur, 
Now, even now. I, will ſome men ſay, 
if I were as David was: It I could medi- 
ute of Eternity as bleſſed David did, ic 
may 
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may be then I would readily and with 
alacrity ſay with David, Now 1 will be- 
gin: Bur I am fo intangled with daily 
cares, fo hinder'd with wordly buſineſs, 
ſo diſtracted into divers parts one way or 
other, that I cannot. I live amongft men; 


I ſee and hear much evil; I have no time | 
or leiſure once to have ſo good a chought Nef 
in mind as the thought of Eternity. When Wet t 
we meet together in company to make Mo b 
merry, amidſt our ſports, and amongſt our Nee, 
cups, we never confer about ſuch grave Wii: 
points; our minds wander up and down Peu 


about many things, and cannot then fix 
themſelves upon the conſideration of Eter- 
nity. At our feaſts and merry meetings, 


we take our cups, and pleaſe our 


in making jeſts- Thoughts of Eternit, 
are too ſevere, too fad and melancholick 
ro be entertained by us; we baniſh ſuch 


out of our company. We enquire 


news our of Ttaly, or France, Or Spa! 
That which you tell us of ſo often con- 
cerning Heaven and Hell, is now old, and 
grown ſtale, We know it well enough 4. 
ready, what need you repeat it fo often, 
till we loath it? So by this means there i; 
no place or time left once to think upon 
Eternity. O Chriſtian Brother, it is true 
'ndeed which thou ſayeſt, I cannot deny 


it» But I could wiſh thou. wouldſt 


ſelves 


What 


be 45 
ready 
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ready and forward to amend thy fault, as 
to confeſs it. It is too clear and maniteſt, 
we fee it with our eyes, that there is little 
or no care in the World, of Eternity, al- 
though one thing or other every day till 
puts us in mind of ir. 
The Bock of the Rites and Ceremonies 
the Church of Rome at the Conſecration 
of their Biſhops, doth appoint theſe words 
Wo be recited, Annos Æternos in mente habe, 
ep ſtill in mind the years of Eternity; or 
Thin upon Eternity. For when the Pope 
 Wew Elect, in a folemn manner is carried 
- Wong to St. Peter's Church, there goes one 
:fore him, having in his hand burning 
ux, and fhaking it, he repeateth thrice 
ele words, Pater Sancte, fic tranſit gloria 
undi, Holy Father, ſo the glory of the World 
aſſeth away. It were a devour and godly 
rattice, if we did every day at the begin- 
ing and end of all our actions, ſay unto 
ur ſelves theſe words, Annos Zternos in 
ente habe, Think upon Eternity. But e- 
pectaily when we are tempted unto any 
4. Wb, when the Devil ſuggeſts and puts into 
eu, ir minds ill thoughts, and when our Con- 
e Hence is in danger of being wounded, O 
don en Think upon Eternity. 


CHAP, 
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;CHAP. . 
Divers admonitions to think upon E.ernit), 


Hilip King of Hacedon appointed a cet: 

rain noble young man to ſalute hin 

thrice every morning after this manner, 
Philippus, homo es; Remember, Philip, Till 
art but a man; that being put daily i 
mind of his mortality, he might carry him 
ſeit towards mortal men like a mortal mn} / 
Much more ought every good Chriſti; 


man, and true member of the Cacholic x 
Church, to be a monitor unto kimlelf, an} . 
with due conſideration thrice at the H 
every day ſay to himſelf, Eternity, Eten 5 
ty, Eternity! Why fo? Set thine houſe | 
#rder ( ſaich the Prophet to Ring Hexebiu o, 
For thou ſhalt die, and not live. There wif 1 


come an evening for certain, after whic 
thou ſhalt ſee no morning; or there 
come a morning; after which thou ſhi dif 
fee no evening. Have an eſpecial all % 
therefore in all thy actions, that thi fol 
woundeſt not thy Conſcience; and u, 
not too far to thoſe things that periſh, ! 
fear leſt thou thy ſelf together with tht 
doſt likewiſe periſh, and finally loſe iſ ._ 
rhings that are Eternal. h 

Ir is a cuſtom in Germany, and not 4 
be diſliked, in the evening when 8 Cul /; 
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is firſt lighted, or brought into a room, to 
tiy, Deus det nobis lucem Æternam, God 
grant unto us light Eternal. We ſhall do 
well to imitate the Germans in this cuſtom : 
or rather it is already in uſe, and hath been 
long ago in many parts of this Kingdom,co 
fay, God grant us the light of Heaven, It is 
very good daily to put us in mind of Eter- 
1 

There 1s likewiſe a kind of Eternity in 
ſlavery and impriſonment, but infamous 
and horrible. It is a cruel puniſhment, and 
worle than death it ſelf in ſome mens judg- 
menr, to be condemned to perperual 1m- 
3 or to be a perpetual Gally- 
llave. 

Thoſe which are oppreſſed with ſickneſs 
or other torrows, do likewiſe imagine with 
themſelves, that even in their ſufferings 
there is a kind of Eternity. Whence it comes 
to paſs that we often hear them utter ſuch 
diſtemper'd ſpeeches as theſe, Will this laſt 
alwiys! Shall I ſtill without end le nailed 
fall to my bed? ſhall T ſuffer theſe pains and 
ſorraws perpetually * ſhall I always be thus 
exe and tormented? A'ack theſe Eter- 
nit/es are but ſhore, and foon come to an 
end. Bur if it be ſo grievous to fleſh and 
blood to endure ſlavery or impriſonment 
hers on earch, though bur for a moment 
(tor our lite 15 no longer, according to Da- 

vid's 
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vid's meaſure, but a ſpan, which is very 
ſhort) what care and diligence, and whar 
circumfpection ought we to uſe, that we 
be nor caſt into the priſon ci hell, and into 
the fathomleſs pit, where there is ſlavery 
and impriſonment, pain and torment, fo 
be endured throughout all ages, beyond 
all times, even to all Eternit). 


—_ —__ 


CHAP II. 
That Eternity tranſcends all numbers ef A. 


rithmetich, 

_— is a very common and well 
known Arithmetick,which Child en 

are taught when they firſt go ro School ; 
and this is ir, Suppoſe there was a Moun- 
tain of very fine Sand as big as the whole 
Earth, or rather much big ger: then ſup- 
poſe that every year an Angel ſhould rake 
from chis Mountain one, and but one grain 
of Sand; how many thouſand, and thuu- 
land, and again I fay thauſand, yea, how 
many hundred thouſand and yet more, 
how many thouſand millioꝶs of years muſt 
there needs paſs, before it can be percei- 
ved that the mountain is grown lefs, or any 
whit diminiſned? Let a man that is skil. 
ful in Arithmetick fit down, and begin to 
caſt, how many years muſt paſs before the 
moun- 
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mountain, or halt the mountain, be remo- 
ved by the Angel. Certainly we canncr 
conceive that cver he ſhall be able to caſt 
gp the total number of the ſand. But here- 
in are we miſtaken : for although we can- 
not conceive it poſſible to be done, yer it 


may be done, But Eternity excceds this. 


number of ycars beyond all compariſon, 
it is moſt certain: for between a thing fi- 
nite, and a thing infinite, there is no compari- 
ſon, m proportion. Eternity hath no limits, 
no terms, no bounds, none ar all. Eut 
ſuppoſe the damned ſhould burn in Hell 
no longer, than till the Mountain by grain 
afrer grain, year afrer year, ſhould by the 
Angel be quite removed; yet what an in- 
comprehenſible number of years muſt firſt 
piſs, before they can expect to ſee the day 
of deliverance! But (alas) there is no 
ſuch day to be expected; their rorments 
ſhall have no end: After that incompre- 
henſible number of years, it ſhall be truly 
faid, Now beginneth their Eternity, their 
Eternity is not in any part expired, they 
are as far from the end of their rorments as 
they were at the beginning. After a thou- 
ſand years, yea after a hundred thouſand 
years, ti ere ſhall nor be an end, or middie, 
or bezinning of Eternity: for the mcaſure 
of Fte-nity is Always. The ſame Arr of 


Arithmct ck about the bufincſs of Eternity, 
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a late Divine teacheth, in words ſomewhar 
different, but in meaning all one with the 
former. I therefore add it, becauſe a man 
can never ſufficiently think or ſpeak of it. 
Conſider, faith he, what is the length of E- 
ternity, How long thal] God and 
his Saints reign/How long ſhall 
the damned burn in Heli! Fr 


Cornelius 
a Lapide in 
c. 15. Exod. 
8 18 an hundred thaufund years; 
Alas! That is nothing in reſpect of Eternity. 
Imagine ten hundred thouſand years, vea, ſo 
many Ages Let that is nothing, Eternit) is 
ſtill as long as it war. Imagine a thouſand 
millions of yeats: And yet that is nothing. 
Eternity is not a whit ſhortned. Imagine yet 
more 4 1ic0000000000@00000C00C0000 
oooo; thouſand-· thouſand; thouſand-thou- 
ſand; thouſand-· thouſand; thouſand - thou- 
land Millions of years. imagine, I ſay, the 
damned fhould burn in Hell ſo many years, 
and yet thou haſt not found the very begin- 
ning of Eternity. Imagine once more ſo ma- 
ny millions of millions of years as there are 
dropz in the Sea, and yet thou art not come 
to the beginning of Eternity. Such tor cont:- 
nuance is the Eternity of joy into which the 
bleſſed ſnall enter, and the Eternity of tor- 
ment which the damned ſhall ſuffer. O Je- 
ſus,fpare us; ſpare us, O Jeſus, O Jeſus ; ſave 
us, Have mercy upon us, O good Jeſu, — 
uffer 


\ 


ever. How. long is that!Imagine, 
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fuffer us not to be plunged headlong into 
the bottomleſs pit, to be tormented with 
che damned for all Eternity. 

But yet if God would bur ſay unto the 
damned, Let the earth be covered with moſt 
fine ſand, and let the world be filled there- 
with, and let it be heaped up ſo high as hea- 
ven, and then let an Angel come once in e- 
very thouſand years, and take one grain of 
ſand out of this heap ; when after ſo many 
thouſand ycars as there be grains of ſand, 
the Angel ſhall have removed the whole 
heap, then will deliver you out of Hell: O 
how would the damned exult and rejoyce, 
and nor think themſelves damned / But (a- 
las) after ſo many thouſand of years there 
remain yer more, and more, and infinite 
more to all Eternity, even for ever and ever. 
This is that heavy weight that ſo preſſeth 
the damned. Let every one therefore that 
ſinneth, conſider with himſelf, and again, 
ſay, let him conſider, that unleſs he re- 
penr, he ſhall be preſſed and groan under 
this heavy weight of Eternity. 

Gulielmus Peraldus, Biſhop of Lions, a 
very religious and learned man, hath ano- 
ther manner of reckoning, meditating upon 
the innumerable number of years through- 
our which the damned ſhall be tormented. 
F che damned, faith he, ſhould every day 
diſtill from their eyes but one ſmall _ 
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and thoſe tears ſhould be added together 
day after day, they would at length far ex- 
ceed the drops of # Þ Ocean: for they have 
their number and meaſure; and it is eaſie 
wich God to fay, So many are the drops 
of the Ocean, and no more; but the tears 
of the damned excced ail number and 
meaſure, Alas! Alas! How little do 8e 
think upon theſe things! How freely and 
wilfully do we fin, and make our ſelves 
guilty of Eternal puniſhment, and that of- 
tentimes for a very little, ſhort and filthy 
pleaſure. 

Vet there remains one way more, of 
caſting up this numberleſs number of years: 
Suppole there were a ſchedule of Parch- 
ment 2 ſpan broad, but ſo long that it 
would beg'rr and incircle the whole Globe 
of the Eirth: and ſuppoſe it were ritten 
all over very cloſe with figures of 9, from 
one end to another: who fo skilful an A- 
richmetician, that can tell the number 
thereot? What Mountain ſo great, that 
conſiſtethoi ſo many grains of duſt or ſand? 
What Ocean ſo vaſt, that containcth wich- 

in it ſo many drops of water? And yet this 
is notning to Eternity: it ſtretcheth it {elf 
further than ſo; it knows no bounds; it 15 
extended beyond all meaſure, But how 
far is it extended? It is extended infinitely, 


and without end. It chy heart (O Chri- 
ſtian 
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ſtian Man) be nor turned into a ſtone, ir 
cannot bur melt at the conſideration of 
theſe things, and the very thouaht of the 
bottomleſs pit and Eternal puniſhment will 
make thee fear and tremble. If there he 
any ſenſe in thee, here it will ſhew it ſelf, 
Bur as I faid before, too few think upon 
the ſe things; and roo many hve fo ſecure 
of their ſalvation, as if there were no Hea- 
ven, no God, no Hell, nor Eternity. Every 
day they heap up fin upon fin, as if they 
laboured and ſtudied to make their laſt day 
to exceed the former, for the meaſure and 
number of their fins: and ſo they paſs unto 
Eternity ſporting and playing, as if they 
vent to priſon but a few weeks or days, 
S <uch men as theſe, ſaith St. Gregory, when 
they ſhould be mourning for their fins, 
they are dancing for their pleaſure; and 
when they ſhould be ſcrioully medicating 
upon death, they run laughing unto exe- 
cution This is blindneſs indeed, this is ob- 
'ivious madneſs, For this ſhort life which 
s but the ſhadow of Eternity, we labour 
2cyond all meaſure; but for the life which 
is Eternal, and moſt happy, we ſcarce take 
iny pains at al: And yer the not obtain- 
ing of this life, is the incurring of Eternal 
death; which as it is a torment more grie- 
vous than all rhe torments of this lite, ſo 
in this it is moſt grievous, that there is - 
re 
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reſt or mitigation of pain, no not for one 
ſhort hour in the infinite ſpace of all E- 
ternity. ä 


* _—_— 


CHAP. III. 


What effect and fruit the confideration of E- 
ternity bringeth forth, 


ND chis is it that hath made fo many 

good Chriſtians, and ſo many Holy 
Martyrs ſo prompt and ready to ſuffer any 
torments, and any kind of death, that even 
in their greateſt pains, when they lay wal- 
lowing in their own blood, they were moſt 
ſtout and couragious, and w:th a conſtant 
look and chearful counrenance inſulted o- 
ver their Tormentors. They had the years 
of Eternity in mind. This is it that hath 
made the world ſeem diſtaſteful and un- 
pleaſant unto many, infomuch that they 
have taken their leave of all pleaſures, and 
embraced and entertained a ſevere and 
ſtri courſe of life, giving themſelves 
wholly to reading, meditation and prayer, 
and ſuch holy duties, minding heaven, and 
heavenly things. They had the years of E- 
ternity in mind, The thought of Eternity 
will make all things in this life ſeem eaſie 
and pleaſanr, though to fleſh and blood 
they ſcem moſt grievous and * 
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It makes all labours ſeem light and ve 
ſhort, Prayer, ſtudy, watching, and fuch 
like holy duties it commends unto us, and 
makes them ſcem amiable. It ſeaſons and 
ſweetens hunger and thirſt, It mitigates 
the ſenſe of pinching poverty. It makes 
all manner of croſſes in this life not only 
tole rable, but a. ſo grateful and comfor- 
table, Whoſcever hath the years of Eter- 
nity in mind, and imprints them within, 
deeper and deeper by daily meditation, 
ſhunneth no labour, neither is daunted 
with any loſſes. Offer him a Kingdom, 
offer him all the delights and picaſures in 
the World: And he will nor change bis 
poor eſtate and condition for them. Such 
a man as this is never complaining; he 
endures all things, he ſubmits himſelf to 
all. For thus he thinks with himſelf, what 
a ſmall thing is this or that, that or this, 
and of how ſhore continuance! I will 
therefore endure it patiently ; it will nor 
laſt always, It is but for an hour, and that 
2 very ſhort one, that mine enemies here 
oppreſs me. Well, go to ye detractors, bite 
me ſtill, if ye will, ye envious; I will not 
run from you. This is your hour and the 
power of darkneſs; But I expect the day 
of rhe Lord, and the day of Ejernity ; and 
why ſhould I affli& and torment my felt 
with ſorrow and — All chis life 

is 
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is but a death of one hour: The victory is 
not difficult, but the triumph is Eternal. 
Why ſhould I be afraid of the raging waves 
of this croubleſome world? I Have fizhr of 
the haven already. Now it rains and thun- 
ders upon the heads of the good and godly; 
but the:ſtorm will ſhortly blow over. But 
upon his enemjes God ſhall always rain 
fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt: this 
Fhall be their portion to drink, Dan. 12. 2. 
And many of them that ſleep in the duft of the 
earth (ſo propheſieth Daniel) ſhall awake; 
ſome to everlaſiirg life, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt, In the old Law, God 
commanded Moſes, {aying, Numb. 10. 2. 
Mabe thee two trumpets of ſilver, ef an whole 
piece ſhalt thou make them, v. 4. If they blow 
but with one trumpet, then the Princes, which 
ere the heads of the thouſands of Tirael ſhall ga- 
ther themſelves unto thee. When ye blow an 
alarm, then the Camp ſhall go forwards. 
Unto theſe two trumpets we may compare 
theſe two words, NOW and ALWAYS, 
This is the law of the World, NOW let us 
be merry; now let us rejoyce; now let us 
enjoy our goods, while we have them: 


come, let us now crown our ſelves with 


roſes, before they be withered; now let us 
leave in every place the figns and footſteps 
of our joy. They that attend only to the 


Sund of this Trumpet, they that have ears 
to 
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to hear nothing but this NOW, they live 
for the moſt part ſo, as if there were no 
ALWAYS for to follow. Therefore they 
do not remove the camp; amidft their 
pleaſures they wilfully forget that they are 
here but Pilgrims and Strangers: whither- 
foever the wanton fleſh inviteth them they 
go with greedineſs: they are buſied alto- 
gether in heaping up riches and following 
pleaſures: and the ſound of this NOW 
doth fo obtund and dull their ears, that 
they are deaf to all good counſels and pre- 
cepts: and, they will not ſo much as lend 
an car to that ALWAYS which ſhall fol- 
low, But them which open their ears to 
hear, and their hearts to underſtand, when 
the Church ſoundeth both trumpets, (as 
it often doth) and thereupon ſeriouſly con- 
ſider with themſelves, and compare toge- 
ther this ſhort NOW, with that infinite and 
everlaſting ALWAYS, they will ufe no 
delay, but preſently remove the camp: 
they live here as Pilgrims and Strangers: 
they have their loyns girt; they remember 
that they are in a journey; they ſend their 
riches and pleaſures before them into their 
Country which is above; they chuſe rather 
to enjoy them ALWAYS in Heaven, 
than NOW for a ſhore time upon earth. 
Certain it is, whoſoever heareth artenrively, 
and mindeth feriouſly the Alarm of rhete 
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Trumpets, and thereupon compareth ta- 
gether things preſent with things future, 
and things tranſitory with things Eternal, 
he will preſently make himſelf ready to de- 


part, he will prepare himſelf à place of 


buria!, he will lay out his winding-ſheer, 
he will fend for his bier, and furniſh him- 
ſelf with all things neceſſary for his jour- 
ney, remembring ſtiil in every place, that 
he is paſſing on the way to Erernity, and 
conferring with himſelt every day after this 
manner: How ſhall I be able to give an 
account unto God for all my thoughts, 
words and deeds? and, V\ hen ſhall I give 
up my account? And what ſentence wil! 


he paſs upon me? NOW therefore will! 


die unto my ſelf, that I may ALV/AYS 
live unto my ſelf and unto God. Well is 
it with that man, which timely and daily 
thus thinketh upon Eternity. Whatſoever 
we do, we are paſſing on our way, and we 
do not know how ſhort jr is, unto the gate 
which leaderh unto Eternity. At the laſt 
Hour of our life, death ſnall bring us unto 
this gate, and compel us to enter. Let us 
therefore ſo live, as if we were always ex- 
pecting death, that if it ſhould pleaſe God 
at any time to viſit us with ſickneſs, the 
fore-runner of death, we may entertain it 
cheerfully, and bear ir patiently, liſcing 


up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging upon the 
Crofs, 
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Croſs, the true and perfect pattern of Pa- 
tience: And when the time of cur diſſolu- 
tion drawcrh near, praying thus; Lord 
Jeſu ſtand by me and comtort me; Lord 
ſeſu be preſent with thy ſervant that put- 
teth his truſt in thee; Lord Jefu make me 
par taker of thy victory, Lord je ſu reccive 
my ſpirit, and lead me through the dark- 
ſome valley and ſhadow of death, lead me 
and forfake me not until thou haft brought 


my ſoul into the land of the living, O thou 


moſt patent conquerour of death, O thou 
which art my light, life, and ſalvation. 


F 3 THE 


22 202 6 


rien 


CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY. 


1595 
— 


FY 
», a : 
Hw others, even wiched men themlelves, 
have meditated uon Eternity. 


H E old Hiſtory of the Fathers, tel- 

leth us of a reiigious Man, that 
reading upon the ninetieth Pſalm, 

came at length, having not thought ot it, 
to theſe words, For a thouſand years in thy 
ſight, are but as yeſtertay, when it is paſt, 
and here ſtuck: For he could not con- 
ecive a reaſon, .. why a thouſand years and 
one day ſhould be compared together. 
Wheveupon they ſay there was a little bird 
ſent by God, which ſo raviſhe che Man 
with her ſweet ſinging, that though he 
heard her ſing a very great while together 
yet he thought the time very ſhort, ſcarce 
a ſhort hour long. The wind bloweth where 
it liſteth, John 3. 8. Not good men only 
have. with holy David medicated upon E- 
F 4 ternity, 
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#ernity, but even wicked men alſo, and thoſe 
oftentimes againſt their will, 

Benedict's Rhenanus re ports of a vain and 
ungodly fellow, a very epicure and mere 
worldling, which never uſed to faft or 
watch; one that could nor endure the 
want of any thing, bur eſpecially ſlecp: 
Upon 2 certain night, it ſeemeth, this fel- 
low could not ſlec p as he was wont, being 
much troubled with unuſual dreams: 80 
he turneth himſelf upon his bed from one 
fide to another, and could not by any 
means get any reft; then he wiſhed ir 
were day. But here the wind of the Lord 
began to blow, though ir were in a ſtrange 
land: For good thoughts were very rare in 
this man. Being weary with watching, 
and finding no cafe or reſt at all, thus he 
began to think with himſelf; Would any 
he hired upon any condition to lye thus, 
two or three years together in darkneſe, 
without the company of friends, though 
his ſickneſs were not very gric vous? Would 
he be content to want his ſports, and plays 
ſo long? Would he be content to be bound 
to his bed, though it were a feather- bed, 
or a bed of Down, and never ſtir abroad 
to ſee any fights, or ſheas, or make mer- 
ry with his friends? I think no man would, 
And ſhall T alone amongęſt all men enjoy 
reſt and pleaſure by ancſpecial PER 

an 


upon Eternity. 103 


and have no end of grief and ſorrow ? 
Surely no. Will 1, nill i, needs I muſt 
ſome time or other lye down upon the bed 
of ſickneſs, unle!s I be ſuddenly taken 
away by death, which God forbid. (This 
was a gnd wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
on. but whar bed ſhall I have next, 
when death ſhall thruſt me out of this? My 
body muſt rot under earth: For this is the 
condition of all Men after death. But 
what ſnall become of my Soul in another 
World ? Surely all men do not go to the 
fame place after death. Do not ſome go 
one way, and ſome another? Is there not 
an Hell as well as an Heaven? Wo ane' 
alas! What kind of bed ſhall che damned 
find in Hell? How many years ſhali they 
lie there? In what year after their hrit 
entrance ſhall the flames ceafe and be put 
cut? Aſſuredly Chriſt doth not only in 
word threaten to caſt the wicked into ever- 
laſting fire, but will alſo caſt them indeed. 
This thing is certain and very manifeſt. 
Therefore the damned ſhall burn in Hell 
for ever. Therefore a chouſand, and 2 
thouſand, and again I hy a chouſand 
years will not fuifice ro purge away the 
fins of this ſhort life, Therefore they 
ſhall never ſee the Sun any more, nor 
Heaven, nor God, being moſt miſerable 
Erernally and without end, Wich fuck 
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thoughts as the e this man became ſo vigi- 
lant and watchful, and proceeded ſo far, 
that night and day he could nor be at reſt, 
but Eternity did ſtill rua in his mind. Fain. 
indeed he would have ſhaken off the 
thoughts thercof, as gnawing woims;. 
but he could not. Therefore he followed 
ſports and paſtimes, went to merry mect- 
ings, ſought out companions like himſelf, 
and ſate oftentimes ſo long at his cups, 
that he laid his Conſcience aſleep, and ſo 
ſeemed to take ſome reſt; but when he. 
came again unto himſelf, his Conſcience 
being awakened did preſently accuſe him, 
and. ſuggeſt unto him afreſh ſorrowful 
thoughts of Eternity). Thus finding no 
reſt, he reſolved at length zo amend his 
manners, and to. betake himſelf ro a bet- 
ter courie of life. And thus he began to 
reaſon with himſelf; Miſerable man that 
LE am, what do I here? I ſo enjoy the 
world, that indeed. Lenjoy it not; I ſut- 
ter many things I would not; Lwant ma- 
ny things which fain I would have: E 
ſerve like a flave, but who will pay me 
my. wages! I ſee weil enough how the 
world rewardeth thoſe that love it, and 
do all their lives nothing elſe but ſerve it. 
But ſuppoſe I had the fruition of all the 
delights. and pleafures in the world that 


wy: heart. could wiſh: what certainty can 
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have how long they ſhall laſt ? I am not 
certain whether I ſhall live till ro morrow 
or no: Daily funerals ſufficiently prove 
this Oh Eternity, if thou wert not! 
Oh Eternit), if thy place be not in Hea- 
ven, though it be on a ſoft Down-bed, 
thou canſt not but be bitter and unplea- 
ſant. It is true indeed, it is a hard mat- 
ter to withdraw our ſelves away from thoſe 
things whereunto we are accuſtomed, 
whether it be ſeaſting, or drinking, or 
company keeping, or ſuch like: Bur 
whilſt we delay and defer the time, death 
may prevent us, and take us away from 
all chele. Why then doſt thou delay? 
why doit thou not impoſe an honeſt and 
happy neceſſity upon thy ſelf? Why doſt 
thou not reſolve thus preſently with thy 
felt? Well, I will be another Man than J 
have been, if it pleaſe God I live, This 
lite laſteth not long: But Eternity endu- 
reth for ever, I muſt walk now in a new 
way; I am reſolved upon it; and Now I 
begin. Where art thou bleſſed Eternity? 1 
am ſeeking for rhee, I am travelling to- 
towards thee, 

To conclude, he did as he ſaid, he took 
his leave of the world, he changed the 
courſe of his lite; and fo lived and dicd 
an honeſt and godly Man. 


Oh E:;ernity, how few are they that 
think 
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think thus ſeriouſly upon thee ? But cer- 
rainly rhere are very few, ſcarce any thar 
weigh and conſider well with cthemſclves 
what they are, and ſo continue and perſiſt 
in that conſideration, We ſcek earneſtly 
afrer all other things, only Tternit) ſeem- 
eth vile unto us, and not worth the look- 
ing after. Our thoughts run after riches, 
and yet the poſſeſſion of them is very un- 
certain; we know not how ſcon they ſhall 
for ſake us, cr we them. We are ambitious 
alrer honours: And yer they are ſlippery, 
and ſoon ſlide away from us. We are in 
love, with pleaſures: And yet they have 
ſorrow and bitterneſs in their latter end. 
We detire reſt: Bur it is of no long conti- 
nuance, We knit the knot of friendſhip 
with others: But it is ſuch as death ſhall 
quickly diſſolve. We are never well but 
when we are converſing with others: But 
dur convertarion is never in Heaven, where 
it ſhould be. We leck for abundance : But 
it is there where it will ſoon fail. But 
ſurcly if we did more often and ſeriouſly 
think upon Eternit), we ſhould not have 
ſuch a fervent deſire after things of fo 
ſhort a continuance, I] call Saint Bernard 
to witneſs, who faith thus, He that longeth 
after things Eternal, cannot but loath things 
tranſitory. 
There are that have often in their 
mouths 
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mouths I know not what Eternity, that 
will promiſe and ſwear, and make good 
reſolutions of amendment, and ſay thus: 
As long as I live, I will beware of ſuch a 
place, or ſuch a place, where J have for- 
merly been tempted to fin: I will never 
come near ſuch a Man, or ſuch a Woman, 
or ſuch a one that was my companion in 
evil, I will never come near him as long 
as I live. As long as I live, I will never 
go to fuch and ſuch meetings, where there 
uſeth ro be gluttony and drunkenneſe, 
dancing, chambering and wantonnefs , 
and ſuch like. Ir ſhall ſuffice me that 
[ have been there once, and again, and 
perhaps oftener; that J have done as the 
company did, that I have ſinned with ſuch 
and ſuch, Theſe are good reſolutions : 
In this I commend thee, O Man; Be- 
cauſe fin is to be feared, thou doſt well in 
purpoſing to avoid the occaſion of finning : 
and I could with thou wert as religious in 
obſerving what thou haſt promiſed, as thou 
art ready ro promiſe, But (alas!) after 
a day or two, y:a an hour or two, too 
forgerful cf thy promiſe and good reſolu- 
tion, thou doſt again the very ſame thing 
which latelv thou didſt deteſt, abhor and 
forſ wear. Therefore before thou makeſt 
a vow or promiſe unto God, it is good ro 
uſe due conſideration and forcſizht; and 

when 
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when thou haſt made a vow or promiſe un- 
to God, it is neceſſary to uſe after care and 
Chriſtian fortitude in performance. Thou 
muſt promiſe nothing raſnly and unadvi- 
ſedly unto God: but what thou haſt pro- 
miſed thou muſt religiouſly and conſtantly 
keep and oblerve, How ſevere God is in 
puniſhing ſuch as break their vows and 
promiics, we are ſufficiently taught by the 
woful expericnce and lamentable example 
oi others. 
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CHAP. I. 


The compariſon of man's labour and the [pider's 
one with another, | 


Here is an der Eternity, and that 

the worſt ci ail, which thoſe men 

pre mie ro themſe ves, which will needs 
crect unto themſcives an heaven out of 
heaven, and be blefled before they he 
dead. Wherefore he ir the word of the Lord, 
ye /cornful men, faith the Prophet 1ſaiah, 
Becauſe ye have ſaid, We have made a cove- 
nant with death, and with hell we are at 
agreement, I{mah 28. 14. 15, O ye mad 
men! How vain, and none at all, is this 
your Eternity! There 1s nothing perma- 
nent and perpetual in this priſon, Ele- 
gantly doth the Kingly Prophet es 
this; 
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this; Plal. go. 9. e end our years, 
faith he, as a tale that is told, c. We 
ſpend our years in muſing, like the Spider, 
(for ſo ſome read ir.) He cculd nor 
have declared it better, and in fewer 
words, For what are all your years but a 
continual mufing, and weariſome exer- 
ciſe? All the time of our life is conſumed 
and wafted away wth vain labour, many 
torrows, lundry feais, often ſuſpicions, 
and innumerable troubles : Even as the 
Spider ſpendeth her ſelf in the weaving of 
her web. Our labours are continual, 
linked one unto another; our fighs and 
groans continuz], partly in the purſuing cf 
our profits and pleaſures, and partly in 
the removing and eſchewing choſe things 
which we count evil, We do miny 
things, we undertake many labcurs, trou- 
blelome and grievous to be born; and 
mean-while (alas! fuch is our folly) we 
perecive not that we do but weave the 
Spider's web, taking a great deal of pains, 
with little ſucceſs, ro no end cr. purpole, 
We ſpend our years in muſirg like the Ser. 
It is a great deal. of pains and care that 
the Spider taketh in weaving of bes web, 
the runneth much and often up ard down, 
ſhe fetcheth a compals this way and that 
way, and returneth often to the ſame 


point, ſhe ſpendech her ſelf in a multitude | 
of 
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of fine ſpun threads, to make her ſelf a 
round Cabinet; ſhe exenterateth her ſelf, 
and wo kech out her own bowels, to make 
an artificial and curious piece of work, 
which when it is made, is apt to be blown 
away with every puff of wind; ſhe hang- 
eth it up alofr, ſhe faſtneth it co the roof 
of the houſe, ſhe ſtrengrhenerh it with ma- 
ny a thread, wheeling often round about, 
not ſparinz her own bowels, but ſpending 
them willinzly upon her work, And when 
ſhe hath done all this, ſpun her fine threads, 
weaved them one within another, wrought 
her ſelf a fine Canopy, hanged it aloft, 
and thinketh all is ſure; on a ſudden in 
the twinkling of an eye, wich a light fweep 
of a beſome all falleth ro rhe ground, and 
fo her labour periſneth. Bur here is not 
all: Poor Spider! ſhe is either killed in 
her own web, or elſe ſhe is taken in her 
own ſnare, haled to death and troden un- 
der foot. Thus the filly Animal may be 
truly ſaid, cither to weave her own wind. 
ing- ſntet, or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf, Juſt ſo do many men, like the Spi- 
der, waſte and conſume themſclves to 
get preferment, to enjoy pleaſures, to 
gicher riches, to keep them, and to in— 
crcaſe them, In ſuch projects they ſpend 
all che ir wit, and oftentimes the healths of 
their bodies, running up and down, la— 
bouring 
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bouring and ſweating, carking and caring: 
wearying themſelves, and weakning their 
bodies, even as the Spider doth by ſpin- 
ning our of her own bowels, And when 
they have done all this, they have but 
weaved the Spider's Web to catch Flies. 
Yea, oftentimes they are cauzhr in their 
own nets, they are inſtrumen's of their 
own miſchief, The days of mirth which 
they promiſe to themſelves, prove of- 
rentimes the days of mourning: That 
which they call their palace, becometh 
their burying-place, So we ſpend our years 
in muſing like the Spider: I ſay, in muſing, 
for the moſt part: For we often purpoſe 
to do many things, and do them not. And 
what we do moſt an end were better un- 
done, Thoſe things which we purſue with 
ſuch greedineſs, for the moſt part flie from 
us; and thoſe things which we contend 
for with ſuch earneſtneſs, we ſeldom at- 
tain to: Bur ſuppoſe we did (Alas!) 
they have no perpetuity. So the covenant 
with death ſhall he diſanulled, and the 
agreement with hell ſhall not fland, Iſa. 28. 
18. We all conſume away and die: and 
which is worſt of all, we blindly ruſh head- 
long into Eternity, from whence there is 
no return. a 
Guerricus hearing thete words read in 


the Church our of the Book of —_— 
en. 
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Gen. 5. 5. And all the days that Adam li- 
ved, were nine hundred and thirty years : 
And be died, 8. And all the days of Seth 
were nine hundred and twelve years: And 
he died. 11. And all the days of Enos were 


nine hundred and five years: And he died. 


And all the days of Aethuſelah were nine 
hundred ſixty and nine years: and he 
died, (c. Hearing, I ſay, theſe words 
read, the very conceit of death wrought 


ſo ſtrongly upon him, and made ſo deep 


an impreſſion in his mind, that he retired 
himſelt from the world, and gave himſelit 


wholly to his devotions, that ſo he might 


die the death of the gedly, and arrive 
more ſafely at the haven of Eternal teli- 
city, which is no where to be found in 
this world, 


CHAP. II. | 
What is the beft Queſtion in the World? 


AINT Matthew telleth us of a young 
Man that came unto Chriſt, and pro- 
pounded a queſtion unto him, Mat. 19. 16. 
And Saint Mark deſcriberh the manner of 
his coming to our S:viour, and his good 
carriage: For, faith he, There came one 
running and kneeling to him, and asked him, 
vo Maſter, what ſhall I do that I may 
inherit 
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inherit Eternal Life? Mark 10. 17. And 
our Saviour's anſwer was, Thou bnoweſt the 
Commandments: If thu wilt enter into life, 
beep the Command ments, Matth. 19. 17. 
At Philippi a City of Macedonia, the beeper 
of the Priſon came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silas, and moved this 
queſtion unto them, Sirs, what muſt I d 
ta be ſaved? This was a very good queſtion z 
A better and more profitable could not be 
moved. But, O good God, where is this 
queſtion now in the world? The 
world is full of other queſtions : but this 
1s ſcarce any where to be heard. Moſt 
men do now a days betray themſelves by 
their own queſtions, and bring to light, 
and ſo make others witneſſes of their ſim- 
plicity, or curioſity, or ſome ſuch hidden 
diſeaſe of mind. He which maketh dili- 
gent ſearch and enquiry where the beſt 
wine js to be ſold, dorh ſufficiently declare 
hat he loves beſt, and where his chiefeſt 
care is, Another asketh ſuch queſtions 
as 4 modeſt Man would bluſh to hear: 
And this nan ſhews that his heart is full, 
and that our of the abundance thereof hts 
mouth ſpeaketh. All mens mouths in all 
places are full of queſtions, ſuch as theſe 
are: But it is a rare thing to hear one 
Man ask another this queſtion, Do you 


think this is the way to Hcaven? It is a 
fault 
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fault common to every vicious Man, but 
more proper to the libidinous and luſtful, 
the luxurious and riotous Man, though he 
be plunged into the deep, and begins to 
fink, and to be overwhelmed, yer ſe dom 
or never to enter into a ſerious confidera- 
tion with himſelf, and with a ſincere mind 
ask himſelf this queſtion, Shall I ever think 
to obtain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life ? Is this the way to Heaven? But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think upon 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe I ſay, that 
live a ſoft liſe, fare deliciouſly, and wal- 
low in pleaſures, that feel little or no for- 
row and affliction, or if they do at any 
time fcel never ſo little, labour what they 
can to be ſenſeleſs of ir. To ſuffer, they 
count the greateſt of all evils, It it goes 
well with them, they care not how it fares 
with orhers. If it be well with them for 
the preſent, they take no care what ſhall 
follow after. They never once think upon 
Eternity. This is their daily ditty, The 
Heaven of Heavens is the Lords, but the earth 
he hath given to the ſons of Men. They 
want neither ſtrength of body or mind, 
by which to eſcape the hands of men, Bur 
God hath long hands, he ſhall ſurely find 
them our, they muſt appear before hm 
who is the Judge of all the World; they 


cannot elcape his judgment; chey ſhall 
ſurely 
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ſurely ſoffer Eternal puniſnments for their 
wickedneſs and their offences. But if God 
in his ſecret judgment caſteth away any 
man as a reprobate, and ſuffereth him to 
live after his own luſt and plezfure, he gi- 
veth him his portion of proſperity and fe- 
licity in this life, he ſparet'; him here, that 
he may puniſh him hereatrer, And if ar 
any time he doth any thing that 1s good, 
he preſently rece.veth his reward. Of ſuch 
unhappy-hippy Men the king'y prophec 
thus ſp:akech, Pial. 73. 5. They are not in 
trouble as other Men; neither are they plagued 
like other Men. Plal. 105.39. They go 4 
whoring with their own inventions. And this 
is a moſt miſerable eſtate and condition of 
life, if there be any, For whom God hath 
predeſtinared to bring him into the way of 
Eternal happineſs, he ſparech him not here 
in this life, but ſcourgeth him daily, I 
might bring infinite examples to prove this: 
I will name but one; bur the like, I think, 
hath not been ſeen or heard of in many 
ages. 


CHAP. 
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aCHA P. III. 


How God puniſheth here, that he may ſpare 
hereafter. 4 flrange example, the like hath 
ſcarce at any time been heard of. 


N che year of our Lord, One thouſand 
one hundred eighty five, Andronicus 
Emperour of the Eaſt being overcome and 
taken pritoner by Iſaac Angelo, had two 
heavy iron chains put about his neck, was 
laden with fetters and ſhackles, and was 
moſt barbarouſly and deſpitefully uſed, 
and at length in this manner was brought 
before the forenamed I aac. Be fore whom 
complaining of his hard ufage, he was de- 
livered over to the multitude to be abuſed 
ar their pleaſure. They being ſer on fire 
with anger, thought it a fine thing to be 


revenged of their enemy: And thus they 


ulcd him. They buffeted him, they baſti- 
nadoed him, they pulled him by the beard, 
they twitcht his hair from his head, they 
daſht out his teeth, they dragged him in 
publick, they made him a laughing-ſtock, 


they ſuffered women to beat him with their 


fiſts. Then they cut off his right hand; 
and being thus maimed, they thruſt him 
into the dungeon of thieves and robbers, 
without either meat or drink or any other 
thing that was neceſſary, or any 7 _ 


4 
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Jook after him. After a few days they put 


our one of his eyes, and being thus ſhame. 
fully mangled, having one eye put our, 
and one hand cut off, they put upon him 
2 very ſorry ſhort coat, ſhaved his head, 


fer him upon a ſcabbed Camel with his 


face towards the tail, put upon his head a 
Crown of Garlick, made him hold in his 
hand the Camel's rail inſtead of a Sceprer, 
and f9 they carried him through the Mar- 
ker-place very leiſurely with great pomp 


and triumph. And here the moſt impudent, 


baſe and vile amongſt the People, like ſa- 
vages, after an inhumane ſort fell upon 


him, nothing at all conſidering that not 


paſt three days before he was no leſs chan 
an Emperour, Crowned with a royal Dia- 
dem, commended, worſhipped, honoured, 
yea and adored of all men, Nothing at all 
regarding the Oath of Allegiance, they 


raged and were mad upon him, and their 
rige and madneſs fitted every Man with 


inſtruments of miſchief againſt him. Some 
ſtruck him on the head with clubs, others 


filled his noſtrils with dirt, others ſqueezed 


ſpunges upon his face, firſt ſoaked in the 


- excrements of man and beaſt, others run 


him into the fides wich ſpirs. Some threw 
ſtones, others threw dirt at him: Some 
called him mad dog, others called him 


fool and blockhead. An impudent woman 


running 


n 
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running out of a kitchin with a kettle of 
ſcaiding water in her hand, poured jt upon 
his head as he paſſed by. There was none 
which did not ſome miſchief or other to 
him. At length they brought him to the 


Theater to make him a laughing-ſtock, 


took him down from the Camel, and han- 
ged him up by the heels between two pil. 
lars, Thus the poor Emperor having ſuf- 
fered a thcuſand indignities; yet he bore 
them patiently,carrying himſelf like a man 
and a true Chriſtian Champion, He was 
never heard al] the while to lament, or 
cry out of his hard fortune: for ir had 
been to no purpoſe, He was all the while 
caſting up his account, which he was to 
make unto God, and begging pardon for 
his fins. He was heard to ſay nothing but 
only this, and this he faid ofren, Domine 
miſerere, Domine miſerere, Lord have mer- 


cy, Lord have mercy, 


Unhappy Andronicus, which waſt com- 
pelled to ſuffer ſuch things! Bur happy in 
this, that thcu didſt ſuffer them ſo pati- 
ently, as beipg the juſt reward of fin. 

When he was hanged up, one would 
have thought their malice ſhould have 
ceaſed ; but they ſpared him not then, as 


long as he lived. For they rent his coat 


from his body : and toſſed him up and 


down with their hands, tearing him in 
| Pieces 


upon Eternity. 119 


pieces wich their nails. One more cruel 
chan che reſt run his ſword through his 
belly, and guts, as he was hanging. Two o- 
thers, to try whoſe ſword was ſharpeſt, 
thruſt him through che back, leaning upon 
their ſwords with both their hands. Here 
the moſt miſerable unhappy Emperour 
with much adoe lifted up his maimed hand 
to his mouth, to put out the blood, as 
ſome thought, from the freſh and bleeding 
wound, and ſo ended his life miſerably. 
Afrer ſome few days he was taken down 
{rom the gibbet, and thrown under one of 
the archcs of the Theater like a beaſt, till 
ſome that had more humanity in them 
than the reſt, removed him; but yet not 
wichſtanding he was not ſuffered to be bu- 
ried. O Andronicus: O thou Emperour 
of the Eiſt! How much waſt thou bound 
unto God, whoſe will it was that for a few 
days thou ſhouldſt ſuffer ſuch things, that 
thou mighteſt not periſh for ever! Thou 
waſt miſerable for a ſhort time, chat thou 


mighteſt not he miſerable for all Eternity. 1 


make no doubt but thou hadſt the years of E- 
ternity in mind, ſeeing that thou didſt ſuffer 
ſuch things ſo conſtantly and couragiouſly. 
Nicetas Choniates is mine Author, from 
"hom I barrcwed this lamentable hiſtory, 
aud he lived about the ſame time, when this 


happened. 
G Ler 
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Let us Chriſtians keep always in mind 
the years of Eternity. So whatſcever ad- 
verſity or affliction happeneth, we ſhall 
more eaſily bear it, Every thing is ſhorr, 
if we compare it with Ererniiy, For our 
light «fliffion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a fur mdre exceeding, and E- 
ternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Here- 
upon St. Auguſtine crieth dut, and prayeth 
ſo earneſtly, Domine, hic ure, hic ſeca, mndo 
in æternum parcas: Lord, ſear me here, lapce 
me here, ſo thou ſpareſt me hereuſter. And 
Fulgentius, though a moſt holy man, drau- 
ing near unto his death, threeſcore and ten 
days before he died, was often heard to cry 
out, Domine da mihi modo patientiam, 
poſtea indulgentiam; Lord, grant me pa- 
tience here, and eaſe hereafter. Theſe were 
his words and prayers even to the laſt gaſp, 
Certain it is, God ſpareth them leaf of 
all; whom he determineth to take unto 
himſelf, ro dwell with him throughout all 


Eternit). 
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THE SIXTH 


CONSIDERATION. 


Upon 
ETERNITY: 


. 


Har the holy Scripture in my places teach--- 


eth us. to meditate wpon Eterrity. 


"HE. Kingly Prophet, ſpeaking of 
| the Wicked, fairh, Thar they wall 


in every ſize, or in a circu; Pſal, 


12. 8. This is their manner of hfe: They. 


go from feaft to feaſt, from deligiies to 


delights, from wickedneſs te wickedneſiʒ. 


This is their Circuit. And when they think 


they have almoſt fi:ithed the ir Circuit of 
wickedncf:, and gone over the round of 
their luſt, they begin again, returning fil]. 
to the ir former eourſe, till death ſtealeth 


upon them before they be aware. 


The Children of 7 made this law a-- 


mongſt themſelves, to feaſt” cne another 
round, every one in his courſe. The good 
Man their Father obſerved.and knew very: 
well, chat this their feaſting round, could 
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not be without ſin: And therefore he ſent, 
and fandiifreds them, and roſe up early in tbe 
morring, and affered buyrnt-offerings according 
to the number of them all, Job. 1. 5, As there- 
tore che wicked ;delight / apd? rejoice in 
going the circuit of their pleaſure: So 
God ſhall appoint them a circuit to go, 
bur it ſhall be a circumt ot torments, and 
that perperual and Eternal. Bleffed David 


 ſorefaw this like wife: For faith he, Thine 


arrows-went abroad :- The voice of thy thun- 
der was heard in the Heaven, or round about, 
Plal. 77. 17, 8. Famine, War, Peſtilence, 
Sorrows, Piſeafes, Calamities, Death it 


leit, and all Adverſnies whatſoever” that 


happen before the firſt death, are the Ar- 
rows of the Lord; but they flie over; they 
have Wings, and they quickly flie from one 
ta another. But the voice of his thunder, 
the voice of his anger and fury, ſhall comi- 
nually roar in the priſon of Hell, and like 
a wheel run round withour wearying, for 
all Eternity, This wheel, as if it wete filed 
with Gunpowder, wien ir hath once taken 
fire, thall burn for ever and ever. A fre i 
kindled in tnine anger, and ſhall burn unto 
the Iweft Hell, Deut. 32. 22. There is 
alſo another chcuit, and that likewiſe is 
Elernal: from unuttergble cold to into- 
lerable heat, and ſtom hear back again to 
cold, Job 24. 19. Drought and” heat cin- 

| | 8 | ſun? 
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ſume the ſum waters, (lo ſaich 7ob) and 
fo doth the grave thoſe that have ſinned, 
St. Matthew ſignifieth it more expreſly by 
the gnaſhing of teeth, and weeping ot eyes. 
Matth. 12, 13. That we may mere fully 
ſer out this horcib'e and incomprehenſible 
wheel, order requireth that we ſh:w how 
the Church agreath with the holy Scri- 
pture in this, as the holy Fathers agree wich 
the Church, We have here divers good 


admonitions from all theſe, which if we 


arrend unto, we cannot caſily let Eternity 
ſlip cut oi cur memory. 


n 


The Anſwers of the Holy Fithers and the 
Church about this. 


F all the holy Fathers which have 
lived in divers ages, we ſhould do 
well to hearken unto five eſpecially, Augu- 


line, Chryſaftom, Gregory, Bernard, Luuren+ 


thu, Fullinianus. | - 
The firſt queſtion here (winch yer may 
ſeem a vain and fookEſh one) is, Which is 
caſier, and more tolerable, to ſuffer pain 
in the head, eyes or teeth; to be troubled 
with the ſtone; to be pained wich the 
wind Cholick, or Iliac a Pafſn, or any o- 
ther acute diſeaſe; neither to ſleep nighe 
a G 4 or 
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or day, bur to be tormented continual:y 
without any reſpite for three days toge- 
ther, The queſtion now is, I fay, Which 
is eaſier, whether to ſuffer rhe pains now 
mentioned, or elſe to eat a piece of fiſh 
which is made bitter by the breaking ct 

The*Gall, This may ſeem a very ridicu- 
tous and moſt idle queſtion. For, how 


much better is it to eat ſuch a u hole fith, 
' rather than ſuffer thoſe gricvous tor - 


ments though but one day The bitte r- 
pe ſs of the fiſh will nor endanger a Man's 
hfe, nor make him fick, but leave only a 
bitter taſte in the mouth, which is unp'ca- 
ſing to ic. It is truly anſwered. And yet 
how many thouſands of men make chcice 
rather of the frmer / For, how oiten doth 
the Preacher teach and exhott, cry out 
and ſpeak plainly / Chriſtian Brechren, 
confider well with ycur 1-lv:s, and lo k 
about you; The Eternal ſalvation cf your 
fouls 1s in queſtion: If you wa!k this way, 
you muſt afluredly lock for Eternal tor- 
ments: Chriſt hath ſhewed you ancther 
way both by his life and doctrine. Retuin 
thereſare and repent, ycu have gene long 
enough aſtray, You may if you will have 
entrarce into Heaven; if you be ſhut cur 
it is your own fault: God is not wanting to 
thoſe that are willing. It is true indeed, 


There is ſome bitterneſs in uſing abſti- 
ä nence 
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nence and faſting, in confeſſing of fins, ii 
keeping the body under, in ſetting a flrict 


watch over thy ſenſes, in conquering one's 


ſeif, in living chaſtly and continently: 


This is no eaſie task: But, It it be what 
ic will, we muſt . ſuffer it. Luke 24. 26. 
Ouabt not Chrift to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and. ſo ta enter into his glory? Let nor 
a licr'e-.and ſhare labour terrifie us. It is 
bur.for a fe years, or it may be but a 
few days, that e are to do and ſuffer va- 
liantly ; but ourgoy and reſt ſhall be E- 
ternal, "He overcometh all, whoſoever 


overcome INN ereth himſelf, con- 
taineth himſelf, aud reſiſte th his evil and 
violent paſſians nnd all this for Chriſt, 


for Hewen, ir P eſſed Eternity. . Chriſt 


aſter his Refurtetion found his Diſeiples 
eating fiſh broiled upon the coals: Ta. 


teach them how. great things they ſhould 
afcerwards ſuffer : And that they were not 
to think of à ſoft and eaſie life, but that 
they were to be ſtoned, whipped, cruci- 
fied, have their skin pulled over their ears; 
that th's was the way to a joyful Reſurre- 
tion, and to the participation and fellow: 


' ſhip of Eternity with the b eſſed; that all 


other things were ſmall and of no worth in 
comparifon of immortality, and that bleſ- 
ſedneſs, which yer eye hat!t never ſeen. 
Theſe things are * ſpoken of, but they 
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are litt'e regarded. This fiſh bitter with 
the over-flowing of the gall, that is world- 
ly croſſes and the ſufferings of this life, is 
often fer betore us: Bur it gocth againf 
our ſtomach, we cannot endure co taſte of 
it, Eternity is a thing we often hear of, 
we often read of, it is continually preached? 
unto us, and often repeated: But we either 
hear not, or believe not, or regard not, 
or if we do for a time, the cares cf the 
world foon put it out of our minds, and 
we bury it in oblivion. But again, che 
Confcience often Plays the Preacher, and 
recals ro our mind theſe wholſome leſſons, 
is inſtant, dehorts, reproves; but prevails 
nothing. Alis in vain. For many are fo 


obſtinare and perverſe, that neither the 


Preacher nor their own Conſcience can 


work upon them. But ſome are ſo impu- 


dent, that they will fer themſelves in op- 
poſition, and reply thus, Let it go well 
with us here and we care not; we neither 
know nor care what ſhall come hereafter 
we are all for preſent profits and pleaſures : 


no man returneth again from the dead; nei- 


ther was it ever known that any ene came 
hack again out of Hell, Come therefore, let 
us eat, drink, and be merry, s let us. enjoy our 
gets and take our pleaſure. Theſe are the 
worldiings Ditties: Bur let S. Auguſtine 
cerermine this queſtion, Melius eft, modica 

| dH 
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amarituds in faucibus, quam Aternum 4 
mentum in viſceribus, Better it is, faith he, 


#9 ſuffer a little bitterneſs in the meuth, than 
Eternal torments in the inward parts. It is 
far better to ſuffer for our offences here 
in this World, than the World ro come. 
Far beiter it is for threeſcore years and; 
ren, continually together here on earth, to 
be puniſhed with moſt grievous puniſh- 
ments, than to ſuffer the torments of Hell 
for one day, yea for one hour hereafter. 
But let us hear hat another of the Fathers 
fait 

Saint Chnſoſtome propaunds 

the ſecond queſtion after this Hom. 20. 
manner; Suppoſe one ni aht in 4d Pop. 


an huudred years 4 man ſhould Aitioc. 


have a ſweet and pleaſant dream, 
and be after puniſned an hundred years 
for it, would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be deſired? And yet, ſaith the Father, 
25 a dream is to an hundred years, ſo is this 
preſent lie to the life to come, yea rather 
it is much Jeſs: And ag a drop is to the 
main Ocean, ſo are a thouſand years unto 
Eternity. And in another place. . 
M hat is there, faith he, to be Mm. 28. 
compared unto Eternity? What in Epiſt. 
are a thouſand Years in compa- ad Heber. 
ion of infinite ages which are 
vet for to come? Are they not life ume. 
the 
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the leaſt drop of a bucker compared to 4 
bottomleſs Well? Look for no end of ror- 
ments after this life, unleſs thou repent- 


eſt before thou departeft out of this life: 
For after death there is no place of repen- 


tance, no ſhedding cf rears will profit 


thee, or do thee any good. Though 2 

Man in Hell fhcuid gnaſh his teeth, and 
blare out hs ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not 
obtain ſo much as a drop of cold water. 
Grant then that a Man ſhould enjoy pica- 
{ures all his life long, what is that to infi- 


nite ages which are yet for ro come? Here 


in this lite all things good and bad have 
2c length an ead; bur the puniſhments that 
ſhall be ſuffered hereafter ſhall have no 
end. Set fire on thy bcdy here, and the 
Saul will ſoon depart : Bur after the reſur- 
rection, when the body ſhall be from 
thenceforth immortal and incorruptible, 
the Soul of the damned ſhall always burn, 


and nor conſume in Hell fire. They ſhall 


riſe a,ain, incorruptible indeed: But 

how? Not to receive a Crown of incorrup- 

tible glory, but to ſuffer Eternal rorments. 

1 us hear what another of the Fathers 
ith. 

Saine Grezery maketh anſwer to this 
common que ſtion; Will not drunkenneſs. 
{ooner ſteal upon a Man in the Wine-cel- 
lar; ſtanding by the hogſhead, t au in the 

| Par- 


W_. 


5 
8 
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Parlout ſitting at the Table? The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt trumphed in the words of So- 
lomon, he brought me to the Banquettinę- 
houſe (or as ſome read it, He brought me 
into his Wine-cellr ) and his banner over 
me was love, or, He hath ſet his banner of 
love over me, Upon which words St. Gre- 
ziry diſc urſing laith thus, By the Wine- 
cellir what can we better cr more fitly 
conceive, than the ſeeret contemplation 
of Erernity?* For _ whoſoever doth ſe- 
riouſly conſider with himfelf upon Eternit 
and lets this conſideration fink deep into 
his mind, he may truly rejoyce, and tri- 
umph wich his Spouſe, ſay ing He hath ſet 
his banner of love over ne. For he will 
keep better order in his love, loving him- 
ſelf leſs, God more, and cven his enemies 
alſo for God's fake. Bur ſuch is the nature 
of this profound conſideration, that it will 
preſently mike a Man drunk. Make him 


drunk? How? With the drunkenneſs of the 


beſt deſires, ſuch as will lead him to a- 
mendment of life, carry him to his heaven- 
iy Country, and bring him at length to joys 
Eternal, It was caft in the Apnſtles teeth, 
that they were drunk with Wine: And 
ſo they were indeed; but it was with wine 
gut of this Cellar. St. Gregory hath ma- 


ny excellent conſiderations and ſayings 


upon Eternity; Amongſt others he _ 
is, 
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this, which is a very ſhort one and a true 
one, Momentum quod delettat, Aterrum 
quad cruciat: That which delighteth is - 
mentany, but that which tormeanteth is Erer- 
nu. Here I could wiſh with 7ob, Job 19. 
23, 24. O that theſe words were written! 0 
that they were printed in a Boob / That they © 
were graben with a pen of Iron Thele 
words, I fay, that which delighteth is mo- 
ment any, but that which tormenteth is Eter. 
nal, The Book in which this ſhould: be 
written is che here of man; the pen of 
iron with which it ſhould be written, is ſe- 
rious medlitat in; the Ink with which it 
ſhou'd be written, is the Blood of Chi isi. 
And theſe words ſo imprinted and ingra- 
ven in tlie breaſt, are then eſpecially to be 
called to mind, and to be often repeated, 
when pleaſure fawneth, when Juſt pro- 
voketh, when luxury inviteth, when the 
fleſn rebelleth, and the ſpirit ſailerh, when 
there is occaſion of ſin offered, and dan- 
ger of falling into fin. But let us hear what 
another of the Fathers ſaich. ä 
In the fourth place comes St. Bernard : 
Ke ſhall anſwer to the queſtion here to be 
propounded, In, che lives of men there is 
fuch/ difference, that almoſt now ſo many 
men ſo many judgments corcerning affli- 
ions. There are found ſome ſo grievouſly 


and contiaually afflicted, that chey are 
ready 
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ready to fall down under the croſs, as be- 
ing too heavy for chem to bear. One is 
oppreſſ d with poverty, another is affſicted 
with fickueſs, another is overcharged with 
ſecret debts, another is tormented wich 
cares, another is grieved and vexed witch 
injuries and ſlanders: Every man thinketh 
that moſt grievous which in preſent he 
ſuffereth. And many times it cometh to 
paſt, that ſuch as are fiint-hearted and im- 
patient, wiſh for death, run into the wa- 
ter, and make haſt to the halter, thinking 
thereby to find an end of all their grisfs 
and ſorro vs, whereas indeed thit ſuppoſed 
end, becomes to them, but the beginning ot 
their ſorrows, and ſuch forrows as ncver 


ſhall have end. Fur with the good and 


godly it is not ſo: They pꝛtiently endure 


all, ſubmitting themſelves in all things to 


God's good will and pl-afure. They nei- 
ther defire to die quickly, nor yer-r9 live 
ſong. Ts it God's will they ſhall die? They 
Ho are willing. Will he have them die 
quickly? They are willing to that alſo. 
Will he have them live yer longer? They 
are not againſt that, What God willeth, 
that they will: What he willech nor, nei- 
ther will they. Befide thefe two kinds of” 
Men, there is a third, and that is the 
greateſt part of men, that defire to live. 


long: And there is almoſt no Man fo , „ 


but 
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but he hopes and deſires to live yet another 
year. Theſe Men are never heard to ſay, 
they have lived long enough. Death ma- 
keck too much haſt with them, he c-- 
meth to them too ſoon, yea and before 
his time. Here now the queſtion may be 
moved; Who live? or who ſhall live lon- 
ger? St. Bernard in his ſeventeenth Ser- 
mon upon the 91 Pm, upon theſe 
words, With long life will I ſatisfie him, 
breakerh forth into this admiration. What 
is ſo long as that which is Eternal? What 
is ſo long as that which ſnall have no end? 
Life Eternl is the good end which we are 


all to aim at, and thi, end is without end. 


And further he adds, That is the true day 
indeed after which their follows no niht, 
where there is Eternal verity, and true E- 
ternity, and therefore true and Eternal ſo- 
ciety. So then the queſtion may be de- 
termined thus, That choſe only ſhall live 
a long life truly ſo called, whoſoever ſhall. 
never die, but always live-in Heaven; And 


again, That thoſe ſhall die ina lingring 


death (alas! Too lingring a death) wh. - 
loever ſhall always die, but ever live in 
Hell: For they ſhall live only there to be 
tormented always. Let us hear but one 
more, and 1d conclude,” © 

Laurentius Juftinitanus.. ſhall reſolve the 
laſt queſtion for us. There are, ſaith he, 
Many 
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many things in this World which nature 
hath ſo appropriated and aſſigned to ſame 
one certain place, that they are not to be 
found in another place, unleſs it be in part. 
Of ſome flowers which grow in the neu- 
found world we have only the ſeed: Of 
ſome living Creatures there are bruught 
over unto us only the Skins, Now Eternity 
is a thing ſo proper to another World, that 
it is not to be found in this; only the ſeed 
thercof we may have even in this World. 
And what are the feeds of Eternity They 
are ſaith Laurentius, Contempt of a m.n's 
elf, the gift of Charity, and the taſie of 
' Chriff's works. To contemn others, is 4 
Tree that overſpreadeth the whole World, 
u hoſe Wocd is Fewel for the Fire of Hell. 
To conternn himſeif is a very ſmall ſeed, 
ſcarce known in the world: Chriſt brouzht 
it down from Heaven with him who made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took upin him 
the form of a Servant, and bec me obedient, 
not to the Stable only, or the Manger, but 
even to Mount Calvary, unto death, even 
the death of the Croſs, unto the grave, yea 
cven unto Hell, ver. 9. Wherefore God alſo 
hath highly exalted him. Behold, this lictle 
iced is grown up and ſpread in breadth, 
And is become the higheſt of all trees. The 
fame Author, ſpeaking of Charity, faith 


thus, The meaſure of our g/ory and Tn 
| ndl 
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nal reward ſhall. be according to the mea- 
ſure of our Charity. For, To whom little is 
forgiven, the ſame love;h little, Luke 7. 47. 
He obtaineth leſs grace, whoſoever hath 
jeſs Charity: And where there is leſs grace, 
there alſo ſhall be Jeſs glory. So then it is 
moſt true, The more thou loveſt God, 

the more thou heapeſt up unto thy ſelf E- 
ternal rewards. The whole Law is /ove, 
but it muſt be pure, chaſte, and holy. I 
have done with the ſecond, which is Cha- 
rity. I come to the third, which is The 
taſte of Chriſt's words. It is accmmon and 
witty ſaying in the Rhetcrick Schools, He 
is to be thought a god proficient who can ve- 
liſh Tullys works: We may ſay as much in 
the School of Chriſtianity, He hath made 
a good progreſs in Religion and Vertue, wi 
can reliſh Chriſt's works, who likes the taſte 
of Chriſt's doctrine and example. But u ho- 
ſbever findeth no taſte almoſt at all, no 
r&ih in the words and works of Chriſt; 
whoever is not moved, affected, and de- 
lig, ted with thoſe things which belong un- 
to the mind, and Chriſtian picty, to Hea- 
ven, and Eternal fclicity; but on the con- 
trary findeth much ſweerneſs in eating; 
drinking, walking, laughing, jeſting and 
Paying: The fame Man may fay with fer- 
row enough, too truly, How littte end of 
Eternity have I within me, O #ny-Gad 585 

| rather 
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much given to watching, 
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rather, I have none at all. For when I 
deſcend into my felt, I ſee manifeſtly what 
ſpirit is within me, and whether my affe- 
ction carries me. To ſpend whole nights 
in dancing feaſtiag, tevelling, quaffing, 
dicing and carding, hearing fooliſn and 
idle tales, reading impure Books, calling 
tor, and laughing at amorous Songs, play- 
ing the good fellow, and doin? as the com- 
pany doth; On! this never e ffendeth me, 
this is pleaſing and delighrful ro me: Bug 
to hear of Criſt: and his lite, to hear oft. 
Holy. Men that lived forinerly, who were 

aſting, and 
prayer, or to read of their lives, that makes 
no muſ:ck in my ears, and this is an eye- 
fore unto me: Fcan neither hear nor ſee: 
I ſtop mine ears, and cloſe mine eyes for 
fear leſt they ſhould be offended, To heat 


1 Sermon of an hour long, it is deach_ 
unto me, and therefore I ſeldom come to 
Church: Or if I do ſometimes, I drive a- 
way the time, eicher ſleep'ing or pratiag. 


There are too many ſuch men in che 
world : Fut of ſuch it may be truly faid; 
that they have no taſte or reliſh at all of 
the works of Chriſt, But now let us hear 
the judgment of the Church concerning 
Eternity. > 200-12 JOEY 

The memory of Eternity is ſo precious 
in che eſteem of the Churob chax tere is 

* no 
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no Pſalm, no Prayer, no Hymn but clo- 
ſeth with it, Glory be to the Father, and t9 
the Son, and to the holy Gh; As it was 
in the beginning; js now and ever ſh.ll- be, 
world without end. Amen. As it wes in the 
begi ning, that is, before all beginning, 
from all Eternity, without any beginning, 
is now, 4 d ever ſhall be, world wit „ut end, 
that is, throughout all ages; infinite, in- 
numerable, incomprehenſible ages; to ail 
Eternity. But let us leave the little rivers, 
and make haſte to che fountain. 


C H A of II. 


Clear Teſtimonies af Divine Scripture. concer n- 
ing Eternity. 


Will produce only three Witneſſes, a 
Propbet, an Apoſiſe, and an Evange- 
How many and how great are the hg's: 
and groans of poor abject and deſp't.d 
Men! We may hear them every day. One 
or other every where is complaining, Wo 
is me poor man, I have few or no friends 
at all; I am diſte ſpected: I am ſcorned 
and trampled under foot almoſt by all. 
Have patience a little, O man, ſuffer for a 
while; the day of comtort will rife at 
lepg:h, though it ſecm long firſt, Rewer 
r 
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ber God's promiſe in the Prophe- Baruch 


cy of Baruch, Caſt about thee 4 3. 2. 


uble garment of ibe righteouſ- A 
reſs which cometh from Gel, and ſet a Dia- 
dem on thy head af the gli of the Ever- 
laſting. 

Ochers there are that accuſe Nature, 
complaining ſtill chat ſhe hath given roo 
long a life ro ravens and too ſhort a 
deal unto Man. Hear thus much, you 
that are ſtill complaining of the ſhorenefs 
of man's life. This life is ſhore indeed: But 
when this ſhore and vain life ſhall end, 
there remains another life which never 
ſhall have an end; If ye will nor believe 
me, yet believe St. Paul 2 Cor. 5. 2. Fr 
we know, laith St. Paul, that if our earthly 
hauſe of this tabernacle were diſÞhlved, we 
h.rve a building of God, an houſe-not made 
with hands, Eternal in the he.zuens, What 
great loſs is. it then, if this earthly taber- 
nacle of our body be diſſolved, when as we 
have a Royal Palace prepared for us, which 
is not ſubj<&'ro diffolurion? _ To the teſti- 
mony of the Prophet and the Apoſtle, let 
us add the teſtimony of the Evangelift 
St. Matthew, in whoſe Goſpel we may 
read theſe words of our Saviour, Matth. 
18. 8. If thy hand or thy fot offend thee, cut 
them off, and c.ift them from thee; It is ber- 
*er far thee ts enter into life halt or maimed, 


rather 
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rather than having two hand or two feet to 

be caſt into everlaſting fre. And if thme 
eye offend. ther, pluck it aut, and caſt it from 
Sk It is better for thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to 
be caſt into hell fire, O fire! © Hell! O 
Eternity Time is nothing, if it be com- 
pared wich Eternity; ſhortneſs of life, and 
ſo loſs of time is no lofs at all, but great 
gain, if thereby we gain Eternity, Chriſt 
hath promiſed ir, and St. "Matthew hath 
recorded it, and "ſealed it in theſe words 
of our Saviour, Matth. 19. 29. Every one 

"+ that bath forſ, aben ' houſes," or” brethren, or 
ers, or father, or mother, or wife, or 


WW children, of Lands for my names ſabe; ſhall 


- receive an bundred fold, amd \ſhall inherit 
everlaſting life. Is it not clear enough 
that chis promiſe is of bleſſed Eternity, 
when we have ſecurity given us of receiv- 


ing an huntred-fold reward?” Again, Chr iſt 


according to the ſame Evinzeli# fctewar- 


ning of che larter judgmeit, three times 
me mention of Eternnyexpreſſy in theſe 
words, Match. 25. Ar, 46. everlaſting” fire, 
or ererra! fire,” everlaſting or eternal puniſh- 
wa and fe ren. 

WE +: *-* Seeing therefor the holy Fathers, the 


Church, and the facred Scripture do ſo 
many ways propound unto us che ferious 
oni 2 of Eternity; it is our — 
| an 
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and duty, as many of us as look for -£zernat 
life in Heaven, it is our part and duty ſe- 
riouſly ro meditate thus with our ſelees 
every one: O my God! Ho ſeldom 


have I heretofore thought upon Eternity! 


or if J have thought upon it, in what a 
cold, and negligent manner have I done it, 
notwithſtanding every day, yea every hour 
and minute I draw nearer and neater unto 
Eternity? But for the time to come, by the 
aſſiſtance of thy grace, I will mind it more 
carefully than heretofore I have done; and 
if at any time, through thy bounty, riches 
ſnall encreaſe, Iwill not ſet my heart upon 
them: Though the world ſhould ſmile upon 
me, though 1 ſhould want no temporal 
thing that my heart can deſire, though 1 
ſhould feem to flow in never fo much 
abundance, yer will J ſtill remember Eter- 
nity. Tn the midſt of my proſperity theſe 
ſhall be my thoughts. But how Tong ſhall 
this laſt? Will this fair weather never 
change? Will this comfortable Sun always 
ſhine upon me? Or if T ſhould live in pro- 
ſperity all the days of my life, hat ſhall it 
profit me after death? After this ſweer but 
ſhort, pleaſing bur perilous, unhappy hap- 
pineſs, there ſhall ſhortly follow Eternisy, 
Eternity, But if the Wor'd goes ill with me, 
if it frown upon me, if I meet with many 
croſſes, troubles and afflictions, if misfor- 

tunes 
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runes befal me, if they ruſh upon me like 
waves, one on the neck of another, if | 
be turmoiled and toſſed up and down, chen 
theſe ſnall be my daily thoughts. Well, 
ler the Werld have its courſe, I am content 
to bear it, God's Will be done. Let the 
fea be trouble d, let the waves thereof roar, 
ler the Winds of afflictions blow, let the 
waters of ſorrows ruſh upon me, let the 
clouds of tentations. threaten rain and 
thunder, let the darkneſs of grief and hea- 
vine ſs ccmpaſs me about, yea though the 
foundations of the World ſhould ſeem to 
ſhake, yet will I not be afraid. Theſe 
ſtorms will blow over, theſe Winds will be 
laid, theſe Waves will fall, this tempeſt 
cannot laſt long, and the ſe clouds ſhall be 
diſpelled. M hatſoever I ſuffer here ſhall 
ſhortly have an end, I ſhall not ſuffer E- 
ter nally. Ceme the worſt that can came, 
death will put an end to all my ſorrows and 
miſeries. But no ſtorm to that ſtorm of 
Fire and Brimſtone which the damned ſhall 
ſuffer in Hell Zternally and without end. 
All things here ſhall have an end, but che 
torments there ſhall have no end. Whatſo- 
ever is not within the circle cf Eternity, is 
ſnort, ſa ift, and momontany; it is but a 
fMadow, but a dream, fo faith St. Chry- 
foſlome ; It is but a Modicum or à thing of no- 
thing, a little, a very little, for a little while; 
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yea, a very little while. Often doth out 
Saviour bear upon this, ſpeaking to his 
Diſciples. All his own ſufferings, yea his 
moſt bitter death upon che crofs, he calleth 
but a lietle. All the ſufferings, puniſhments, 
and violent deaths of the Apoſtles, all bur 
a little: And why ſhou'd not I alfo think ic 
hut a little, whattoever here I ſuffer, though 
I ſhould ſuffer it an hundred years toge- 
cher; Heb, 7.27, For yet a little while, 
and he that ſhould come, will come, and will 
not tarry, Iwill therefore ſuffer patiently 
whatſoever can happen, and account one 
thing only neceſſary, and that is, To do 
nothing againſt my Conſcience, and diſ- 
pleaſing unto God, For all is fate and ſure 
with him who is certain and ſure of bleſſed 
Eternity. 


CHAP. III. 


This life in reſpe& of that which is to come, is 
but as a Drop to the Ocean, a little Stone 
to the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore, a Center 
to the Circle, a Modicum, a little, a very 
little time, a Minute to Eternity. And ſuch 
are the ſufferings of this life in reſpect 0 
the joys that ſhall be hereafter, 


Oſt true it is, whatſoever labour or 
1 ſorrow we ſuffer in this Life, it is 
H but! 
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but a Aodicum, or for a little while, It is 
the ſaying of St. Auguſtine, This Modicum 
or little while ſeems long urto us, becauſe is 
is ret yet all paſt and gane: But when it ſhall 
come to an end, then ſhal! we perceive and 
underſtand what a little while this Madicum 


ag. The wiſeſt of Men being to ſhew 
che vanity and ſhortneſs ot this prefenc 


Life, though it ſhould be lenzthucd to an 
hundred years, which few Men can reach 


«unto; makes choice ef the moſt minue 
things in the World, whereby to expreſs 


it, and ſer it forth by way of reſemblance, . 


For thus we read expreſly in -Eccle:fraſticns, 


The number of a mans days at the moſt are 
an hundred years, As a arop of water un- 
to the ſea, and a gravel ſtone in compari- 
fon of the ſand ; ſo are a thouſand years to 
the days of Eternity, Eccluſ. 18. 9, 10. Ard 
why then do ye rejoyce in this, ye long- 
lived Men, that they have lived an hundred 
years: All our years are, What are they? 
They are as 4 drop of water unt) the ſea, 
and a gravel flone, in compariſon of the 
ſand. And whar is a little Stone to thoſe 
exceeding high Mountains of Sind? And 
Awhat is a {mall drop of Water to the deep 


and fathomleſs Sea? Such are fifcy, ſixty, 


yea, an hundred years. (Hear this, ye old 
Men.) They are but a Madicum, a very 


little while, but a Minute of time, indeed 
nothing 
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' nothing at all to the days of Eternity. And 


yer tooliſn and Miſerable Men, we are 
overjoyed wich this little Stone, this ſmali 
drop. Our life is indeed a little ftone, but 
no Jewel, no precious Stone; it is made 
of no better matter than Sand. Our lic 
is 4 drop, but not of ſweet and freſh Wa- 
tes; it is ſalt and brackifh as the Sca - Wa- 
ter N. For all his days are ſorrows, and his 
travel grief; yea, his heart taketh no reſt 
in the night : So ſaith the Preacher, Ec. 
cluſ. 2. 23. It is the counſel of St. Au- 
ſtine, Recal to mind, ſaich he, the years 


that are paſt, from Adam to this preſent 


day: Run over all the Scripture; it is bur 
almoſt yeſterday ſince he fell, and was 
thruſt out of Paradiſe. For where are 
thofe times that are paſt? Certainly, if 
thou hadſt lived all the time ſince Adam 
was thruſt our of Paradiſe, even unto this 
preſent, thou wouldit perceive and con- 
teſs, That thy life was not long, which is 
0 ſoon fled away. For what is any Man's 
lite? Add as many years as thcu wilt, 
imagine the longeſt old age. What is it? 
Is it not as a Morning-blaſt ? All this is 
moſt true. I pray you tell me, where is 
Adam now? Where is Cain? Where is long- 
liv'd Jſethuſelab? Where is Nah? Where 
is Sem? Where is Eber? Where is moſt 
ohedient Abraham ? Where is Jacob? 
| H 2 Where 
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where is 7oſeph? They are dead and gone, 
their time is paſt: We may ſay of them, 
Vixerunt, fuerunt Troes; Once they nere, 
now they are not. Thus our li'e paſſeth a- 
way; thus the glory of the Wor!'d paſſeth 
away. O morning dew! O meer vanity 
What is ic that we do fo deſire here? 
Whart ſo long as to be hoped or wiſhed for 
here? Short it is, a Modicum it js, it is 
vile and nothing worth, it is but a ſmall 
point what ſocver thine eve beholderh 
here, Ir is a true ſaying of Gregory the 
Great : The longeſt meaſure cf our life, is 
bur a point; or it is a ſhort line that begins, 
continues, and ends in a point. In à mo- 
ment, in the twinklirg of an eye, 1 Cor, 15, 
52. all things ſhall have an end. I have 
ſeen an end of all perfect ion, but thy command- 
ment is exceeding broad, Plal. 119. 69. 
Why then do we account any time long? 
For that which is paſt, now is no! ; that 
which is to come, yet is not; and what is 


the preſent? The Glats is always running, 


and the Clock never ſtands ſtili; the hour 
paſſcth avay by flying minutes. What is 


Hown by, is paſt and gone; what it yet 


behind, is ſtill to come: But where is the 
time which we uſe to call long? Bernard 
makes often mention of that moſt true 
and excellent ſaying of St. Ferome, (and 


Reader, it is worth obſerving) Ns labour 
ought 
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ought to ſeem long unto us, m time bg, in 
which we are ſeeking after eternal glory. 

And yet though the Lite of Man be but 
very ſhort in compariſon of Eternity, 
there is none of the damned that can juſt- 
ly accuſe God for not granting him a lon- 
per life, They muſt condemn themſelves 
tor not living better. Tuere is no Inquiſition 
in the Grave (laith Syrocides) whether thou 
hiſt lived ten or an hundred, or a thouſand. 
years, Ecclus. 41.4. 

in Hell it js no time to complain of 
ſmortneſs of lite. Every Man hath lived 
long enough, if he hath hved god:y e- 
nouzh, 

Here, Chriſtian Prothcr, 1 will deal 
more boldly and plainly with thee, and lay 
the matter ſo open, that thou ſhall ſee it 
clearly preſented before thine eyes, Thou 
ſayeſt, Thar thou doſt often think upon 
Heaven, and that thou haſt an earneſt and 
longing defire after Eternity. Sayeſt thou | 
ſo? [heir t ce, but ] do not believe thee 
neither would I have rhce believe me, if I 
ſhould fay fo of my feif, For how can it 
be, O good Chriſtian Brother, how can it 
be, that thou or I ſhould think ſo often, 
and ſo ferioully upon Heaven, and have 
fuch a longing deſire (as we fay we have) 
after Eternit), ard yet be fo Jukewarm, 
yea, fton:-cold, in Matters ol Religion? 
H 3 
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fo flow and back vard to that which is 
good, ſo prone and forward to that which 
is evil, ſo ready and willing to all manger 
of wantonneſe, fo queruivus and com- 
plaining, fo flerhful and negitzent : 


Where we ſhould be angry, there are we 


too patient; and where we fhould be pa- 
tient and couragious, there are we ton 
fiint-hearred and pufillanimous. In the 
fice of every lght afflction, our pati-nce 
melts and conſumes away; nay, we are 
ofcen caſt down with a werd, we are 
blown down with the treach of Man's 
Mouth; but never are we more impa— 
tient and deſperate, than when cur wills 
are croſſcd. I might ſpeak here of the 
hot Apoſtems of luſt, whercwich our 
hearts are ofcen inflamed and ſwoln, ard 
Ke wiſo of the devouring Cancer of Envy, 
which ofcen cats into our Breaſts, and makes 
cur Fleſn conſume away; but I paſs chem 
by. 

Notwithſtanding what hath been faid, 
we gocd and godly Mcn, as we profe's 
our ſelves, and would have cthers think 
us to be, are too timorous where we ſhould 
be bold, and too bold where we ſhould 
be timorous. Glory in nothing ma re than 
in this, That we have ofrea in our minds 
the hearty deſires, the jo1s of Eternity. 
Believe ic, it is ct credible, that the 

thoughts 
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thoughts of Heaven and Eternity ſnauld be 
ſo often in our minds as we ſpeak ct, and 
yet mean while that we ſhould live no bec- 
ter than we do. Did I fav, it is not credi- 
b'e? Nay I ſay, ic is impoſſible, And thus“ 
1 ſha'l declare ir. 


The patriarch Facob ſerved his Uncle 


Liban for his Daugncer R-chel feven years, 
And they ſeemed t1 hin a few days for 
the love that he bare to her, Gen. 29. 20. 
Heareſt thou this whotocver thou art thats 
o comphineſt? Thou ſerveſt no apoſtor 
or deceiver as Ln was, but God thy. 
m:k-r, and him that will turely keep his- 
covenant and promiſe, Thou ſerveſt nor 
for a Wiſe, but for the Kingdom of hea-- 
ven; not for the beaury and ſight of 2 

wife, but for the bearifical viſion and Eter- 
nal ſight of God: Nor for the delight and 
pleaſure of a wife, but for cœleſtial and 
Eternal delights and pleaſure*, And yer 
doch the trouble of one winter's day often- 
times ſo caſt thee down, that ſuddenly all 
thy love towards God, and thy defire after 
heaven, begins to wax cold in thee, As 
ſoon as the ſtorm of adverſity begins, thou 
breakeſt forth into moſt bitter complaints; 
thou calleſt Heaven and Eirth to witneſs, . 
thou breatheſt nothing but revenge; yea, 
oftentimes, I believe, thou ſpareſt not 
God himſelf, bur calleſt his Juſtice into 
H. 4. Zueſtion. 
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queſtion, At other times when pleaſure 
wich her fawning allurements hath once 
enticed thee, ſhe doth fo bewitch thee and 
take away thy memory, that thou quite 
forgetteſt ro ſerve God, and ſo runneft 
headlong into the Labyrinth of fin, which 
hath a fair entrance, ar leaſt fc: ming/y, 
but jleadeth thce the next way to deſtructi- 
on. Is this che vigilancy which thou ſo 
much talkeſt of? Is this thy keroical for- 
titude and love of God? How uilt thou 
ſerve God ſeven years, as Jacob did La- 
zun, when (alas!) thou canſt not endure 
the labour and ſorrow cf one ſnhort day? 
Mark 14. 37. 0 Simon, Simon, ſleepeſt thou? 
couldft thou not watch one hour with thy 
Lord and Maſter? but hear further con- 
cerning the Patriarch Facob: He being 
heguiled by his Uncle Laban, who gave 
him blear-cyed Leah inſtead of beautiful 
Rachel, ſerved him yet ſeven years more 
for his Daughter Rachel, whom he dearly 
loved: And no doubt but thoſe ſeven years 
alſo ſeemed unto him but as a few days for 
the exceeding great love that he had unto 
her. And it is very likely that oftentimes 
when he was weary at his work he had an 
eye unto Rachel's beauty, and ſaid thus 
with himſelf, (Surely, for her beauty) 
She is worthy for whom I ſhould ſuffer 


ſeven years hard ſervice; and, if need 
were, 
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were, I wouid not ſtick to ſerve yet ſeven 
years more. Such was the affection that he 
bore unto Rachel, that it made him fcarce 
ſenſible of any labour. 

Heareſt thou this, thou who goeſt for a 
Soldier of Chriſt? Conceiveſt thou this, 
anderſtandeſt thou this? How then canſt 
thou ſtill murmur azainſt God? Thou 
art bid to ſerve God for God's fake, that 
lo thou mayeſt at length enter into God's 
Eternal reſt; Thou art exhorted to tole- 
rance and patience here, that ſo thou 
mayeft be made partaker of immortality 
with the bleſſed hereafter: And yet ſlee p- 
eſt thou, O fluggard? Haſt thou not an 
ear co hear? Art thou ſtill complaining ? 
Do Gut reckon up the years which thou haſt 
[rent in the ſervice of God, and ſee, whether 
thou haft ſerved God faichfully and pain- 
tully twenty years, as Jacob did Laban; 
t am atra'd thou wilt come ſhort in thy 
reckoning: Haſt thou ſerved God ſo ma- 
ny Months? I tell thee, I make queſtion 
of it. Number the nights that chou haſt 
ſpent in watching and praying, recount 
the days which thou haſt ſpent in holy 
exerciſes, and ſee if thou canſt truly ſay 
unto God, as Facob did to Laban, In the 
ary the drought conſumed me, and the froſt by 
night, and my ſleep departed from mine eyes. 
Thus have I been twenty years in thy houſe : I 

H 5 ſerved 
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ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two daugh- 
ters, and fix years for thy cattel ; Gen, 31. 
40, 41, Tell me, Chriſtian Man, haſt 
thou ſerved God thus twenty years ? Thou 
knoweſt thy wages if thou ſerveſt od; 
Not Laban's daughters, nor flocks of ſheep ; 
God himſelf ſhall be the reward of thy 
fervice : Thou ſhalt be bleſſed both in foul 
and body; It thal! be well with thee cn 
every fide; Thou ſhalt enjoy al manner 
of delizhts; great delights without either 
lacking or loithing, and without end, 
Thou ſhalt ſu im in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of pleaſures: And yer (behold) thy hand; 
are {lack to every good work; Thy feet 
are ſlow to go to Church; thy heart con- 
ſumes away with envy, flames with anger 
and revenge, aboundeth with the vermite 
of filthy thoughts, and is quite dead through 
Hothfulnefs and impatie hee. Is this thy 
ferving of God? Is this the way, thinkeſi 
thou, to Heaven, to immortal lite, to Eter-« 
nal bleſſedneſs Surely it is not. Why 
doft thou not rather as Jacob did, when 
chou art weary wich any labcur which 
thou undergoeſt in the ſervice of God, 
when the World gocs ill with thee, when 
adverſity preſſeth thee, proſperity ſeduceth 
thee, and labours burthen thee, liſt up 
thine eyes to Heaven, behold Rachel, who 
is promiſed unto thee, and thus comfort 
up 


— 


? 
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ap thy ſelf, Be not troubled, O my foul* - 
Behold thy Rachel, thy Rachel which is 
in heaven, fair Rachel, comely Rachel; 
Rachel that is all beautiful, not having - 
any one blemiſn about her! Behold hea- 
ven, and the hcuſe of thy Eternal reſt and .- 
pleaſure ! Be content to ſuffer for a while, 
4 little ſorrow, and ſome pains: For thou 
ſnalt ſhortly be where thy Rachel is; and 
there thou ſhalt be the more joyful and 
bleſſed, by how much che more thou art 
here ſorrowful and affficted: There ſhall 
thy reft be the more pleaſant and joyful, _ 
by how -much the more thy lite here is 
heavy and painful. Well then, be of good 
courage, ſhew Chriſtian fortitude and pa- 
tience, Eternity, bleſſed Eternity is more 
worth, infinitely more worth, than all 
that we can do or ſuffer: It thus, O 
Chriſtian brother, thou wouldeſt ani. 
mate and encourage thy ſelf, if with 
ſuch eyes thou wouldſt oftner look up 
ro Heaven, if with ſuch Affection thou 
wouldeſt daily think upon Eternity; be- 
lieve it, all the days of ſervice here on- 
Earch would ſeem but few, for the grear 
love which thou wouldeſt have unco E 
zternity; Thou wouldeſt count all la- 
bour eaſie, all troubles welcome, all 
lofles gain, This I will fay, and —_ | 
Wien 
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with J will conclude, The more à Man 
thinks upon the Efernity of the World 
to come, the more care he will take | 
here to lead 2 godly life in this preſent 


World, | | 
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Adore loft Eternitie,Chriſt regained it: 


THE SEVENTH 


CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY. 


. 


How Chriſlians uſe to paint Eternity. 


E that is to go through an Houſe 
in the dark muſt go warily and 


leiſurely, ſtep after ſtep, and 
he muſt grope for the Wall. If Man's Un- 
derſtanding will be prying into Efernity, 
if he thinks here in this life to enter into 
it, he is much deceived: The way is dark 
and full of difficulties, He may hurt him- 
feif by the way, but he ſhall never here 
attain unto ir. The way thither is but 
(hort indeed: But when a Man is once in, 
there is no coming out again. And yet 
though no mortal man can ſo conceive of 
Eternity, that he can certainly ſay what it 
is, norwittiftanding the infiniteneſs there- 
of is ſhadowed our by certain Pictures and 
Reſemblances, in ſuch manner that every 
Man may have a glimpſe of it, Whatlo. 
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ever we ſpeak or write concerning Eter- 
nity, howſoe ver we fer it out in colours; 
all is but a ſhadow, yea a ſhadow of ſha- 
dows: No Orator in the World can with 
all his Rhetorick, ſufficiently expreſs it; 
No Limner with all his curious Art and 
Skill can ſet it forth to the liſe. If all 


times that ever were and ever ſhall be 
ſhould be put together, they would infi- 
nitely come ſhort of Eternity: The lati- 


tude thereof is not to be meaſured, neither 
by hours, nor days, nor weeks, nor months 
nor years, nor Luſtra's, nor Olympiad's, 
nor Indictions, nor Fubilees, nor Ages, nor 
Plato's years, nor by the moſt ſlow mo- 
tions of the Eight Sphere, though theſe 
were multiplied by a thouſand, or mil- 
hon, or the greateſt multiplier or Number 
numbering that can be imagined. Neither 
can it be meaſured by any Number num- 
bred, as by the Stars of Heaven, the Sands 
of the Sea, the Graſs of the Field, the 
Drops of the River, and ſuch like. The 

number of Eternity is paſt finding out. 
The Sailers uſe to ſound the depth of 
the Sea by a Plummer and a Line: Let us 
alſo ler down the Plummet and Line of 
our humble and reverent cogitations, to 
ſound the depth of Eternity, which yet is 
paſt finding out, Bur if we will go by 
this (ap, if we will ſail by this Card, if - 
We 
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we will view well this Pidure, we ſhall 
ome much nearer finding it, than other- 
wife we ſhould. 

Chriſt as a Child, taken as it were from 
the Manger and che Cradle, almoſt quite 
naked, and without cloaths, flands in the 
cod: On his ſhlders he bears a Croſs: 
In the clouds there is this Inſcription E- 
FERNITY: Beneath Chriſi's feet, down 
upon the Earth there is the Skeleton of a 
Man, or nothing but the Bones of a Man 
without Hair or Skin, only he hath a Beard 
to be known by: In his left hand he holdeth 
2 piece of Parchment, in which 
theſe words are written, Aen. Gregor, 
taneum quod delectat: That which 
delighteth is momentany In his right hand 
he holdeth up an Apple. Near unto him 
there ſtandeth a Raven pecking a ſhell. 
fiſn, with this ſubſcription, Cras, Cras, 
To norrow, To morrow, The earth opens 
her mouth, and flames of fire break farth 
and tend alofr, in which theſe 
Words are written, #ternum Gregor. 
quod cruciat, That which tormen- 
tet h is Eternal, Chriſt coming down from 
the Clouds, Two adore with bended knees of 
divers Sex, in the place of all Mankind. Be- 
bind them there is à running Hour Glaſs, 
or a Dial meaſuring hours by the running 
of water, called a Clephdra; and a Le 
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lying wide open. On one Page there is 
written, They ſpend their deys in mirth, and 
in a moment go down to the grave, Job- 21. 
13. On the other Page, Wh» ſpall deliver 
me from the body of this death * Rom. 7. 24. 
Before them ſtand Two heavenly Argels, 
which embrace them with their Arms; 
and pointing at Chriſt bid them lift up 
their Eyes unto him. This is the Pielurc: 


The meaning ſolloweth. 


hs. 


CHAP. . 
Chrift Invitirg. 


God came into this World, clad 
vith no other Garment than we, that is, 
ſtark naked. The Garment cf immorta- 
liry and innocency we it by Adam's dif. 
obedience. And row (alas) how miſe- 
rably arrayed do we come into this World? 
Chriſt together with us, yea for us, fuf- 
fereth puniſhment, and yer was not guilty 
of any fin, But what meaneth this Croſs 
upon the Shoulders of the Son of God? It 
is a Ped on which he ſlept in death, Golgo- 
tha was his Chamber. The Thorns his Pil- 
low, and the Croſs his Bed. Which ma- 


| on the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
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ny religious Men of ſormer times well con- 


ſider ing 
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ſidering with themſclves, have voluntarily 
and fret ly choſen to lie hard and take lit- 
tle reſt, that at the day of Reſurrection 
they might rife joyfully to reſt Eternal. 
Some, as we may read, have made the 
Earth their Mattreſs, Sackeloth their 
Sheer, and a Stone their Boulſter. And 
many there are that do fo ſtill to this 
day. But I leave them, and return to 
Chriſt, He ſuffered death, even that moſt 
bitter and ſnameful death of the Croſs. To 
what end? That he might ſave us from 
death Eternal. Dye we muſt all of us; 
but our death is but ſnort. In a moment, 
in the twinklins of an eye the Soul is ſnat- 
ched from the Body, and this is all that 
which we call Death. But it is not fo. 
rh them in Hell; Their torments far 
exceed all the forrows and panes of death, 
nor only becauſe they are more grievous. 
tor their quality, bur alſo becauſe they are 
of longer continuance beyond all compari- 
lon; for they are Eternal, So then their 
torments are, always to be tormented ; and 
their death, to dye always, And from 
this death hath Chriſt the Son of God de- 
livered us; the Child that we ſee deſcrib- 
ed walking amidſt the Clouds, Under his 
Feet is a bare Sceleton, or the bare Bones 
of a Man, which by all figns we may gather 
to be our fore- father Adam's. Hearken 
Fe... 
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ye Children, and ye Childrens Children, 
hearken unto. the words of your Fore-ta- 
ther Adam thus ſpeaking unto you, 


— — 


— 


II. 


Adam lamenting. 


My Children, happy then indeed, 

if your Forc-farher had known his 

own happineſs, but now miſcrable, and 
that even in this, becauſe mine. By me 
were you deſtroyed before you were be- 
gotten; by me were you damned before 
ou were brought forth, I fain would 
as God, and by that means I am left 
ſcarce a Man. Before you could perith, 
you all periſhed in me. I my ſelf do not 
know, whether you may better call me a 
Father, or a Tyrant, and a Murderer. 
cannot wonder or complain juſtly that 
ou are ſo vicious and ſo finful; for you 
earned it of me. I am ſorry that you 
are ſo diſobedient; but this you learned 
alſo of me. I was firſt diſobedient un- 
to God that made me. The Angeis 1n 
Heaven bluſn and are aſhamed ro fee 
your Glutrony and Intemperance; bur 
this is your Father's faulr. Your Pride hath 


made you odious and deteſtable before 
God; 
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God; but this Monſter firſt conquered 
and triumphed over me, and ſo Pride be- 
came more proud than ſhe was before. 
This is che 1nhericance you receive from 
me, nothing elſe but an heap of miſeries. 
God indeed of his free good Will gave un- 
to me by a ſure promiſe Heaven for an 
Inheritance, and inrailed it upon you: 
But I have undone you all, cut off che In- 
tail, and prodigally made away all for 
one bit. I valued my Wife and an Ap- 
pie more than you all, more than Heaven, 
more than God, A curſed and unhappy 
Dinner, for which I deſerved to Sup in 
Bell many thouſand years after. I lived 
in Paradiſe, a Garden full of all delighr 
and pleaſure beyond imagination: God 
gave me the free uſe of all things therein, 
only the fruit of one Tree was forbidden 
me. I was Lord of all the Creatures, 1 
was wiſe and beautiful, ſtrong and luſty. 
{ abounded with all manner of delights. 
The Air was then as temperate as could 
he defired; the Clouds were clad in 
bright blue : The Heaven ſmiled upon us; 
the Sun did ſhine ſo pure, that nothing 
-2uld be more, All things ſeemed to 
gratifie us ar our new Marriage. Our eyes 
could. b:hold nothing but that which was 
flouriſning and pleaſing to them. Our 
Ears were continually filled with _— 


me. 
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the Birds thoſe nimble Chorifters of the 


Air ever warbling out their pleafant Dit- 
ties, The Earth of it ſelf brought forth 


odoriferous Cinnamon and Saffron, I 


was compaſſed about with pleaſures on 


every fide. I lived free and remore from 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labour, ſickneſs, and 


death. I ſeemed to be a God upon Earth. 
The Anpels in Heaven rejoyced to fee my 
happineſs; there was none that did envy 
me, but my ſelf, but becauſe I obeyed not 
me voice of God, all theſe evils fell upon 


I was driven out of Paradiſe, baniſhed 


from the fizhr of God, and for ſhame I 


hid my Face. Labour, ſorrow, mourning, 


fears, tears, calamitics, a thouſand miſe- 


ries ſeiſed upon me, and quite wearied 
me out: You feel it, as many as are of 


-my Family ; and that which ſeemeth to be 


the end of all temporal miſery and ſor- 
row, is oftencimes chegpeginning of Eter- 
nal. 

O my Children, jearn by your own 
woful experience, learn by your own loſs 
and mine; learn, I ſay, to be wiſe at 
length. I will give you but one Leſſon, 
and it is bur in three words, which you 
ſhall do well to learn by heart, and that 
is, To hate ſin. Behold ! Do you not ſee 


a grievous flame breaking out hard by 
me 
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me? It hath burnt ever fince fin firſt 
entred into the World, and ſhall never be 
put our, All other puniſhments are but 
light, and ſhall ſhortly have an end; but 
the damned ſhall be cormented in this 
flame, for ever and ever. Now, if we 
will, we may eſcape it. Heaven is ſet 
open to all; but there is no coming to it, 
but by the way of Repentance, and the 
gate of the Croſs. He that walketh in 
chis way, and entreth in at this Gate, may 
he certain of his Salvation, and eternal 
by in the Kingdom of Heaven, where he 
ſhall have an everlaſting habitation. This 
is the counſel of Adam to his Children, I 
ſay it is Adam's counſel, 
Who falling once, did make his children all 
Both guilty of his puniſhment and fall, 


CHAP. HE” 
The Ravens croaking. 


Ear unto the Sceleten of the Proto- 
plaſt, or the bare Bones of the firſt 
Man that God made, is the Raven's place 
in the Picture, which maketh very much 
tor the repreſentation of Eternity to the 
lite, It is a wel-knowu ſaying of Saint 
Auęuſtine, Cras, Cras, that is, To morrow, 
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Fo morrow, is the woice of the Raven : 
Mourn therefore like a Dove, and beat thy 
breaſt. The chiefeſt cauſe, that 1 conceive, 
why moſt Men loſe their part and portion 
of Bleſſed Eternity, is, becauſe they ſeek 
it not Jo day, but defer the ſeeking of it 


till To morrow., For * hat is more frequent 


or ordinary, than putting off repentance 
till To marrow, To morrow, which God 
doth know we are uncertain, whether we 
ſhall live to ſee or nor. But that we may 
not ſeem to put it off without ſome fair 
pretence, we make many fair promiſes un- 


to God. 


Iwill To morrow, that T1 will, 
J will be ſure to do it; 
To morrow comes, To morrow ges; 
And ſtill thou art to do it. 
Thus ſtill repentance is deferr d 
From one day to another : 
Until the day of Death is come, 
And Judgment is the other. 


But the day of promiſe is ſo long acom- 
ing, that the day of Death often prevent- 
eth it, and we are ſuddenly ſnarch'd away, 
and {wallowed up of Eternit), and ſo 
plunged into the gult; miſerable Men 
that we are, into the gulf of everlaſting 


horror and deſpair. This is it that undo 
et 
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ech many faith S. Auguſtine; whileſt 
they cry, Cras, Cras, To morrew, To 
morrow, the gate is ſuddenly ſhut againſt 
them. Therefore the Son of Sirach often 
calleth upon us to this purpoſe, Make na 
rarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not 
of from day to day: For ſudaenly ſhall the 
wrath of God come forth, and in thy ſecu- 
rity thou fhalt be deſtrohed, and periſh in 
the day of vengeance, Eccluſ. 5. 7. It was 


truly ſaid of Seneca that Roman Philoſo- 


pher, A great part of our life we ſpend in 
doing ill; the greateſt part in doing no- 
thing, but all in doing another thing, ra- 
ther than that we ſhould. Not unlike to- 
Archimedes, who when Syracuſe was taken, 
was ſitting ſecure at home, and drawing 
Circles with his Compaſs in the Duſt. For 
do we not fee moſt Men, when the Erer- 
dal Salvation of their Souls is in queſtion, 
handling their Duſt, and ſtretching chem» 
ſelves to their furtheſt compaſs, ſer upon 
the Tenter-hooks, as it were, and di- 
ſtracted with Law-ſuirs, Money-matters, 
worldly buſineſſes, and labours that ſhall 
nothing profit chem at the laſt? Eternity 
'5 a thing they never once think of, or elſe 
very ſeldom, and then but ſlightly for a 
inatch and away, as Dogs are faid to lap 
at Nilus; Martha, Martha, thou art care- 


ful and treulled about many things, but one 
U 


thing 
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thing is needful, Luke 10. 41. and that is 
Beotitude or Bleſſeane/s : Not that on 
Eirth, which ſuch as it is, is vec but 
Mort; but that in Heaven, which is Eter- 
Nadi. 

Before we take any buſineſs in hand, 
we commonly examine it at this well- 
known rule, faying, Is it worth my pains, 
Shall I get my Bread by it-? Should not a 
: Chriſtian- Man rather in the beginning of 
every work, fic down and ſay with himſelt, 
Shall I gain Heaven by it? Will it any 


thing further me in the way to Bleſſed Eter- 


nity * We do not love to troub'e our heads 
with ſuch Queries as theſe; we put off the 
hearing of them till another time; we 
do adjourn it from one time to another, 
and another, and ſtill ancther; and at 
che laſt day of the Term, we will grant 2 
hearing. Fooliſn men; When at laſt we 
are not able to labor, chen we firſt begin 
to think of labor. When we muſt needs 
-depart our of this World, then we begin 
to think upon another World, W. hen? we 
can live no longer here, then we begin to 
think of the life to come hercatier, When 
the haur-glaſs ef our ſhort time is run 
out, then we begin to think of Eternity. 
When there is no time left for repentance, 
chen preſentiy we will repent. When the 


Gare is ſnut, then we knock, Eut this is 
the 


—— 0 _— Aww nnn 
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the fault of all finners in general, til] to 
deſer their repentance from day to day. 
Every finner is ready to ay, (faith S. 4- 
guſtine) I cannot now, I will another time, 
Alas! Alas! If another time, why not now 2 
Dionyſus, King of Sicily, diſrobing 


| Apillo of his Cloth of God, ſaid thus, 


Nec -eftati nec Memi veſtis hec convenit. It 
is a wear neither fit Fr Winter nor Summer, 
In Summer ic is too heavy, and in Winter 
it is too cold. So do many (ſaich St. Am- 
broſe) play with God, and deceive their 
owa Souls, They ſay, Let a young Man 


live according to. the faſhion of the 
World; ler him drink and dance; Let 


him go to the Hor ſe-race, and to the 
Wreſtlers; let him go a courſing in the 
fie ds with his companions. It is for old 


men to ſtay at home, and not to ſtir a- 


broad, unleſs it be to Church. This is 
too melancholy a life for a young Man, 
Bur when they grow old, what do they 
then; Then are they old and fickly, weak 
ard feeble: You muſt not look for theſe 
things of them at that age; their ſtrength 
will not permit: It is not with them as 
formerly it hath been; you muſt give 
them leave to take their eſe; let them 


have a care of their health: This is all 


they have to do. 
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Thus we let the Summer and Winter of 
our age paſs away, and never once think 
of the Eternal Spring, But let us remem- 
her our ſelves, and as we have opportunity 
let us do god, Gal. 6. 10. But let not our 
long be any more, with the Black Raven, 
Cras, Cras, To tnirrow, To morrow, and 
lo let, To day, and To myrrow, and the 


next, and ſo our whole lite paſs away, and 
Eternity overtake us before we are aware. 


To morrew is not, To day only is curs. So 
aich S. Fames, Go to new, ye that ſay, To 
day, or to msrrow, we will gointo ſuch a City, 
and continue there a year, and buy and /ell, 
and get gain; whereas ye know not what 
ſhall be on the morrow. For what is our life? 
I is even a vapour that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vaniſheth away, am. 4. 13. 
It was a very good anſwer that Meſſodamys 
gave one, inviting him to a feaſt the next 
day, (as it is reported by Guido Bituri- 


cenſis) My friend, ſaith he, why doſt 


thou invite me againſt to mrrow? I durſt 
not for theſe many years ſecure my ſelf, 
that I ſhould live one day; for I have ex- 
pected death every hour, No man is ſuf- 


ficiently armed againſt death, unleſs he 


be always prepared to entertain it. What 
is it elſe, but raſnneſs and folly, folly and 
madne ſs, and indeed meer contempt of 
£territy, tor a Man to lie down in cafe 

upon 


upon Eternity. T 
upon a Feather - bed, to ſleep ſecute, ſnort 
ing and ſnorcing, and to lodge an enemy, 
a deadly Enemy, all the while, fin, in his- 
very boſom? Sudden Deaths are very 
common and ordinary amongſt us. How 
many have we heard of, that went to Bed 
well over night, for ought any Man could 
tell, and were found dead in the Morning! 
I will not ſay carried away out of their 
Beds, and caſt in a Hellfire; whether it 
be ſo or no, God knoweth. Have we not 
feen and kno n ſome that have been ſud- 
denly ſtruck, faln fick, and died in the. 
ſpace of an hour? Wirkin an hour, yea- 
leis than an hour und and ſick, quick 
and dead? And yer do we (raih and tool-- 
iſn men) procraſtmate it from day to day 
(chat is nothinę) from year to year do we 
defer our repentance, and the amendment 
of our lives; and dearth mean time un- 
expected ſeiſeth upon us, and delivereth 
us up unto Eternity. S. Auguſtine, cor- 
recting in himſelf ſuch lingring and dan? 
gerous delay, ſuch lenitude- and back- 
wardneſs of mind and will ro repent, ſaith 
thus, I felt and found hm I was held in- 
tangled, and I wutiere4 ſuch lamentable com- 
plaints as theſe Quamdiu, quamdiu, Cras 
& Cras? Quare non hæc hora finis tur- 
pitudinis mez? How long ſhall ] defer, 
and fill cry, To morrow, To morrow ? 

I'3. Why : 
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Why ao I not now begin, even this very pre- 
fent hour? Why do J not breab off my ſinful 
caurſe, and begin to live better? Thus TI 
(pake and fell a weeping for very contrition of 
heart. 

Anthony the Great (as S. Ferome wit- 
neſſeth) when he uſed exhortations to the 
people ro ſtir them up to godiine's and 
vertue, was wont to wiſh them always to 
keep in mind, and.ofren meditate upon 
that ſaying of the Apoſtle, Sol non occidat 
ſuper iracundiam veſtram. Let not the Sun 
go down upon your wrath, And this prohi- 
dition he did nor reſtrain to wrath only, bur 
made it general: Let not the Sun go down 
upon your wrath, hatred, majice, envy, 
luſt, or any other fin, left ir de part from 
ou as a witneſs againſt you. 

John, Patriarch of Alexandria, had a 
certain controverſie with ore Nicetas, 4 
chief Man of that City. The matter was 
to be tried at Law, ohn was for the poor, 
Nicetas for his money. But for peace · ſake 
there as a private meeting and hearing 
appointẽd to ſee if they could come to 
ſome compoſition and agreement. They 
met, they ſell ro words, they were hot at 
it, a great deal of choler and ſtomack 
was ſnown on both parts, neither would 
yield a jor, neither would depart an inch 


from his tight. A great conflict there = 
| be- 
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between them, many hours ſpent to little 
purpoſe; They were further off from A 
vreement, at length, than before; fur” 
neither would yield to Conditions pro- 
pounded by either. Well, it grew late, 
they d-parced more offence] and diſplea- 
{ed one with another, than befure, and 
ſo left the ſuit pendent. NMicetas thought 
it a hard caſe to part with [is money, and 
the Patriarch ſ emed to be in the right, 
and to ſtand cut in the Cauſe of God, and 
the Poor. Bur ver when Nicetas was gone, 
the good Biſhop weighed the matter bet- 
tet with himſelf, and condemned himſelf 
tor . is pertinacy , and rhough he was in © 
good Cauſe, and krew it alſo, yer ſaid, 
Can I think that God will be well pleaſed 
with this implacable wrath, and wilful 
ſtubbornneſs? The night draweth on: 
And ſhall I ſuffer the Sun to go down up- 
on my wrath? That is impicus, and not 
according to the counſel of the Apoſtle. 
$5 the good Prelate could not be at reſt 
till he had ſent unto Nicetas: F e out 
of hand ſent Neflengers of gag eſteem, 
and gave them this charge, mat they 
ſhou'd ſay no more to him but only this, 
Domine, Sol ad necaſum eil, that is, Sir, 
the Sun is ging down. Upon the hearing 
of which meſſage, there was ſuch a ſudden 
altcration wrovght in Nicetas, that his 


. 14. high 
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high ſtomach came down preiently, he 
began to melt, his eyes did ſtand full ſwoin - 
with tcars, and he had much ado to keep 
them in. Out of doors he ran preſentiy 
after the Meſſengers (for he made haſte 
to ſpeak with the Patriarch) and coming 
to him in humble manner, falutcd him 
thus, Holy Father, I will le ruled by you 
in this; or in any other matter. Whereupon 
the Patriarch made him very veicome ; 
lo they embraced each other very loving- 
iy, and became good friends, Great ſure- 
iy was the vertue. and ipeedy was the ope- 
ration of theſe few words, . The Sun is ga- 
ing down: For preſently upon the hearing 
thereof, a peace was concluded bet wixt 
them, which was tought for before wich 
multicude of wards, but could not be ct- 
fected. So do thou, whoſoever thou art 
that knoweft thy felt guilty of any grie- 
vous fin, if net before, towards the even- 
ing, at leaſt call co mind choſe cperartive 
words, The Sun is going dann. For what 
KNOT een. wherher chou ſhalt riſe again 
with the Sun, or no? And if thou dieſt in 
the nigh, wihour Repentance, it is a 
queſtion in which Eternity thou ſnalt have 
thy part, whether of che blefied, or of 
the curſed, Wherefore do what thou haſt 
to do quickly, The Sun is going down, But 
haye a care it go not down upon thy luſt 

or 
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or luxury, envy or blaſphemy, detraction 
or thefr, or upon any other grievous fin 
unrepented of. Good God! What 3 
thing is this? If there be but a ſtain in a 
garment, a ſpor in the face, a blot ina 
cap, we preſently uſe ſome means to take 
it out, or waſh it off. Are theſe ſuch eye- 
ſores to us? And yet are we ſo blind 
within, that we cannot ſee our manifold 
corruptions and pollutions? Or do we ſee 
and ſuffer them? Can we ſuffer them, 
and not to be troubled at them? Are we 
troubled and yer ſeek no means to expiate 
and purge them out? When we are pol- 
lured at any time with the ſtain of fin, we 
ſhould labour preſently to take it out; the 
ſooner it is done, the better and the eaſier 
it is. Therefore ſaith S. Ambroſe, We 
ought to be carefnl to repent : But that is 
not all, our repentance muſt be alſo 
ſpeedy, for fear leſt the Heavenly Huſ- 
bandman in the Goſpel, that planted a a 
Fig- tree in his Vineyard, come and ſeek 
tor fruit, and finding none, ſay uf, the 
Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Cut it Mn. If 
the ſentence be once paſt, there is no a- 
voiding the fatal blow; down it muſt. 
It therefore we find our ſelves once 
wounded with fin, ler us look for help in 
time, The brute beaſts which have no 
underſtanding, will reach us ſo much 
1s pro- 


* 
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providence, The harts of Candy or Crete, 
as ſoon as they are ſtruck, run Ry 
to their DiFamnum or Ditrany : The Swal- 
lows, to cure the blindneſs of-cheir young 
ones eyes, flie to fetch their Chelidonium or 
Celandine: The Dog, when he is ſick, 
maketh haſte ro his Graſs, to give him a 
vomit: The Toad fighting with the Spi- 
der, as ſoon as ſhe fecleth her ſelf begin to 
fell, crawleth to her Plantane, and ſo is 
. recovered. 

Theſe by a natural inflinft, know their 
own proper Medicines, and upon ail oc- 
eaſions, preſently make recourſe unto 
them. But we poor miſerable Men, more 
unreaſonable, and without underſtanding, 
than the Beaſts, are wounded every day, 
and that many times deadly; and yet not- 
withſtanding we ſeck for no Medicine to 
eure our Spiritual Diſeaſes. We uſe the 
Ame Diet we were wont to do; we talk 
as freely and merrily as ever we did; we 
go to Bed at our accuſtomed hour, and 


fleegeording to our old compalſ*. Bur 
bene is the Phyſick char ęceth 
28ainft dur ſtomachs. Contrition cutteth 
us to the heart, Confeſſion feemerh bicter 
in our mouths: We chuſe rather to con- 
einue fick, then to be cured. This is our 
miſerable condition; fo fooliſh are we, 
and void of underſtanding, either nor 

knowing 
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knowing, or at leaſt, not imbracing 
that which would make for our Eternal 
g00d, 
If we would give car unto the counſel - 
of the Heavenly Angels, which ſeem in 
the Picture according to their deſcription, 
to give direction unto us, and are indeed 
+ appointed by God, as Miniſtring Spirits 
for our Good; If we would, I fay, give 
ear unto cheir counſel, then certainly ve 
ſhould neither ſuffer our eyes to ſleep, nor 
our eye-lids to ſlumber, neither the tem- 
ples of our Heads, to take any reſt, until 
out peace and reconciliation were made 
wich God. They put us ſtill in mind thar 
our day is almoſt ſpent, that the night 
draus on, that our glaſs is near running out, 
that death is at hand, and after death co- 
meth judgment: But we ſecurely walk on in 
our old way. Let the day ſpend, let the night - 
draw on, let the glaſs run out; come death, 
follow judgment; We are not troubled at 
ir, we care not, we regard not, no warn- 
in of the Angels will ſerve our turp. 


We ſweetly ſleep, and never dream of this, 
Unh.xppy Man whoſoever thou art / 


—Portes hoc ſub caſu ducere ſomnos? 
And canſt thou ſleep in ſuch a caſe as this 


Canſt . 
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Canſt thou go to Bed, wich a Conſct- 
ence thus laden with fin? Canſt thou take 
any reſt when thou lieſt in danger of Eter- 
nal death ? Canſt thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the Brother of Death, and en- 
ter ſleep into thy boſom? I can, I tell 
thee, that I can, and find no harm at all 
by ir. Be not too confident; that may 
happen in the ſpace of one hour, which 
hath not happened in at houſand. Thou 
art nor paſt danger; for conſider with thy 
felt how long thou haſt to live. There is 
no great diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 
Deach, Hell and Eternity. It is gone in a 
breath. Thou mayeſt moſt truly ſay e- 
very hour, 1 am within one degree of 
Death, within one foot, yea, within one 
inch. Death need not to ſpend all his Qui- 
vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head of 


one Arrow fhall wound thee to the heart, 


and make ſuch a latge orifice, that blood 
and ſpirits, and life and all, ſhall ſud- 
denly run out together. Either thou liveſt 
in a malignant and corrupt Air, or 
elſe rfrou art troubled with diſtillations, 
falling down from thy Head upon thy 
Lungs, or elſe there is ſome obſtruction in 
rhe Veins, or in the Liver, or elſe the 
Vital Spirits are ſuffocated, or elſe the 
Pulſation of the Arteries is inter- 


cepted, or elſe the Anima} Spirits run 
back 
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back to their Head, and there are either 
frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
way or other thou poſteſt to the end of 
thy ſhort race; and preſently thou art 
hut a dead Man, carried away to Eternity 
in the turning of a hand, before thou 
couldſt imagine or think upon it. There 
are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to his 
end: I do not ſpeak of ingring Deaths, 
before which there goes ſome warning, 
bur of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 
arreſt us, and carry us away all in a mo- 
ment. He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
paredly. Death is not ſudden, if it be 
foreſeen and always expeRted. That is 
ſadden Death which was unpremitated ; 
and unpremitated death is the worſt 
of all deaths: And from ſuch ſudden 
death, Grod Lord deliver us. It is good 
counſel for every one, let him be of what 
age he will, for no age is priviledged 
more than another: Death hath a gene- 
cal commiſſion which extends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, ages, there is none exempt. 
It is good counſel then, I fay, for every 
ore at all times, and in all places, and in 
all companies, to expect death, and to 
think every day, yea, every hour to be his 
laſt : Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
he ſhall nor die ſuddenly. 


How 
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How many Men have we heard of; 
whoſe light hath ſuddenly been put out, 
and life taken away, either by a Fall, or 
the Halter, or Poyſon, or Sword, or Fire, 
or Water, or Lions paws, or Boars tusks, 
or Horſe heels, and a thouſand more ways 
than t:eſe! As many Senſes as we have, 
(that number is nothing.) As many parts 
and members as we have, (and yet that is 
nothing.) As many pores as there be in 
all the parts of our Body put together, fo 


many windows are there for death to creep 


in at, to ſtcal upon us, and ſuddenly cut 
our throats, Thou waſt born (faith Saint 
Auguſtine) that is ſure: Fir thou ſhalt ſure- 
ly die. And in this that thy death is cer- 
tain, the day alſo of thy death is uncertain. 
None of us knows how near he draws un- 
to his end: I know not (faich Job, chap, 
32, 12.) how long I ſhall live, and how 
foon my Maker may take me away; or (as 
our Tranſlation hath ir) I know not to give 
fluttering titles; in ſo doing, my Maker 
would ſoon take me away. In the midſt of 
our li fè, we are near unto death: For we 
always carry it in our boſom ; and who can 
tell, whether he ſha!! live till the evening 
or no? This murderer and man-ſtcaler 
(for ſo I call Death) hath a thouſand ways 
to hurt us, as by thunder and lightning, 
ſtorms and tempeſt, fire and water, (5c. 

| | In- 
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inftraments of miſchief he hath of all 
ſorts, as Guns, Bows, Arrows, Slings, 
Spears, Darts, Swords, and what nor? 
We need nor be beholding to former ages 
for examples of ſudden deaths. Alack! 
we have too many in our own days. Have 
not we our ſelves known many, that laying 
themſelves down to ſleep, have fallen in 
ſuch a dead ſleep, that they are not to be 
aiwaked again, till they fhall hear the 
found of the Trumpet at the laſt day? 
Death doth not always ſend his Heralds 
and Summoners before, to tell us of his 
coming, but often ſteals upon us unex- 
pected; and as he finds us, ſo he takes us, 
whether prepared or unprepared. Watch 
therefore; for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour, Math. 25. 13. There is a kind of 
Repenrance indeed in Hell: But neither 
is it true, neither will ic profit any thing 
at all, For it is joyned with everlaſting, 
and tormenting horror and deſpair. Now, 
now is the acceptable time of Repent- 
ance, mw whileſt it is called to day. Heb. 
2. 13. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance, Matth. 3. 8. The night com- 
th when no man can work, Joh. 9. 4. Work 
therefore while it is day. The day, faith 
Origen, is the time of this life; which 
may ſeem long unto us, but indeed is very 
ſnort, if it be compared wich — 


1 
of 
7 
7 1 
1 
7 
TE 
\ : 
FAC 
1 5 
f 5 
\ 
: oy 


182 The ſeventh Conſideration 


And after this ſhort day of this preſent life, 
there follows, the day of Eternity, which 
is infinite long, and hath no night to come 
after it. 

O Man, whoſoever thou art, think upon 
theſe things; but thou eſpecially, whoſo- 
ever findeſt thy ſelf guilty of any grievous 
fin. Repent and amend, remember Eter- 
nity, and think upon the day of Death. It 
is uncertain in what place Death will expect 
thee; do thou therefore expect Death in 
every place. As the Lord ſhall find thee 
when he calls for thee, ſo ſhall he alſo paſs 


ſentence upon thee. . 
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Whatever thou takeſt in hand— | 
doe am, Fcclus: 7.36. 
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CHUSE | 
To think upon Eternitie and not to 

amend ons maler, is to bid heaven 
are well and to joyn hands with hell - 
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— AT 


THE EIGHTH 
CONSIDERATION. 
Upon 
ETERNITY. 


=" 


im Chriſtians ought not only to look upon 
the Emblems and Pictures of Eternity, 
but come home and look within themſelves, 
and ſeriouſly meditate upon the thing it 
ſelf 


Rder requires now, that leaving 
the Pſalmiſt, and the reſt, who 


have deſcribed unto us. Eternity, 
ve thould deſcend into our ſelves, keepat 
home, and ſtay within. He is a great w 
from home, from himſelf, and from his 
own ſalvation, whoſoever hath an eye ro 
that only which is tranſitory, and forget- 
teth that which is Eternal. | 
The Lawyers know well enough that 4 
Man will not let go his right and title, 
though ir be but in a matter of three- 
half-pence, if it be a perpetuity, and to 
be yearly paid for ever. Yea, it is thoughe 
| 4 
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a great Rent, if a Man be bound to pay- 
though but three farthings yearly, to his 
Lind-lord, as long as the World endures. 
In ſuch eſteem are perpetuities, though 
in things little worth, though but three 
Pepper. corn: If thou art fo ſolicitous 
and eager in purſuing the right df three- 
half-pence, how comes it co paſs, 0 
Man, that thou art ſo negligent and care- 
leſs in ſeeking after the Inheritance of an 
Eternal Kingdom, which may be had at a 
few years purchaſe? Thou falleſt out with 
thy Brother for three-half-pence, thou 
goeſt ro Law with him, thou makeſt it a 
long ſuit: In the mean time, thou ſuffer- 
eſt others to carry away the Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven? What is the 
reaſon? Is it ſo little worth? Is it not 
worth looking after 2 It ſeems thou think- 
eſt ſo, or elſe thou would labor for it more 
than thou doſt. Thou art much cumbred 
about other things; thou thinkeſt all pains 
little enough; thou art never weary of 
ſecking after them : Bur as for Eternity, 
that thou thinkeſt to be a-great way off, 
and therefore thou art ſcarce ever at lei- 
ſure ſo much as once to think upon it; 
or, if thou art any time at leiſute, then 
thou haſt no mind to it. O! It is 4 
grievous thing, and very weariſome to be 
always looking after that which get is = 
| . 
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here ever throughly to be looked into. Who 


would trouble his head, and weary his 


mind about it? We are all for the preſent. 


Give us preſent poſſeſſion; that is the 
thing we deſire, that is the thing we de- 
light in: There is ſome content in 
that. 

See our folly and want of diſcretion. 
What blindneſs is this, or rather is it not 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
is, and where it is, never look to for it? 
in a buſineſs concerning our temporal and 
uncertain riches, we love to be certain, 
we will have good ſecurity, which yet, at 
the beſt, is very uncertain. But concern- 
ing Eternal and certain riches, we make 
our ſelves ſo certain, that we look for no 
aſſurance ; we are ſo ſecure, that we look 
for no ſecurity, which yet, it we would, 
we might have as good as could be deſired: 
Does any Man lend Money without a Bill, 
or a Bond, or 4 Pledge? Every Man hath 
this preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
certain; I defire good fecurity; I will 
20 ſafely to work; I will not put the mat- 
ter to hazard. Things preſent and cer- 
tuin, when we hold the balance, always 
weigh down things future and uncertain, 


Better, lay we, (as the Proverd goes) is 


die Bird in the hand, than ts in the buſh. 
Ard, I hid rather fee a Wren in a Cage, 
than 
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' than an Eagle in the Clouds, We are of 
Plautus his mind, we carry our eyes in our 
hands, and believe no more than we ſee, 
What fond and fooliſh Men are we, that 
ſeek for certainty of ſuch things as are 
moſt uncertain, which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves moſt ſure of 
them, which make themſelves wings and 
lie away, whileſt we think we have them 
faſt enough in our hands! But, be it 
known unto all Chriſtian people, what 


aſſurance and ſecurity Chriſt, the King of 
Heaven will give: What aſſurance, I 


fay, of Eternal Life, Chriſt will give un- 


to all thoſe that will enter Bond for per- 
formance of Covenants, If thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments. 
Matth. 19. 17. Si vis ad vitam ingredi, ſer- 
va mandata. The Condition of this Ob- 
ligation is ſuch, That if thou keepeſt the 
Commandments, thou ſhalt enter into 
life, Life Erernal: But if thou breakeſt 
the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breakeſt them, then this Obligation ſhall 
be void, and of none effect. For whoſo- 
ever breaketh one of the Command- 
ments, and defcrreth his repentance, and 
-doth fort the ſame hour wherein he hath 
ſinned, ſeck reconciliation and peace 
with God, whom he hath offended; he 
is in danger to loſe himſelf, and all that 

he 


* 


npor Eternity. 189 


he hath, and manifeftly hazardeth the 
Eternal Salvation both of Soul and Body. 
There 1s but three fingers breadth, or rather 
but an inch between him and death, For 
he hath within himſelf the matter of a 
thouſand diſeaſes, and cauſes, of Death : 
And yet raſh and fooliſh Man, he perſiſt- 
ch and conrinueth ſti!l without fear or wit 
in che ſtate of damnation; in which ſtare, 
H ir ſhould pleaſe God to take him away 
ſuddenly, he is in danger to periſh ever- 
faftingly, Is it nor a bold and fooliſh 
part, for a Man to adventure all that 
he hath.at a caſt, and hazard the loſs of 
Eternal Riches, when he may eaſily keep 
them ? 


"If a Man ſhould ſuffer in Hell but £9 


many torments, as he hath hved hours, 
or but ſo many torments as he hath com- 
mirred fins all his life; this might ſeem 
{omewhat the more tolerable, If it were 
ſo, that in Hell there were any end of 
corments, after the expiration of any cer- 
ain Number of years, Men wculd make 
no end of finning, all the days of their 
life, The enemies of God would increaſe 
every day more and more. For albeit 
they know that the corments in Hell, are 
ſo many in number, that they cannot be 
numbred; fo long for continuance, that 
they cannot be meaſured; fo * 
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For quality, that they cannot be endured, 


but with ſuch infinite pain, that every mi- 


nute of an hour ſhall ſeem a whole year, 
Notwithſtanding all this, Men are nothing 
deterred from fin, but walk on boldly, or 
rather run headlong to their own de- 
ſtruction. 

If all the torments that can be inflict- 
ed or imagined, ſhould be heaped toge- 
ther upon the head of a Man for an hun- 
dred years together, they would not come 
near the puniſhments of Hell for one year, 
no, not for a day, nor yet an hour. All 
the puniſhment that Thieves, Robbers, 
Murderers, and ſuch Malefactors ſuffer, 
though grievous for the time, yet they are 
quickly ended; in three or tcur days they 
are over, or in the compaſs of a week 
at moſt; but the torments of the damn- 
cd are not for an year or an age, but 
for ever. God ſhall ever puniſh them, 
becauſe he can never puniſn them e- 
nough, though he puniſh them to all E- 
ternity. 
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CHAP. I. 


Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort and 
eaſe, but even all hope alſo. 


N this life we have Hope for eur com- 
forter in all calamiries and diſtreſſes, 
which hath a ſoveraign virtue to mitigate 
and aſſwage all pains and ſorrows. And 
God of his great mercy, for the moſt part, 
in all adverfities, ſtill leaveth a Man ſome 
Hope to help and ſuccor. The ſick Man as 
long as he lives, he ſtill lives, in Hope: As 
iong as there is life, there is Hope. But 
afrer this life ended, there remaineth to 
de damned no more any Hope of comfort. 
Hope, the laſt comforter of all, taketh 
er flight, and Eternal Deſperation ſeiſeth 


apon them. The Prophet Daniel ſpeak- 


eth of an Angel coming down from Hea- 
ven, and ſay ing, Hew #he Tree down and 
{eſtroy it, cut off her boughs, ſhake off het 
leaves, and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
leave the flump of the Rovts thereof in the 
Earth, Dan. 4. 23. Upon which wordg 
{aith St. Ambroſe, the leaves and the fruit 
are ſhaben-off, but the root it preſerved 
that is, Delights here are taken from us, 
and Puniſhments are inflicted upon us, bur 
yet Hope i: not taken away from us. Be- 

hold? 
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hold! The Root is preſerved, Hope is left 
behind, In Hell it hath no rooting, Be- 
Huld the day cometh, (cryeth the Prophet 
Malachy) that ſhall burn them up, ſaith the 
Tord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them nei- 
ther root nor brarch, And 7ob lamenting 
.cryeth our, I am gone, and my hope hath 
he removed like a tree, Job. 19. 10. The 
hope, or, The expectation of the wicked 
hall periſh, ſo ſaith Sylomm, Prov. 10. 28. 
Therefore whileſt there is time and place 
for Hope, ler us have He; but let us 
Hope for ſuch things as we ought. All 
humane things are vain and uncertain, 
The Heathen Poet tells us ſo much in theſe 


Verſes, 


Omnia ſunt hominum tenui pendentia Flo, 
Et ſubito-caſu que valuere ruunt. 


All kumane things hang by a ſlender thread, 
hat flana's moſt ſtrong, is quickly ruined, 


We muſt not therefore place cur Hope, 
truſt, and confidence in ſuch things. Saint 
Bey nord ſneweth us a better way in theſe 
words, Faith ſaich, God hath prepared for 
the faithful, great and unconceivable good 
things, And Hope faith, He hath reſerved 
them, and laid them up for thee. And Cha- 
rity .ſaich, in the third place, I pn 

All 
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c and think it long till I came to them. True 
Hips, as St. Gregory affirmeth, raiſcth up 
* the mind co the chough s of Eternity, and 
taketh away the ſenſe of all outward 
crofles and troubles. True Hope makes us 
ro underſtand that all worldly things are 
þ vain, but a Modicum, bur for a moment. 
he Bur, O that moment, on which all Ezer- 
of nity doth depend! The day of death, and 
the hour of che extream and Jaſt agony, is 
properly that moment, and that precious 
jewe! ; for buying whereof, the wife Mer— 
V chant ſelleth all that he hath, But few 
know the worth of rhis jewel. About E- 
by ternal Salvation, ſaith Sr. Jerome, every 
Man ts negligent, But what is the reaſon 
hat men are ſo negligent in a thing of 
ſuch great moment? Poor men! We are 
troubled with weak and ill eyes. We fee 
well enough near at hand, but we can 
[care perceive any thing afar cff, I do 
5 not ſpeak of ſuch as are come to man's 
eftare, or ſuch as are grown old. Boys 
and Girls when they are new taken from 
their Crad'e, before they have all ther 
teeth come forth, learn the firſt elements 
of vices, they ſmutch their fingers pre- 
lently with rhe foil of covcroulſnelſs; 
and after a while, they have an unſa- 
tiable deſire after getting riches; they 
learn to make good Markets for them- 
* K 2 ſelves; 
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ſelves; if chey meet wich a good penny- 
worth, they preſently lay hold upon it, 
their hand is preſently in the purſe, either 
Jaying out for gain, or receiving in gain; 
they know how to make the beſt uſe and 
Advantage of their money; they get an 
inſiaht into the myſteries of divers trades; 
they will be talking of mefchandiſe, they 
will learn good judgment of Wines; they 
will tell you what faſhion and cut is in uſe 
beyond ſea, Fuvenal the Poet in his Satyrs, 
gave theſe a laſh long ago. 


[This old Wives teach Boys in their Infancy, 
And Girls do learn before their 480. 
Hence is riſe 
Of every vice. 


Hence cometh our groſs ignorance, and 
forgerfulneſs of things Eternal. Young 
and old, all do overvalue their Money; 
but as for Heaven and Eternit), they 
know not, neither will they underſtand 
the true worth of them. But let us pro- 


ceed. 
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CHAP, II. 


Fternity is a Sea, and a three-headed Hydra 
but it is alſo a Huntain of all Foy. 


Weuld faint ask thee, O Chriſtiam 

Man, whoſoever thou art that heareſt 
Sermons often, bur ſeldom, it may be, 
with attention and deyotion; thee eſpe- 
cially tain would I ask one queſtion, Sup- 
poſe thou ſhouldſt rake in hand to lade our 
ail tte Water in the Sea, into a ſmall 
River near adjoyning, which runneth back 
again into the Sea continualiy, as faft as ir 
is caſt out. Suppoſe thou ſhuuldſt uſe no 
other Ladle but a very ſmall Spoon to caſt: 
it out withal. Now tell me, How long 
doeſt thou think rhcu ſhouldfſt be in drain- 
ing of the Sea: Or again, Suppoſe thou 
ſhouldft draw it out with a Bucket as big 
as an Hogſheadz and as faſt as thou draw- 
eſt, pour it out into another Channel. 
Anſwer me, in how many years doſt thou 


think thou ſhould be able ro draw the 


Sea dry? To fir ſcorching and frying in 
the flames of Heli-fire ſo many years, 1 
know thou wilt ſay, were a grievous and 
wretched torment; and yer the damned 
wculd think it well wich them, if it were 
ſo: They would like tlie condition well and 
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not think the time long, ſo that they had 
any aſſurance, that at length their cormen's 
ſhould have an end, and not extend to all 
Eternity. 

We rezd in Heatheniſh Authors of old 
time, a thing more ftrange than true, of 
a certain Hydra or Snake, which (as they 
feigned) had three heads, and as ſoon as 
one was cur off, had two ſhogt up in the 
place thereof. But if this /hdra be any 
where to be found, it is in Hel]; where 
there is a threefold Eternih, which like 
te Hara fretcheth cut her long neck 
with Gree heads, that is, The pain of loſs, 
the pain of ſen e, and the worm of conſciencs 
that never dieth, What miſerable and 
improvident Men are we, that having but 
a hort j-urney to go, but full of dangers 
all che way, go on notwithſtanding ſo mer- 
ciiy and. ſporcingly, as if we were walkin 
all che while through Paradiſe, or a mo 
pieaſanc Garden, free from all fear of E- 


| me; and in che end of our walk, pre- 


catly to be received and admitted as Ci- 
1z&ns into our Heavenly Country, a place 
of all ſecuriry ! For can we be ignorant! 
if «e be, it is our own fault. But we can- 


not be ignorant, that at length we ſhall 


come ro che two Gates of Eternity, the 


one of the bleſſed, the other of the damn- 


cd: And enter we mult at one of them, 
that 


upon Eternity; 197 


that is certain; at which, God knows, it. 
is accordingly as we ſhall behave and carry 
our ſelves by the way, 

Laurentius Fuſtinianus, wondering at 
the merry madneſs of ſuch Travellers, 
breaks forth into this exclamation, O rhe 
lumentable condition of mortal Men, which 
gan exulting all the way, whileſt they are 
but exiles, r baniſhed men from their own 
Country Let us nor ſettle our minds up- 
on any vain jys, and fond toys by the way, 
whileſt we are travelling towards our 
Country; but let us fo run our race, that 
at the end thereof, ue may obtain admit- 
tance in at the Gate, which is the entrance 
to Eternal Bleſſedneſs. God hath indeed 
created us rather unto joys and pleaſures, 
than unto labors and ſorrows ; but we are. 
much miſtaken, both of che t me and place: 
It is not here, it ſnall be hereafter. Joys 
are prepared in Heaven; but none but 
the good and faithful ſervants ſnall enter 
into them. And by what means may 2 
man obtain entrance? Knoweſt thou not 
what Chriſt ſaid? The Kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffereth violence; and the violent take it by 
force, Matth. 11. 12. Think now thus 
with thy ſclf, Am I this violent Man? 1; 
this the violence here ſpoken of, To eat, 
to drink, to riſe up to play, to lie down, to 
take my eaſe? It is not certainly. Fight 

K 4 we 
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we muſt, but it muſt be the good fight; 
like Chriſtian Champions; Run we muſt; 
bur fo, that we may obtain; Strive we 
muſt, bur to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
Lador ve muft, and cffer violence to the 
Kingdem of Heaven; but it muſt be in 
due time and pace. Now whileſt we have 
time here, whileſt ue ire on the way, 
whileſt we have life and ſtrength, that 
when we com-'to the point of death, and 
fo paſs the Horizon oi this Word, and d- 
part into another, never to return back 
aza'n; when we ſhall be trat flated from 
Time to Eternity, then at the laſt we may 
have joy ſor our life paſt, and hcpe tur that 
which is to come. Let us labor therefore, 
let us labor, I ſay, and offer violence to 
our ſelves, fighting againſt our own froward 
wills and affections: So ſhall we obtain 
by che mcrcy cf God, everlaſting reſt for 
ſhorr labor, and eternal glory for a few days 
travel. 

True and ſolid joy is not here to be 
ſcund in vain delights and pleaſure:, but 
in Heaven, where there 15 by and pleaſure 
for evermore, God prepared a gourd, ard 
made it come over Jonah, that it might be a 
ſhadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief, Jonah 4. 6, o Fonab was en ceed- 
ing glad of the gourd. And u hat is all the 


p:caſure, cr rather yanity of this pre ſent 
World? 
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World ? Is it not like Jonah's gourd flou- 
riſhing for a time, and yielding a comfort= 
able ſhadow? Rich Men have their gourd 
alſo, that is, their riches, under the ſhadow 
whereot they rejoyce with exceeding great 
joy. Drunkards and Gluttons have their 
gourds alſo, that is, great Tables and de- 
heious fare, under the ſhadow whereof 
they are merry and joyſul. Voluptuous 
Men alſo have their gourds too, that is, 
their unlawful pleaſures, under the ſha- 
dow whereof they lie down and ſport 
themf'elves, But (alas!) ſorrow follows 
afcer ſuch joy, and ſuddenly overtakes it. 


Their mirth is ſoon turned into mourning ; 


and their delights and pleaſures end in 
22.1 and bitterneſs. For what became of 
7onah's gourd? God prepared a worm when 
the nurning roſe the next day, and it ſmote 
the gourd that it withered, Now tell me, 
fonah, where is thy gourd ? What is be- 
come of ir? Where is now thy exceeding 
?2reat joy? They are both gone together, 
thy gourd is witheted, and thy joy is end- 
ed. Such are our vain delights and plea- 
ſures, ſuch is our joy, rather ſhadows of 
things than any thing indeed, they paſs a- 
way ſuddenly, and become like mah 
zourd that ſoon withered, The joy ef this 
World is hut for a moment, but the joy of 
the life ro come is for all Efernity. 
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CHAP. III. 


Here is declared by a moſt memorable ex um- 
ple, How ſweet and precious the taſte of 
Eternity is, | 


His knew Therdorus very well, one 

born of Chriſtian Parents; and,as it 
ſeems, he learned it betimes, when for 
years he was but a youth, but an old Man 
for judgment and diſcretion. For on a 
great feſtival day, kept throughout all 
E:ypt, there being a great feaſt at his Fa- 
ther's houſe, and many invited thereunto; 
when ſome were eating and drinking, o- 
„ thers laughing and playing, and others 
$3 {porting and dancing; he amidſt all theſe 
#5 jollictes., retired himſelf ro his inward 
Cloſer, finding himſelf wounded to the 
heart, but with a chaſte arrow. For thus 
he began to expoſtulate wich himſelf. Un- 
happy Theodore? What wou'd it profit 
thee, it thou ſhou'dſi gain the whole 
World? Many things thou haſt indeed, but 
canſt thou tell how long thou ſhalt enjoy 
mem? Thu liveft in abundance now; 
thou may'ſt feaſt ir, and make merry; thou 
may'ſt laugh and be fat, thou may'ſt rejoyce 
and skip for joy, But art thou ſure how 


long this ſhall laſt? I ſhould like it well, f 
. 2 ir 


| 
| 
{ 
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ir would laſt always. But u hat ſhall I do? 
S'all I for the enjoyning of theſe ſhorr and 
tranſitory pleaſures and deligh's deprive my 
ſelf of rhote joys which are Eternal? Tell 
me, Theodore, is this according ro Chriſtie - 
an Religion, to frame unto our ſelves an 
Heaven here on Earth, and think to pals - 
from delights ro delights, from Temporal ' 
to Eternal: Either I am much deceived, 
cr elſe Chriſt ſhewed unto us another way 
unto the Ringdom of Heaven, and that 
is through many tribulations. Therefore 
have no more to do with worldly vanities, 
but prefer Eternal joys before Temporal, 
Ti.us he ſaid and fell a weeping, So then 
he retired himſelf into a withdrawing- 
room, and there proſtrating himſelf upon 
the Earth, he prayed after this manner. 
Eternal God, my heart is naked and open 
before thee, I ſend up my ſighs as humble 
Orators and Petitioners unto thee : I know 
not what to ask, nor how ; Only this one thing 
I beg at thy hands, That thou wilt not ſuffer 
me to die an Eternal Death. Lord, thou 

bnoweft that T love thee, and that I defire to 
be with thee, that I m.iy ſing Eternal praiſes 

unto thee: Lord have mercy upon me. Whi'eſt 
he was thus praying, in comes his Mother, 
on a ſudden, and preſently perceiveth by 
the redneſs and moiſtneſs of his eyes, thar 


he had been a weeping; and thereup>n ſhe 
Nich, 


Jo 
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faich, My Son, What is the matter with 
thee? Why weepeſt thou? Why mcourneſt 
thou? Why keepeſt thou out of ſazht to day? 


' Why dot thou not come to the Table? The 


reſt are all there: Thy company is defied : 
Come away. But Theodore anſwered and 
faid, I pray zou, good Mother, have me ex- 
cuſed ; I find my ſelf ſomewhat ill at flomach, 
I pray you do not urge me to eat er drink 
againit my ſtomach. So with a fair and 
colourable pretence he lent away his Mo- 
ther; then being alone, he conferred with 
God and himſelt about Erernity, and 
ſtrictly examined all the courte of his life 
faying unto himſelf, What am 1? or, What 
have I been? How hath it been with me 
heretofore? or, How ſhall it be with me 
hereafter, if I lee my part and fellowſhip in 
$he, Kingdom of Heaven and Bleſſed Eter- 
nity: There are divers ways to leuten. 
Some go one way, ſome another ; it is no 
matter which way we go ſo we come thithy. 
But becauſe all ways are not alike, neither are 
all natures alike, every man ought to chuje 
that way which is moſt convenient. There is 
4 ſhort way. and a long, a ſafe way, and 4 
dangerous, If then I be afraid to go a long and 
dangerous way, here is a ſhorter and a ſafer, 
which * ſhall chuſe, without all doubt, I ſhall 
have the Angels for my companions and comfor- 


ters, and they will alſo rejyce. 
: Well, 
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Well, Theodore, defer a while, but not 
too long, and do not yield tos much. I hope 
I ſhall one day grow a flrong Man, and then 
I ſhall. be better able to deal with mine ene- 
mies, for I ſhall find thoſe that are flrong : 
But what if they be eaſie, flattering, fawn- 
irg, and ſuch as will even weep for me? The 
truth is, I am moft afraid of ſuch. But pluck 
4p a good heart, Man, and though by nature 
thou art flexible and eaſily moved, yet pray 
unto Chriſt, and he will make thee flrong and 
i1mmoveable.. But what if thy Mother falls 
a weeping, beſeecheth thee with ber tears 
trickling down her cheeks 2 What if ſhe hangs 
about thy neck; and deſires thee to ſpare thy 
elf! What if ſhe ſhews thee her breaſts which 
gave the? ſuch ? Will not all theſe move 
bee? Here remember what St. Jerome 
ſaith, notwithſtanding all theſe impor tuni- 
ties, run with ſpeed unto the Standard of 
Chriſts Croſs. It is @ vertue and praiſe-wor- 
thy to be cruel in ſuch a caſe as thin. It. is 
the portion and inheritance of thy Mother the 
Church to ſtand under the Croſs of Chrift 
So did Mary the Motber of Chriſt; and ſo 
muſt thou, if thou wilt have Ged thy Father 
in Heaven ;. and the Church thy Mother, on 
Earth: And ſo thou wilt do, if thou beef} a 
true fon and no baſtard. But muſt I do it 
1:w in mine youth, in the flower of mine age / 
hat is hard: So it is, indeed, to n ang 
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blood. But experience teacheth it, that God 


is not well pleaſed with late ſer vice; for late 
ſervices are ſeldom good. Therefore they do 


well, that begin to ſerve God betimes, that 


ſeek him early, and that remember him in the 
days of their youth, and learn to ſubmit their 
tender necks unto the yoke of Chrift, But J 
have been brought up te derly, I have been 

d with dainties ; and ſhall I now enter uf- 
on a flrict and rigid courſe of Life, and bid 
adieu to all my pleaſures? Shall I be able to 
endure it ? I hope I ſhall. But, how long? 
Fir a year or two? That is not enor gb. 1 
muſt go further, and cortinueto the end, even 
as long as I live, Theref:re weigh and con- 
fider the matter well with thy ſelf, before 
thou” reſolveſt; and either .never begin, or 
elſe continue to the end, I will by God's aſſiſt- 
ance; for I hope he will not leave me alone 
to firive with theſe difficulties, which of my 
elf I ſhall not be able to overc1me, But M 
is à bard matter to ſtrive againſt cuſtom, 1 
have hitherio lived like a Nibleman, and a 
Freeman; and ſhall I now live like a Pocy 
man, and a Slave? Or, if I do, how long 
fhall I live ſo? I put on the Poor-man's 
Jerſon, and att in the Theatre of this World, 
when ſhall I put it off ? At the end of the 
liſt 4%, And hom far is it thither ? As 
long as it is to the laſt breath. Thy part is not 
ended till thou art to depart out of this * 
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If thou once comeſt forth in the Poor-man's 
are's, there is no putting it off again: Thou 
muſt not once think of thy Silks, Sattens, and 
Velvets, Purple and fine Linnen thou muſt not 
wear, untill thou beeſt cloathed with the Robe 
of Immortality and Glory. 

Theodore, What thinke/t thou? Shalt 
thou be able to hold out to the lift 4F? I will 
firive what I can, and comfort my ſelf by the 
example of other good Ars that have gone 
be fore me. And whom ſhall I chu rather 
0 follow and imitate than Chriſt, the Son ©.. 
God, whe voluntarily became poor, and made 
himſelf of no reputation, humbling himſelf 
above meaſure, to do and ſuffer like a ſervant, 
being Lord of all? And ſhall not I ao and 
ſuffer any thing after his example? Shall 
mt I take up the Croſs and follow him? Am 
better than he? Why ſhould I be afraid to 
follow, when I have ſuch a Leader? Hr 
who is it? Woo bids me follow him? It is the 
voice of Man that I hear? but it is the Will 
f Got, whom I ought to obey becauſe he 
commands, But this is too high a point of 
Philoſophy, for a Man to forſake his riches, 
ard to embrace poverty. And what wilt thou 
4, Theodore? Reſolve with thy ſelf whats 
50 do. 

Why do I thus long doubt and diſpute 
within my ſelf 2 Why do I waver thus be- 
tween hope and fear? Have I not the example 
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of my Lord before mine eyes ? Did not he 
ſuffer many things not to be uttered 2 Was not 


he nailed to the Croſs, and deſpitefully uſed 2 


He forſosk his heavenly Treaſures, and came 
poor into this World. His birth, life, and 
death (hew it. At his birth he wanted a Cra- 
dle; in his life he had not where to hide his 
Head; and at his death he had rot where- 
withal to cover his Ba). Naked came he 
into this World, ard naked he went cut. How 
was it with him in his life? He was fain to 
fee from one place to another. He was often 
wearied with travel; ſcuched with heat, and 
dry for thrift. He was as indefatigable in 
doing, as he-was patient in ſuffering, and 
both in an high degree. Was ever any one ſo 
well bent to poverty, ſo patient in labors, and 
fo gentle and mild when he was reproached * 
And ſhauld I be aſhamed of ſuch a Leader? 
Should I bluſh to be called one of his follow- 
ers? Shall I not be content to be ſuch as my 
Lord and Saviour will have me to be? I am 
ready, F r love of him, to ſuffer hunger, thirft, 
cold, nakhedneſs, poverty, and ſuch like. 1 
am willing, for his ſake, to be bound, burnt, 
and cut in pieces. Theſe ſufferings are but 
ſhort , they cannot continue long, But the 
Jays or torments of Eternity are long indeed; 
for they ſhall never have end. Therefore fare- 
well all the World, and the things that arein 


i, J care not for you, I regard you not; 
Farewel, 
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F.rewel, I ſay; but welcome, Eternity, when- 
Hever thou comeſt: Thou art the only thing 
that I ee after; my Soul longeth after thee ; 
there is nothing that I deſire in compariſon of 
thee. \ 

With the hear of ſuch Cogitations his 
Soul was fo ſer on fire, that it was infla- 
med with the love of Eternity, which the 
Bleſſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven. Therefore 
he reſolved ro take leave of his Parents, 
ro forſake his riches, and bid adieu to his 
delights for ever. He did not reſolve haſti- 
lv, bat continued in his reſolution con- 

antly, He was not ſoon hot, and ſoon 
cold; he was not alter'd all on the ſud- 
den; he did not paſs from one extream to 
another; be did not ſtrive ſor the higheſt 
pitch at the firſt, but roſe up by degrees, 
and became one of Pachonius his Scholars. 
You have heard the Prologue; but there 
follows no Tragedy after ir: For, contrary 
o the Law of a Tragedy, we have a for» 
rowful beginning, but a joyful ending. He 
came fortn with a Lacryme, but vent off 
with a Plaudite: At his Intrat, there was 
weeping for grief; bur ar his Exit, there 
was clapping of hands for joy, Thus have 
je heard the life and death of Theodorus, 
whoſe Soul fed, as it were upon thoughts 
of Eternity, and was delighted therewith 


453 with marrow and farneſs, He was * 
of 
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of the Worlds mind, which counteth E- 
ternity but a Fable; but refuſed not him- 
ſelf to become a Fable and a by-word in 
the Wor'd, being perſwaded fully cf a 
Bleſſed Eternity, ard carneſily deſiring and 
thirſting to have a part in it. 

Chriſtian Brethren, ſhall I ſpeak a free 
word, but a true? Or, not I, but Theodo- 
ras. Moſt men live 1o, as it there were 
no ſuch thing as Eternity, as if it were but 
a mcer Fable and a feigned thing. But what 
do I tell you of Theodons? Will you hear 
what St. Peter ſaith? The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night, in the which 
the heavens , ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fer- 
vent beat, the earth allo and the works that 
are therein ſpall be burnt up, Seeirg then 
that all theſe things ſhall be difſolved, what 
manner of men ought we to be in «ll holy 
converſation and godlineſs? 2 Pet. 3. 10. 
But where are thoſe men now a days, by 
whoſe holy converſation and godlineſs a 
man may judge that they believe St. Peter, 
that the day of the Lord is coming, and 
that Eternity ſhall ſoilow after? But it 
you will not believe Sr, Peter, hear what 
Truth it ſelf faith, Wide is the gate, ard 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtructior, 
and many there be which go in thereat, Mat. 


7. 13. Certainly men would not go ia at the 
broad 


ED 
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broad gate of deſtruction, if they did chink 
they ſhould come out no more, if they did 
once dream of Eternity, But, as I ſaid be- 
fore, moſt Men make Eternity but a feigned 
thing, a witty invention co keep Men in aw, 
and a good honeſt fable. And yet how ma- 
ny art apt to ſay, We believe that there is 
2 Bleſſed Eternity after this life, we hope to 
have part in it, we have a deſire and long- 
ing after it! Bur(alaſs!) how little is their 
faich ? how vain is their hope! how cold 
is their deſite Preſent pleaſures, money in 
the hand, the allurements of the fleſh ſteal 
away the hearts of many, and by little and 
little, make the deſire and love of Eternity 
grow quite cold in them, as if they had 
drowned and buried it in the grave of obli- 
vion. We hear it often read and prezched ; 
Thus ſaith the Lord, This is the Commandment- 
of the Lord: And as often as we hear it, we 
it l neglect it. Say the Lord what he will, 

command what he will, our old way plea- 
eth us beſt, We will walk after our own de- 

vices, and we will every one do the imagination 
of his evil heart. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
Ach ye now amongft the Heathen, who hath 

beard ſuch horrible things ? Fer. 18. 12, 13. 
Had the People which knew nor God, but 

x10wn theſe ſecrets of Eternity, certain- 

iy they never would have contemned and 

ueglected them. Go to now, O ye ſons of 

Men, 
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Nen, becauſe T have called, and ye refuſed, I 
bave flretched out my hands, and no Man re- 
garded, I will alſo laugh at your calamity, 
F will moch when your fear cometh; when 
your fear cometh as deſolation, and your de- 
flrufion cometh as a whirlwing;, when 
diſtreſs and arguiſh come upon you, Prov. 
1. 24, 26, 27. When Eternity ſhall ſudden- 
ly overtake you. If Death ſeiſe upon ycu 
in this miſerable ſtate and condition, there 
is then no hope of mercy : The Gate is 
preſently fhur, there is no opening of it: 
The ſentence of condemnation is paſt, there 
is no repealing of it, Depart ye curſed into e. 
verlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, Matth. 25. 41. 

Watch therefore good Chriſtians, watch 
Tay; The Judge ſtands ar the Gate. That 
may happen in a minute, that ycu may be 
forry for, for all Eternity. Anthony the Great, 
in a certain Sermon which he made to the 
people, ſpake thus unto them. Dearly be- 
loved Brethren, in matters of this life we 
bave a care to make good bargains, we will 
be ſure to have a penny-worth for a penny, | 
lay our, for inſtance, ſo much money, and 
I have the worth of it in wares; I give fo 
many crowns, and I have ſo many buſhels 
of Wheat; ſo many pounds, and I have 
fo many quarters of Malt. But we are not 


fo wiſe in Heavenly matters; we will not 
givs 
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give things Temporal, in exchange for 
chings Eternal. Eternal life is a thing not 
worth looking after, we much undervalue 
ir, we will ſcarce give any thing for it, we 
will not take any pains or labour to obtain 
it. And yet what is our labour, ſuppoſe 
the greateſt we can undergo? If it be com- 
pared unto life Eternal, the reward of it, 
ic will not amount to ſo much as one half. 


penny, in reſpett and reference to a Mil- 


lion of Gold. For what ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
The days of our life are threeſcore years and 
ten; and if by reaſon of ſlrength they be 
fourſcore years, yet is their ftrength, labour 
and ſorrow, Pſal. 90. 10. But ſuppoſe a 
Man ſhould live an hundred years, to ſpeak 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 
God zealouſly, and faithfully, were it not 
time well ſpent to gain Eternity? were not 
the labor well beſtowed, to purchaſe 2 
Kingdom? I do not mean a Kingdom to 
continue for an hundred years only, bur 
throughout all ages; not an Earchly King- 
dom, but the Kingdom of Heaven, There- 
fore, Chriſtian Brerhren, be not puffed up 
with vain glory, be not ambitious after 
woridly honour, be not wearied out with 
well-doing, be not caſt down with afflicti- 
ons, do not fink under the burden of the 
Croſs, but bear it patiently and chearful- 
ly, Rejycing, with the Apoſtles, that ye 
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are counted worthy to ſuffer, Rom. 5. 3. For 
T reckon, ſaith St. Paul, that the ſufferings 
of this preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
in us, Rom. 8. 18. Let no Man when he 
| hath forſaken the World think that he hath 
forſaken any great matter, For what is 
Earth in compariſon of Heaven? It is but 
-a Centre to the Circle, a Minute to Efer- 
nity, a Drop to the Sea, and a grain of 
Duſt ro the Dry Land. What are our 
riches? Fading and uncertain moveadles, 
We are ſoon taken from them, or they from 
us. Though with much ado we keep them 
as long as we live, yet whether we will or 
mo, we muſt part wich them when we die; 
we cannot carry them to our Graves, Why 
do we not then make a vertue of neceſſity! 
Why do we not willingly part with them, 
whileſt they are ours, bg that ſhortly 
we muſt part with them, whether we will 
or not, when Death attacheth us for 2 
debt due to Nature, and then they can be 
no longer ours? Why do we not lay them 
out like good Merchants for the Margarite 
or precious Pearl of Eternal life? Thus 
ſyeetly goes on Athanaſius; Bur I mult 
jeave him, and draw to a concluſion. 
Pachonius was wont, whenſoever he felt 
any unlawful thoughts or defires ariſe in 


nis mind, to drive them away with the re- 
| membrance 
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membrance of Eternit); and if at any 
time he perceived them to rebel again, he 
{t:]| repe d them by meditatina ſeriouſly 
pon Eternity, the Eternal puniſhments of 
the damned, the rorments without end, 
che fire that never goes out, and the worm 
at never dieth. And here 1 will conclude 
Mis Conſideration with the Exhortation 
of the ſame Pacho1ius, Before all things, 
aich he, let us every day think upon the laſt 
diy; let us in time remember Eterrity ; let us 
very minute we have to live, ſo true, as if we 
lived in fear of Everlaſting Torments ; that fo 
by the Merey of Cad iñ Feſus Chriſt, we may 
for ever eſcape them. 
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CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY 


Toe fiſt Concluſion, 


O Man living is able in word to 
expreſs, or in thought to con- 
ceive the infinite ſpace cf Eter- 

nity, Between a true Man, and a painted 
Nan, true fire and painted fire, there is 2 
great deal of difference, and yer theſe 
are in ſome kind one like unro another. 
Bur berween our common fire and the fire 
ot Hell, berween the ſorrows of this life, 
and the pains of Hell, there is no com- 
pariſon, no proportion at all. For this life, 
and the forrows of chis life, are meaſured 
by ſpace of Time; but the life to come, 
and the ſorrows thereof cannot be mea- 
ſured by any thing but only Eternity, which 
allo is without meaſure. This doth our 
Saviour moſt elegantly expreſs in the Go- 
ſpel of S. John, by the Parable of the 

1 Vine- 
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Vine-branch, if a Man abide not in me, 
be is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered, 
and Men gather them, and caſt them into the 
Fre, and they are burned, John 15. 6. In 
theſe words is Eternity brictly and plainly 
- deſcribed; For mark the words well; they 
run not in the future, He ſhall Le caſt forth, 
and ſhall wither, and Men ſhall gather them, 
and fhall caſt them into the fire, and they 
{hall be burned; I ſay they run not in che 
future, but all in the preſent tenſe, He is e 
eaſt forth and withered, and Men gather them 1 
and caſt them into the fire, and they are burn- 7 
ed. They ae burned. This is the ſtate and 5 
condition of the damned, They are burned, 6. 
that is, always burning. When a thouſand ch 
years are paſt and gone, as it was in the th 
beginning, ſo it is ſtill, They are burned : ¶ gi. 
And when a thouſand and a thouſand IF 21; 
more yet are gone, as it was, fo it is, They ob. 
are bu ned. And if after certain millions Ito 
of years the queſtion be a:ked, What is Þ Go 
now the. {tare and condition of the damn - not 
ed? Wnat do they? What ſuffer they? and 
How fares it with them? There can be no eve. 
other anſwer made but this, Trey are burn- uu 
ed, ſtill burning continually, inutterably, I boſc 
-Eternaliy, from one age to angther, even 25. 
for ever and ever, Upon this place ex- gain 
cellently faith St. Auguſline, One of theſe Tho 
to muſt needs be the condition of the 11/9, 
8 | Vinc- ; 
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Vine-branch, either it muſt abide in the 
Vine, or elſe be caſt into the fire; if not in 
the Vine, then certainly in the fire, But 
that ir may not be caſt into the fire, let it 
till abide in the Vine. 


The ſecond Concluſion. 


F thoſe men which do ſtill continue in 
their ſins, did but know how near 
they are unto Eternity, and everlaſting tor- 
ment; if they did conſider well with them- 
ſelves, how that God in a moment, in a 
breath, in the twinckling of an eye (as we 
ſpeak) may ſuddenly take them away in 
cheir fins, and deliver them up unto death; 
then ſurely, if they bad it, they would 
give all Spain, all the treaſures of Aſia, 
all the Gold of India, yea, all the World to 
obtain but one hour to confeſs their ſins, 
to repent them of the ſame, and to axk 
God pardon and forgiveneſs: They would 
not, certainly they would nor, fill hug 
and embrace their fins, they would nor 
every day multiply them as they do, they 
would not lodge them every night in their 
boſom, and ly ſnorcing in them, Matth. 16. 
27, For what is a man profited, if be thall 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own fou? 
Though thou loſeſt every thing elſe in the 
'\orid, yet, O Man, have a care to keep 
DL. thy 
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thy foul, It were needleſs here to reckon - 


this life is but the gentle red cf cur moſt 


up à Catalogue of the Martyrs ct Chriſt in 
all ages. There are whole 2 of them 
in great volumes: They are*rxcorded to 
all poſterity, and their names Hall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance. But the 


greateſt honour that we can do them is to 
ĩollow their good example, to learn of 


them Chriſtian fortitude and magnanimi- 
ty, to fear God more than Man, Matth, 
IO. 28. God which is able to deſlro both 
body and ſoul in Hell, rather than Man which 
can only bill the body, but is not able to kill 
the ſoul; ro love God more than all the 
World ; to be willing to part with all tor 


Chriſt, to loſe all to ſave our ſouls, and 


gain Eternity. I will conclude here with 
that excellent exhortation of St. Auguſtine; 
What then ſhall we do, brethren? What? 
What elſe but whileſt we have time amend 
dur lives, where we have donc amiſs, do ſo 
no more; become new Men; That what 
is threatned and {hall certainly come upon 
wicked and ungodly Men, may net fall 


upon us; nct becauſe we ſhall not be, but 


becauſe we lhall not be like unto them: 
Whatſcever is written in the Scripture, is 
written from our learning, it is the voice of 
God, Obſerve and make gocd uſe cf 
what you read: Wharſoever we ſuffer in 


mer- 
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merciſul Father, who coręecteth us here as 
nis dear children, that we be not torment- - 
ed with the damned hereafter. Why chen 
do the light afflictions of this life ſeem ſo 
grievous unto us? Why do we even trem- 
ble, and quake for fear, when we do bur 
near of them? The moſt grievous ſufferings 


oh this life, ii we judge aright of them, in- 


compariſon of everlaſting fire, are very" 
mall, yea indecd none at all. 


The third Concluſion. 


» Mongſt Chriſtians, God ' knowetit 
there are a great many, that either 
velieve there is neither Heaven nor Hell, 
or elſe if they did truly believe it, they 
weuld certainly live otherwiſe than they 
do. As concerning ſuch Men, the queſtion + 


may be very ficly asked, Lube 18,8. When 


the Son of Man cometh ſhall he find faith upon 
the earth? Some there are that would 
fain be thought to be true Believer:; They 
confeſs it indced with their mouchs, bur 
difſemble - with their double hearts; If 
their words may-be believed, they may go 
for true believers; but if their lives be ex- 
amined, they may be thought ro be no 
better than Infidels. They never think up- 
on Feernity, or very feldom ; and when 
they do, they do but think upon it, and there 
4 is 
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is all; it is gone in a thought, they never 
weigh well with themſclves what it is, they 
never ſeriouſly medirate upon it, they te- 
ver rouſe the ir underſtanding to be intent 
upon it, they never bend their wills and 
afte&ions ro ſeek after jr, they never im- 
print it in their deep cogitations that ſo 
they may remember it. They ſcarce be- 
gin to think upon it, hut cheir minds are 
preſently ſe mewhere elic, their theughts 
22 4 wandring, their ima inat on is work- 
ing upon ſc mewhat elſe. Ard it at any 
time tome ſparks of Devotion and gcd'y 
deſires ariſe in their hearts, they are pre- 
fently quenched and choaked with cares 
of ths World, with multitude c buſinels, 
with profits or pleaſures, and fich like. 
And thus milerable Men they flop their 
ears, and cloſe their eyes, and wichcur 
jear or underſtanding they tun hoodwinkt 
in the way that leadeth to Eternal death. 
ſr is cbſetved by the holy Fathers cf the 
Glutton in the Goſpel, that he never lift- 
ed up his eyes till he was in torments; 
All his life long they were ſnut againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlineſs: He opened 
them not till he was in Hell, when it was 
too late. And it is no marvel: that 10 
many Men run blind fold to the hcufe t 
laughter, and Zrernal ſorrow: fer the 
way is very broad and peaſanr, — 
| : an 
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and plain; a Man can hardly go out of it, 
there is no fear of loſing himſcif till he 
comes to the end thereof. Then he ſha'l - 
erccive that all the while he was travel- 
linz, he was quite out of the right way: 
then [ ſay, when chere is no returning hack 
azain, Many would ike this way well, 
if there were no end thereof: For, though. 
ic rids merrily , it ends merrily: and 
therefore they do wiſely, that leave the 
greit road, and travel on in the rough” 
way ; that chooſe rather to go through 
briars and thorns unto an Eternal Para- 
diſe, than throuzh a pleaſant Paradife 
to an Eternal Priſon ; that reſolve with 
themſelves to break through all diſficul- 
ties; counting it better to go on weeping 
and mourning, in the narrow way of ſalva- 
tion, rather than laughing and repoyciug 
in the broad way of deſtruction. Moſt true 
it is which 5 ſpeaketh, As the cloud is 
conſumed, and vaniſhed away; ſo he that 
goeth down to the grave, ſhall come up no 
more: He ſhall return no more to his houſe; . 
neither ſhall his place know him any more, 


Job. 7. g. 
The forth Concluſion. 


I T Hoſoever uleth to deſcend into a 
deep and ſerious eonfideration of 
f | 2 4 — ter. 
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Eternity, he will be ſo far from living Is 
centiouſly and wantonly, that you ſhall 
hardy ever fee him lau hing heartily, It 
hath been obſerved of as many as have 
been raiſed from the. Dead, and turned a- 
gain unto life, that they were ſcarce cver 
ſeen to /an2h at all. In particular it hath 
been oblerved of Lazarus of Bethany , 
whom Chrift loved, He and they, as ma- 
ny as have been raiſcd from the dead, 
might truly fay with the Preucher, I / 
of laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What 
doth it, Eccleſ. 2. 2. Nat without cauſe 
in this doth Cyril of Alexandria ccn'cls 
himſelf to be fearful; For he faith thus, 
I am afraid of Hell and the puniſhments 
rherecf, hecauſe they have no end; Iam 
afraid of che devouring worm, b:caule ir 
never dieth, O that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they woul1 conſider 
their Litter end] Deut. 32. 19. Whoſocver 
is not better by the conſideration of E- 


ternitꝭ, (I dare boldly lay, and think I 


may lay ic truly) either he hach no faith 
at all; or if he hath any faith, he hath no 
heart at all,; or at the beſt it is but an heart 
that is dead and without all ſenſe, It was 


the witty ſaying of a learned Man, That 


marriage was a ſhort arid a ſweet ſonz, but 
that it had a doleful cloſe ;: So we may 


moſt truly fay of all the pleaſures that we 
take 


0 
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rake in fin, that it is a ſhort and a merry 
ſong, but it ends in mourning and lamen- 
tation; or rather it is a ſong ſhort for time; 
and ſweet ſor tune as long as it laſteth; for 
it runs much upon quavers, and ſemiqua- 
vers of mirth and jubilat ion. But the time 
iuddenly chlangeth, an the tune is altered; 
ter there follows without any reſt the lar- 
2es and ſongs. of ſorrow and lamentation ; 
which cannot be meaſured by any time. 
Far the torments of Hell are Eternal. Oh 
Eternity, Eternity, Eternity / 


The fifth Concluſion: 


He nſoever we ſpeak of Efernity, ue 
fpeak always with the leaft, bur 
we can never ſpeak too much of it. What 
loc ver is ſaid comes ſhort of it. No words 

can utter it, no figures can number it, no 
time can meaſure it. For Eternity is of this 
nature; take from jt what you will, it is 
ſtill che ſame. Ir is neither increaſed by 
addition, nor diminiſhed by ſubſtraction. 
Suppoſe there were ſubſtracted from it {o- - 
many years as there are ſtars in the firma- 
ment, drops in the ſea, ſands on the ſhore, 
caves on the trees, graſs in the fields, mores 
in the Sun, duſt on the earth: What re- 
mains? As much as there was before the 
*ubftra&tion, Suppoſe there were ſo many 
1 yeats 
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years added to it: What then is che Reſult £ 
The ſame that it was before the Addition. 
The total ſum is neither more nor leſs, than 


what it was, that is, Eternity. 
As long as God is, ſo long ſnall the dam- 


ned be tormented. This we have ſhadow- 


ed out before by ſome ſimilitudes and re- 
femblances, unto which we will add one 
more our of Bonaventure. If one of the 
damned, ſaith he, ſhould weep after this 
manner, that he ſhould- let fall but one 
tear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears 


ſhould be kept together ſo many hundred 


years till they would equal the drops of che 
fea: Alas! Alas! (Not to ſpeak of rhe 
fea.) How many millions of years muſt 
needs pats before they can make one little 
river! or if they ſhould at length make a 
whole ſea of water: yet even then ic 
might truly be ſaid, Now Eternity begin- 
eth. And if he ſhould weep again after 
the ſame manner till he made another ſea; 
yet then alſo it might be ſaid again as tru- 
ly. as before, Now Eternity beginneth : and 
Von forwards for ever. Let no Man once 
doubt of the truth hereof; for between 
chat which is finite and that which is infi- 
nite there is no proportion. But this ſeems 
wonderful and ftrange unto us, becauſe 
our imagination cannot conceive it: It 


zadnot teach unto that which is ſo far re- 
mote; 
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mote ; It cannot penetrate into that which -- 


is infinite, for that is impenetrable. And 
that is the reaſon that our underſtanding is 
ſo hardly drawn to the confideration of E- 
ternity ; becauſe it bluſneth in a ſort, and 
is aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannot 
endure to tire it ſelf in the ſearch of that 
which cannot be found out. But let us put 
away this fooliſn and ſhameful modeſty, 
and let us force our underſtanding to cke 
due and. ſerious contemplation of Eternity, - 
and ler it be our daily exerciſe to be ſtill 
meditating upon ſuch ſimilitudes, as may 
in ſome ſortqſhadow it out, and repreſent 
it unto us: Ain ſo ſhall we never do a- 
mi's, Say what we can, think what we 
will, imagine ſo many million of millions 
of years as it is poſſible for the mind of 
Man to conceive, we ſhall ſtill come ſhore - 
of the meaſure, and length of Eternity; 
Tie years of Eternity are more, far more, 
yea iufinitely more, This is certain, and 
without all controverſie. 

The Prophet D.miel ſignifi-th the in- 
comprehenfible dimenſion and length of 
Eternity in theſe words. They that be wiſe 
(all frine as the brightne's of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to rizhteouſneſs as 
the ſtars far ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. Mark 
tf: words, Fir ever and ever. As if he 
'!hcu'd have ſaid, No, words are ſufficient 
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to expreſs the nature of Eternit). It 
for ever and ever. Here is all that i can 
ſay of it: Though more might be ſa'd in 
reſpeR of irs own nature, yet I am not 
able ro ſay more. Obſerve his Auxeſts, 
or his augmentation of it by multiplication : 
For ever, that is, for Eternit): Put te 
thinketh that not ſufficient, and there fore 
he doubles it, and ever, And yet in the 
Latin it is expreſſed more fullv, in theſe 
words, In perpetuas Mtiernitates, To perpe- 
tual Eternities, Mark here, ke faith not, 
In A#ternitatem, To Eternity, barcly in the 
Smgular Number; but In #ternitates, To 
Eternity in the Plural, as if on were not 
enough: Neither doth he reſt here indefi- 
nitely, ſaying To Efernities, nor yet doth 
He add any finite term, becauſe none can 
expreſs it, but an infinite, Perpetuas, Per- 
petwal , In perpetuas Aternitates, To per- 
petual or Infinite Eternities, Now if one 
Eternity is without evd, what are tuo? 
what are ten? what are an hundred? what 
are infmite! If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 
would not amount to the leaſt fraction of 
the numberle ſs number of Eternit). They 
ſay that the Eighth Cœleſtial Orb or Sphere 
moved wonderful leiſurely beyond all 
compariſon : For though it be daily wheeled 


about by the rapid motion of the Primum- 
mobile, 
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*nohile, yet it finiſheth not its own proper 
circuit bur once in thirty fix thouſand years, 
and this ſpace of time they call, The great 
year, or. Plato's year. But compare this 
with Eternity, and it will appear to be bur 
4 moment, but an inſtant, bur a minute, 
indeed nothing at all. It is à true ſay ing 
of Boetias, that an inſtant, or point of time, 
and ren thouſand years, compared toge- 
her, keep better proportion, than ten thou- 
tand years and Eternity. But hear what 
St. John ſaith, Little children, it is the laſt 
ume, or the laſt hour, 1 John 2.18. And 
chis he faid one thouſand fix hundred 
vears ago. It is moſt true therefore what S. 
Auguſtine ſaith, whatſoever hath an end, 
that ching is but ſhort, Eternity is a Word 
conſiſting but of four ſyllables, but it is a 
thing without eud. Therefore ſer thy love 
upon Eternity. Let Chriſt be thy end, 
and thou ſhale reign with Chriſt without 
end, 


Tre path C oncluſion. 


T is not co be believed that any Man 
that hath but the leaſt ſmack of true 
Religion can be fo far carried away by his 
impotent and unruly paſſions (if he be not 
2% bad as a beaſt,) ruled meerly by ſenſe, 
and ſerying only his ſenſua) . 
the 
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the wicked and ungcdly man, even then 
| when he is almoſt ſwallowed up in the deep 
* pit, whereinto his ſins have plunged him 
* headlong, even then, I fay, doth but 
| laugh ar it, regards it not, is not a jot 
troubled at it; It is not to be believed, I 
7 ſay, that any Man that hath any Religion 
6 at all in him, can be ſo far carried away 
by his headſtrong and unbridled paſſions, 
but if he will ſpend a part of an hour every 
day in meditating upon Eternity, yea if he 
will but once in a week ſeriouſly think up- 
on it, he will mend his manners, he will 
change the courſe of his Life to better, he 
will certainly become a new Man: Of a 
proud Man, he will become humble and“ 
lowly ; of an angry man he will become 
mild and gentle; of an unclean Man, he 
will become chaſte and continent; of a 
drunken Man he will become ſober and 
temperate, He will put on, not the out- 
ward, but the in ward habit of a true reli- 
gious and godly Man. He will become 
ſuch a one, not in cloths and outward ex- 
preſſion, but in heart, and in ward affection. 
Neither will he raſhly and unadviſedly, 
F fhghtly and negiigently, upon a ſpurt all 
N at once on the judden paſs irom one ex- 
tream to another: (ſuc? alterations are 
not good, neither will they continue loag) 
| But he will again and again weigh the mat- 
ter 
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ter well with himſelf, he will conſider well 
upon it, he will faſten his ſerious thoughts 
upon it, he will often revolve in mind, E- 
ternity, Eternity, Eternity, that ſhall never 
have end, end never, never end; which 
ſhall laſt throughout innumerable, incom- 
prehenſible, infinite ages. This will he do 
wich conſideration and attention, and often 
ruminate upon it, as beaſts chew the cud, 
Meat though never ſo good and wholſome, 
if it be not chewed in the teeth, prepared 
in thc mouth digeſted in the ſtomach, 
turned into blood, and diſtributed by the 
veins into all the parts of the body, turn 
o poyſon rather than to nouriſhment, be- 
gets all manner of diſeaſes, is retained. 
perhaps ſometime in the body, but doth 
more harm than good, were a great deal 
detter out than in. Even fo the thoughts 
of Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell are 
good and who!lſome, godly and holy, but 
none mote than the thought of Eternity, 
which may worthily be called che Nuinteſ- 
ence. But as it is with meat, not the taking 
of it meerly into the mouth, but the good 
cizeſting of it in the ſtomach, the turning 
t it into gœod blood in che Liver, and the 
diſtributing of it into all the parts by the 
veins, nouriſheth the body: So it is with 
thoſe precious thoughts of Death, Judg- 
gent, Heaven, Hell, and Eternity; not — 
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bare thinking upon them, but ſerious think- 
ing upon them with our ſelves, ſetting a- 
part all cares and worldly diſtractions, the 
ponder ings of them well in our hearts, and 
the oſten ruminating upon them, this is it 
that feedeth and nouriſheth the ſoul. It this 
be not done, the reſt is to little purpoſe: 
without this even the reading of the holy 
Scriptures is fruitleſs, the hearing of the 
word pre:ched is unprofitable. Many. hear 
Sermons often, read the Scriprure over 


and over again, and yet are little bettered 


by it, becauſe they do not meditate upon 
what they have both read and heard. M hen 
they hear, what comes in at one ear goes 
out at the other: when they read, the eye 
is no ſooner off from the bock, but what 
was read is ſoon ſlipt out of memory. Be- 
fore they can practiſe what they have heard 
or tead, they have quite forgotten what 
they ſhouid do. Therefore if we will read 
or hear with profit, we muſt ſpend ſome 


time in meditatingand pondering with our. 


ſelves what we have read and heard. This 
leſſon we may learn of the bleſſed Virgin 
the mother of our Lord, Luk. 2. 19. But 
Mary kept all theſe things, and pondered them 
in her heart. 13 
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The ſeventh Coneluſion. 


E W or none believe, cr elſe do not 
nell underſtand and weigh with them- 
ſelves theſe words of Chriſt, Matth. 7. 13. 
Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate; for wide is 
the g'te and broad is the way that leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there be which go in 
' thereat : 14. Becauſe ſtrait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it. This again our 
Saviour repears by the mouth of St. Luke; 
Like 13. 21. Strive to enter in at the ffrait 
gate; Fir many, I ſay unto you, will ſeels 
t) enter in, and ſhall not be able. Auguſt. 
Whoſoever lau2hs at this flith, and there- 
fore will nx believe becauſe he doth nor 
ſee , when that ſhall come to paſs which 
he did not believe, he ſhall bluſh and be 
confounded, he ſhall be confounded. and 
ſeparated from the bleſſed ; he ſhall be ſe- 
parated from the bleſſed; and have his 
portion with the damned. 

Hyeronymus Plautus reports of a certain 
Woman, that hearing Bertoldus a powerful 
Man in the Pulpit inveigh very vehemently 
and bitterly againſt a fin that ſhe knew her 
elf guilty of, fell dowa dead in the Church; 
and after a while by the bleſſing of God 


upon the Prayers of the Congregation. 
coming 
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coming again unto her ſelf, related unto 
them what ſhe had ſeen in this trance, {xy- 
ing thus, Methought I ſtood before God's 
Tribunal, and threeſcore thouſand ſculs 
more with me, called together, from all 
the parts of the Wor'd, to receive their fi- 
nal ſentence: And they were all condem- 
ned and adjudged to Eternal tor ments, but 
only me. Oh! what a fearful thing was 


this! I ſhould hardly believe this Woman's - 


relation, but that I believe Chriſt's aſſe ve- 
ration in the Goſpel, Matt. 7 13. Wide 
Is the gate and broad is the way that leadeih 


to deſtruction, and many there be that gy in 


thereat ; And again, ver. 4. Strait is the g te; 
and narrow is the way that leaseth unto life, 
and few there be that find it, It may ſeem 
ſtrange to flefn and blocd that Gcd the 
Father cf Mercies ſhould paſs the ſentence 
of condemnation upon ſo many, I do not 
ſay threeſcore thouſand? but rhreeſcore 


thouſand thouſand? And what Man would 


believe ir, were he not perſwaded of the 
truth thereof, upon the confideration of 
the ſovereigy and infinite Majeſty of God 
which is offended? the unutterabſe malice 
of fin which is committed, and many evi- 
dent teſtimonies of Scripture by which it is 
plainly proved; Job trembles at it, ſay- 
ing ob 10. 22. A land of darkneſs, as 
darkneſs it ſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, 


without 
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without am order, and where the light is as 
darkneſs, or according to the Latin, where 
here is ng order, and where everlaſting horror 
twelleth. St. Matthew affirms as much in 
he words cf our Savicur, MHatth. 25. 41. 
Depart from me ye cur/ed into everlaſting fire. 
Let us confider theſe things well wich 
cur ſelves, and whileſt we have time ler us 
waſh away our fins with the tears of re pen- 
tance, for fear left God ſuddenly tnarch 
us away, and give us our portion to drink 
wich hypocrites in the bottom'eſs pit ot 
Hell, where there is nothing but weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, where the worm 
never dieth, and the fire never goes out, 
from whence there is no redemption, no 
edemption, I ſay, and again I fay, no re- 
demption; No, not any comfort at all, not 
o much as a little drop of cold, water, I 
che godly themſelves, who are in the ſtare 
af grace and in the favour of God, whoſe 
minds and will be good, if they, I ſay, could 
iafficiently conceive from what grievous 
*0rinents they ſnall be delivered at the day 
of jadgmenr, and into what unutterable 
and unconceivable joys they ſhall enter, 
without doubt they would uſe no delay, 
chey would not let an hour paſs, but out of 
hand they would take their leave of all 
Yanities, ferſake the Wor'd, and leave the 


dead to look after the dead: But as fer 
them 
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themſelves, they would be daily and hourly: 
well imployed about their Maſters buſineſs, 
always ſtudying to pleaſe God, ever laud- 
ing and praiſing him for his goodneſs and 
mercy towards them, in bleſſing them in 
part here in this World, and giving them-. 
an aſſured promiſe of everlaſting bleſſed- 
nels in the world to come, tor delivering” 
them from the torments of Heil, and g- 
ving them entrance into the joys of Hea-- 
ven. It is the ſaying of St. Gregory, The 
evils of this preſent life ſeem the more hard 
unto us, the leſs we think upon the good: 
which ſhall follow hereafrer, And becauſe 
we conſider not the exceeding great re- 
wards which are laid up- for us, therefore 
we count the atflictions of this worid grie- 
vous to he born: whereas if we did lift up- 
our minds, and raiſe our thoughts to the 
contemplation of thoſe things which are 
Eternal, and not ſubject to any change; 
if we would have an eye unto them, and ſet 
our hearts upon them, we would certainly 
count the ſufferings of this life, and what- 
ſoever hath an end, to be as nothing; and 
again, jo in tribulation is a ſong in the 
night: For although we are outwardly 
afflicted with the ſenſe of ſorrows temporal, 
et we are inwardly - comforred with the 
pe of joys Eternal. 12 
Much after the ſame manner — 
t. 
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St. Auguſtine: If thou wouldeſt but ar- 
rend, faith he, unto what chou ſhalt here- 
aſter receive, thou wouldeſt count all the 
ſufferings of this preſent life to be but light, 
and altogether unworchy of the glory which 
thail be revealed. For brethren, (to ſpeak 
of the worth of things) for Eternal reſt a 
Man ſhould be content to undergo Eternal 
labour, and for Eternal joy willingly ſuffer 
Eternal ſorrow: But if the labour and ſor- 
row were Eternal, when ſhould a Man come 
to reſt and joy Eternal? Therefore upon 
receſſity thy tribulation muſt be but Jem. 
poral, that ſo at length thou mayeſt receive 


' a reward which ſhall be Eternal. For hang 


up the. fcales, and put Eternity in one, and 
a thouſand erh in the other: What do [I 
ſay, a thouſand years, yea ten thouſand, 
ea an hundred thouſand, and yet more, 
a thoufand thouſand, they are all too light 
to weigh with Eternity; there is no compa- 
riſon betwixt them. And yet ſurther, to 
make them more light; As they are but 
Temporal, fo likewiſe they are but ſnort 
and of no continuance, they laſt but for a 
few winter-days, when they are at the 
ſhorteſt, or rather but for one day, and 
that a ſhort one; the day of this life wiich 
is ſoon paſt, and they are gone. Though a 
Man there fore ſhould ſuffer all his life long 
even to rhe laſt breath, though he ſhould 

luffer, 
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1 ſuffer, I ſay, labours, griefs, ſorrows, im- 
1 pri ſonment, ſcourge, hunger, thirſt, all his 
4 life long, even to the laſt breath, yet his 
ſufferings are but ſhorr, becauſe his life is 
bur ſhort. For the days of our pilgrimage are 
dut few, though evil, as Facob told Pha- 
roah, Cen. 47. 9. And Jo 14.1. Man that 
is born of a Woman is of few days; though as 
Fob complaineth, full of trouble. And 
Pal. 39. 5. Behold, faith David, thou haſt 


labour, how great a reward! And again, 
St. Auguſtine ia another place, The thoughts 
of God are very deep, Where is the thought 
of God; and whar is his purpoſe; He let- 
teth the reins looſe for the preſent, bur 
after wards he will draw them in. Do not 
rejoyce and ſport thy ſelf, like the fiſh in 
the water, which having got the bait in 
her mouth, p'aycrh up and down, but being 
| truck 


f 
4 made my days as an hand breadth, (and that 
4 is but a ſhort meaſure, andzyet he goeth 
* further) and mine age is as nothing before 
} thee. And as our Life is "wy ſo 1s our 
3 Aſliction light : But it worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
| 2 Cor. 4, When this ſhort life and light 
1 labour is ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 
"3 Life, an Eternal Kingdom, and felicity with- 
of our end: We ſhall be made equal to the 
a Angels, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
4 'Chrift, Rom. 8. 17. On! For how little 
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truck with the hook in the jaws, may be 
pulled up at the fiſhers p!eaſure. The time 
winch feems long unto thee is indeed but 
ſhore, very ſnort. For What is the life of 
Man compared with Eternity? Wouldeſt 
thou be patient and long ſuffering? Con- 
ſider Gods Eternity: Doſt thou only conſi- 
der thine own days, which are but tew and 
ſhorr, and doſt thou think that in them all 
things ſnall be fulfilled? That the wicked 
ſnould be condemned, and the godl 
crowned? Wouldeſt thou have all theſk 
things fulfilled in thy few and ſhort days? 
God ſhall fulfil them in his own time. God 
is Eternal, God is patient and long-ſuf- 
tering : And thou ſayeſt, But I cannot be 
patient and long-fuffering, becauſe I am 
not Eternal, But thou mayeſt be if thou 
wilt: For do but joyn thy heart to God's 
Eternity, and thou ſhalt be Eternal with 
him. If thou beeſt a good Chriſtian, and 
well inſtructed in the fear of the Lord, thcu 
wilt certainly conclude, God hath reſer- 
ved all unto his own judgment, The good 
and godly Men are troubled and afflicted: 
For God chaſtiſeth them as his own Chil- 
dren. Pur the wicked and ungodiy Men 
come into no ſuch trouble and affliction : 
Mor God caſteth them off, and condemneth 
them as aliens. A certain Man hath two 
„ons; He chaſtiſeth the one, and le:teth 
| the 
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the other go without any ehaſtiſement * 
The one, if he goes never ſo little awry is 
preſently buffered, whipped and ſcourged; 
the other, let him do never ſo ill, he never 
hears of ir, he is not ſo much as once re- 
buked for it, What is the reaſon : He that 
15 puniſhed, is the fathers heir; and he 
that goes unpuniſhed is diſinherited. For 
what ſhould the Father do? He fees there 
is rio hope of him, and he that is paſt grace, 
and therefore he lets him alone to do what 
he liſteth. But yer notwithſtanding, che 
fon whici: is ever and anon puniſhed for 
rhe leaſt offence, will be ready ro bemoan 
and deplore his own caſe, and count his 
brother happy which gcerh -unpuniſhed. 
He will, I ſay, unlefz God hath given him 
a wiſe and underſtanding heart, to know 
what maketh for his own good, He will 
be apt to ſay in his heart, My brother fol- 
lowerh all ill courſes, taketh his pleaſure, 
waſteth his means,doth whar ſeemeth good 
in his own eyes, is ever breaking my fathers 
commandment, and hath never an ill word 
for ir. But the caſe is otherwiſe with me: 


At I be but cur of fight never ſo little 


while, if I go but to the next door, if 
do bur ſtep aſide, ſtir but a foot, but an 
inch beyond my bounds, preſently I am 
called in queſtion, Sitrah, where have you 


been; there is no hope of pardon, I am 
ſure 
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ſure to ſmart for it. This is my caſe. And 
| ſay, Thou art in a far better caſe than 
thy brothers; and it thou beeſt not a fool 
thou wilt think ſo too: For in that thou art 
corrected, it is a fign that thou art beſt 
beloved. If thou thinkeſt only upon thy 
preſent ſtate, it cannot but ſeem grievous 


unto thee; But if thou haſt an eye to the 


inheritance which is' reſerved for thee, a- 
gain it cannot but ſeem joyous unto thee. 
For the aſſurance of thy future reward will 


quite take away the ſenſe of the preſent 
Imart. 


Hitherto may be added out of the ſame 
holy Father that which followeth, as the 
ſum of all that hitherto hath been ſaid. 
How great and wonderful is the mercy of 
God! He faith not, Labour thou for ten 
hundred thouſand years together; nor yet 
one thouſand years, nor yet, five hundred 
years. Bur what? Labour whileſt thou 
ſiveſt; it is but for a few years; after 
chat thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch reſt as ſhall 
have no end. Conſider this well with thy 
ſelf, Thou art injoyned to labour but for 
1 few years, and amidſt thy labour art 
not without ſome joy, nor a day paſſeth 
in which thou mayeſt not receive comfort 
and conſolation, But rejoyce not thou 
after the manner of the World, but as 
he Apoſtle exhorteth, Phil, 4. 4. Rejyce 

M in 
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| in the Lord always: And again I ſay, Re- 
-zozce : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce in his 


Word, Rejoyce in his Law, For it is true 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 4. 17, Cur 


Tight afliftiong which is but fir a moment, 


worketh for us a far more exceeding and Eter- 


-n il weight of Glory. Confider what a ſmall 
price thou art to give, but the husk of an 


Acorn, for everlaſting treaſures: The huck 
of thy ſhort labour, for reſt Eternal. Haſt 


thou joy for a time? Do not truſt roo much 


ro ir. Art thou ſad and ſorrowful for a 


time? Do not deſpair of joy and comfort. 
'Neither ler profperity puff thee up, nor ad- 
verſity caſt thee down, God hath promi- 
fed unto thee Eternal Life; Therefore con- 


remn Termpora! felicity. He hath threatned 
Eternal Fire; Therefore contemn all Tem- 
peral ſorrows. 

To conclude then with the ſame Divine 
Author; Let us therefore be in love with 
Eternal Life; and thereby we ſhall=come 


co know how much we ought to labour for 


the obtaining of it; for we ſec that thoſe 
Men which are lovers of this preſent life, 
which is but temporal, and ſnall ſhorcly 
have an end, labour with might and main 
to preſerve and prolong it as long as they 
can. And yet they cannot eſcape death; 
Tor that at one time or other will ſeize up- 


on them. All that they can hope for, is 
but 


* 


.Sa. =» 


kk AG w 


*W ” 


at  E oY mw — -* w 


upon Etermity. 241 


bat to put it off for a little time, When 
death approacheth, then every one is la- 
bouring and ſeeking to hide himſelf, ready 
to give and part with any thing that he 
hath to redeem his life, Ne ſends for the 
Phyſician, he will be ruled by him in any 
thing, he will take any thing at his hands, 
he will ſuffer any thing, Purging, Bleed- 
ing, Cupping, Scarifyinp, and what not? 
You ſee what charge a Man will be at, 
and what pains he will voluntarily endure, 
to live here though but for a ſhore time; 
and yet he will ſcarce be at any charge, 
or take any pains, after this life ended to 
live for ever, Brethren, it ſnould not be 
fo, If there be ſuch labouring and watch- 
ing, ſuch ſending and going, ſuch running 
and riding, ſuch ſpending and paying, 
ſuch doing and ſuffering, to live here a 
while longer : What ſhould we not wil- 
!ingly do and ſuffer to live for ever? And 

it they be accounred wiſe, which labour 

by all means they can to put off death a 


while longer, being loth to loſe a few days; 


what fools are they which live ſo, that 

finally they loſe che day of Eternity. 
Think upon thoſe things well with your 
ſelves, O mortal Men, and foreſee the 
day of Eternity, whether of joy or of tor- 
ment, before ic cometh. For although 
all other things paſs away, yet Eterni- 
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ty ſtill remaineth, and ſhall never pats a- 
"way. 


„* * 


GAA. . 
The Puniſhment of Eternal Death. 


THE Meſjenians had a certain Priſon 
or Dungeon under earth void of 


air and light, and full of Helliſh horror; 


which as it was a moſt diſmal place, ſo had 
it alſo a glorious title; for it was called 
the Treaſure-houſe. This Priſon or Lun- 
geon had no Doors at all to it, only one 
mouth, at which the Priſoners were let 
down by a Rope; and ſo it was ſtopped up 
again with a great ſtone. Into this Trea- 
ſure-· bouſe was Philopemon that great Em- 
perour of Greece caſt, and there by Poyſon 
he ended his life; God hath alſo his Trea- 
ſnre-houſe under earth it I may fo ſpeak: 
Bur, I pray you, what a one is it? It js of 
moſt wicked and ungodly, deſperate and 


damned Men. 


Adiolinus a Tyrant of Padua, (as Jo- 
vius reporteth) had many Priſons ſo in- 
famous for all kind of miſeries and ror- 
ments, that whoſoever were caſt thereinto 
counted their liſe miſery, and their death 
happincſs, Death might come in Boſs 

with- 


þ 
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without knocking, he was ſo welcome un» 
to them, and ſo long looked for. For 
this was their hard uſage, they were laden 
with Irons ſtarved with hunger, poyloned 
with ſtench, caten up with vermine, and 
% in a moſt miſerable manner they lived, 
and dyed at length a long and lingring 
death. There every one was judzed moſt 
mi:terab!e, bur he that was dead and could 
teel no miſery. Whileſt they lived it was 
2 Puniſhment worſe than death ro have 
their habitation amonzſt the dead. For the 
dead bodies lay on heaps rotting amongſt 
the living in ſuch manner, that it might be 
truly laid there, that the dead killed the 
ing. 

Tut the very worſt of theſe Priſons is @ 
Paradiſe, and a moiſt pleaſant place, if it 
be compared wich the infernal Priton of 
Hell. Wharſoever miſcry was ſuffered in 
Aetiolinus his Priſon, in this regard it was 
tolerable, becauſe it was of no long conti- 
nuance, being to laft no longer than a 
hort life, and quite vaniſhing away at 
the hour of death. But the Treaſure- 
1ouſe of the damned, which is God's Pri- 
on, is void of all comfort: The torments 
che reof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Fternal, Death cannot enter in there, 
neither can thoſe that are entred get cut 
again: But they ſhall be tormented for 
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evermore, For evermore? What a fearful 
thing is this; They ſhall be tormented for 
ever more. It was a moſt true ſay ing of Caſ- 


fiodorus, As no mortal Man can apprehend 


or underſtand what the Eterral reward is, 
ſo neither can any Man conceive or ima- 
gine what that Eternal torment is. 

The Perſians had a Priſon into which a 
Man might enter eaſily, but being once in, 
could fer out no more; cr if Fe did, yer 
very hardly Ard therefore it was called 
Lethe, or O3livion, It is an caſie matter 
to deſcend down into He!) ; but to aſcend 
up again it is altogerher impoſſible, Was 
ever any heard to return from Hell? This 
Prifon of Hell is not without juſt c.uſe 
called Lethe, or Oblivion. For God is fo 
unmindful of the damned, that he will 
never remember them to have mexcy upon 
them. Hell is called the Land of OZli1ion 
or forgetfulneſs, and that for two reaſons 
(as a godly and Learned Writer obferv- 
eth.) Firſt, becauſe, faith he, they re- 
member God no more for their good, nei- 
ther have they any memory at all of things 
paſt, bur ſuch as doth afflict and torment 
them. All their pomp and glory, plea- 
lures and delights, are quite forgotten, or 
eſſe not remembred wichour grief and ſor- 
row, Secondly, To thoſe that are in 


this horrid Region, and Lake of fire, . 
EL 
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hath forgotten to be gracious, and merci-- 
tul, neither will he ſend his Angels at any 
rime to miniſter unto them the leaſt com- 
tort: It once in, there is no coming out 
again. For what ſaid Abraham unto the 
ich Glutton frying in Hell; and deſiring 
tim to fend Lazarus to cool lis rongue 
with a drop of water? Between us and you + 
there is a great gulf fixed, ſo that they which 
would pals from hence to you, cannot; nei. 
ther can they paſs to us, that would come from 
thence, Lube 16. 26. Oh gulf full of hor- 
rour and deſpair / Oh Eternity of torments, 
rie very thought whereof is able to make a 
ftout Man quake and tremble! The wick- 
cd and ungodly Men dig their own Graves, 
and dwell therein for evermo/e : But what 
manner of Graves do they dig; They dig 
as deep as Hell, where the rich Gluttou 
was buried, from whence he lifted up his 
-yes in torments and ſaw Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his boſom, Luk. 16. 23. to his 
greater torment. Oh what a terrible 
deep is this ? O what a fearful Grave is 
this“ Who liech here? He that ſuffered” 
Lazarus to lye at his Gate, having no com- 
paſſion on him. How is it with him now? 
He lodgeth in flames of Fire inſtead of his 
ſoft Bed: He is ſcilded wich thirſt, and 
his ſweet Cups are taken from his mouth; 
his Table is removed, and he hath no other 
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Food but Fire and Brimſtone ; he is not 
now dancing and exulting for joy, but 
gnaſhing his teeth for helhfh deſperation. 
They that are ſhut up in Priſon here in this 
World, have hope for their comfort; it 
may be they ſhall be delivered, and redeem- 
ed cut of Priſon: But from Hell there is no 
deliverance, no redemption, no not ſo 
much as any hope ar all, but Eternal de- 
ſperation. | 

It is a ſhorr, but a terrible Sermon that 
God Preacherh by the Prophet Exehiel in 
theſe words, Say to the Firreſt of the South, 
Hear the word of the Lord, Behld, I will 
kindle a Fire in thee, and it ſhall devour eve- 
ry green Tree in thee, and every dry Tree: | 
the flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched, 
Ezeb. 26. 47. How many tall Cedars, 
how many wicked and ungodly Men flou- 
riſh and wax green in chis life for proſper- 
ous ſucceſs in all outward things, and yer 
are dry and withered for want of virtue! 
Hear this therefore every green, and yet 
dry and withered Tree, I will kindle a Fire, 
ſaith the Lord, and the flaming Flame ſhall 
not be quenched, In Hell, whither you 
make ſuch great haſte, there are no Holy- 
days, no Feſtivals, no ſer times in which 
the Fire ſhall ceaſe burning. There is 
Eternal grief, Eternal death, Eterna! for- 


row, without the mixture of the leaſt 


comfort 
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comfort, Night and day there is no reſt, 
nd ſleep at all, but continual watching. 
and waking for grief, and anguiſn, and 
intolerable torments in everlaſting Fire. 
There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented: There 
ſhall you always live, that. you may always 
die. If you will not believe me, be lic ve 
St. Auguſtine, whoſe words are theſe; 
The ungodly, faith he, ſnall live in tor- 
ments: But they which live in torments 
ſnall defire, if it were poſſible, that their 
life were ended. But death hears them 
not, there is none to take away their life; 
their life ſnall never end, becauſe their 
torment ſhall never end. But what faith 
the Scripture? The Scripture doth not ſo 
much as call it life. For life is a name of 
comfort: But what comfort can there be 
imagined in tortures and torments, fry- 
ing and broiling in everlaſting Fire? But 
what doth the Scripture call it; The Second 
death, that is, a death which followeth 
afrer che firſt and natural death which 1s 
common to all Men. But how can the ſe- 
cond death be called a death, ſeeing that 
he that hath part therein never dieth? 
We may better indeed expreſs what it is 
nor, rather than u hat it is. As it cannot 
properly be called à death, ſo it may be 
truly ſaid that it is no liſe: And as con- 
_ cernine 
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cerning them thar have part therein, as 
they cannot properly be ſaid ever to die, 
fo again ir may be moſt truly ſaid that 
they never lire. For ſo to live, that a 
Man ſhall always live in ſorrow and tor- 
ments, is nor to live. Therefore that life 
is no life; but the only life indeed is that 
liſe which is bleſſed; and chat life only is 
blefſed, which is Eternal. Again, we have 
another place in the ſame Father to this 
purpoſe : if the foul liveth in Eternal tor- 
ments, tormented with the unclean ſpirits, 
this is rather to be called Eternal death, 
than Eternal life. For there is no greater 
or worſe death, than that death which ne- 
ver dieth. 

St. Gregory alſo giveth the like Teſtimo- 
ny. In Hell, faith he, there ſhall be 
death without death, and without end, 
becauſe death ever liveth, and the end 
ever beginneth : there death ſhall never 
dic. Oh death, how much ſweeter wert 
thou if thou wouldſt take away life, and 
not compel thoſe to live, who would fain 
die! But ſo it is, the number of the years 
in Hell are without number. It paſſeth 
the skill of the beſt Arithmetician to find 
out the number thereof. God himſelf 
knoweth ne end thereof. After a Thou- 
ſand Thouſand Millions of years paſt, 


there are ſtill as many more to come, — 
when 
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when thoſe alſo are paſt, there are yet 
as many more to come; and ſtill they are 
as far from the laſt as they were at the fitſt. 

It is now above five thouſand years ſince 
Cain that flew his Brother Abel, was caſt 
into the Lake chat burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone; and yet the number of the 
years throughout which ſtill he is to be tor- 
menred, is as great ſtill as it was the firſt. 
day of his torment; and after certain 
Millions of years, the years of his torments 
for cheir number ſhall be nothing dimi- 
niſned: It ſhall be all one as if he were 
caſt into the Fire but this preſent hour. 
And though the rich Glutton mentioned 

in the Goſpel, be tormented two thouſand 
years together, yet ſtill he doth burn, and 
{hall burn for ever; neither ſhall he ob- 
tain ſo much as a little drop of water, 
though he uſe never ſo much intreaty, not 

{9 much as a little drop of water to cool 
his inflamed tongue. 

Theſe things we ofren hear of, and 
when we hear of them, we do but laugh 
at them. Certainly we count it but 2 
light matter to burn in Eternal Fire, Here 
a Man might well ask the Queſtion, 
Where are your tears, O mortal Men, ye 
that are given ſo much to laughing: This 
is our condition: A ſmall loſs if it be but 


42 matter of three half pence, will wring 
| great 
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great ſtore of tears from us: Bur as for an 
infinite and irrecoverable loſs, that we can 
brook eaſily, we can digeſt that with laugh- 
ter. When we are cited to apperr ar the 
Barr of an earthly Judge, then we quake 
and tremble : But as we are going to God's 
Tribunal, (for every day we rid ſome of 
our way, we walk on, ſtep after ſtep, will 
we, nill we; and (yet as we are going) 
we ſport by 'the way, When we go to 
Sea, we are afraid of-Shipwrack . But with- 
out either fear or wit we lanch into the 
deep Sea of Eternity, and mrke but a laugh- 
ing matter of ir. 

It is the wiſh of St. Bernard, Oh that 
Men were wiſe / That they were wiſe! 
Oh that they were wiſe / What then, holy 
Bernard? Oh, then would the Image of 
Eternity begin to be reformed in them; 
then would they order things preſent 
wiſely, judge of things paſt underſtanding- 
y, and foreſee things to come provident- 


Here we have St. Paul's command to 
the Epheſians, and not his wiſh only, for 
his words run in the Imperative mood, and 
not in the Optative: Brethren, See that 


be walk circumſpeſtly, not as Fools but as 
Miſe, Redeeming the time, becauſe the days @ 


are evil, Eph. 5. 154, 16. The great buſi- 
neſ3-of our Salvation, ought circumſpeR- 
| ly, 
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ly, diligently, and carefully to be regard- 
ed of us. Ir is the moſt fooliſh thing in 
the World for a Man having but little time 
allotted him, to ſpend it prodigally in 
vain dclighrs, whereas he ſhould like a 
thrifty Mercham imploy it rather for his 
beſt advantage, to purchaſe a portion in 
bleſſed Eternity, If we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting, playing, and idling, we 
are much deceived, To be telling of Tales, 
or giving ear unto them when they are 
told; to be given to our eaſe, and ſpend our 
time in idleneſs; to be calling for our 
Cups, and ſit ſo long at them till we can- 
not ſtand. This is not to redeem the time. 
But this is truly to redeem the time, to 
give our ſelves to labour and ſtudy, prayer 
and meditation; not for a ſpurt and away, 
but co hold on in this courſe conſtantly 
unto the end; This, I ſay, is truly to re- 
deem the time. It is the. counſel of 
St. Auguſtine, to ſteal ſome time from 
our worldly buſineſs. Will any man ſue 
chee at the Common Law? Be content, 
faith he, to loſe ſomething; that thou 
mayeſt be at leiſure to ſerve God, and nor 
follow Suits: For that which thou loſeſt, 
is the gaining of time. For as thou giveſt 
thy money and buyeſt Bread; ſo be con- 
rent to loſe thy money, that thou mayeſt 


buy reſt, and opportunity to ſerve _ 
or 


for this is indeed truly to redeem the 
time. 


So ought we to ſpare for no coſt, but 


willingly part with any thing to gain an 
opportunity of doing good, ſeeing that the 
days are evil. The days of this life are 
full of ſorrows, griefs, dangers, and 
rentations ; which ever and anon take 
from us the opportunity of doing good; 
fo ſaith Anſelme, But if we let ſlip the op- 


portunity of doing good when it is offered 


and ler our days conſume away in meer 

urpoſes of amendment of life, without 
— them to good effect: from hence- 
forth it is in vain to look for any opporiu- 
nity of doing good; we ſhall not obtain 
one minute of time; our loſs is altogether 
irrecoverable. Our life, faith Wazian- 
zen, is like a Mart or a Fair: When the 
day appointed is once over, there is no 
more buying any commodities, If then 
we will buy any thing, we muſt do it 

uickly, whileſt che Fair laſts: We muſt 
live godlily, whileſt we have time to live. 
We muſt ſerve God, whileſt we are ſtrong 
and able. The Preacher ofren beats upon 
this, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might, Eccle/. 9. 19. The 
Apoſtle often ſpurs us on to lay hold upon 
opportunity, and make good uſe of our 


time. 4s therefore we have opportunity , 
let 
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let us do good to all Men, Gal. 6. 10. For 
now it is high time to awake out of ſleep, 
Rom. 13. 11, Thou {leepeſt, ſaith St. 
Ambroſe, but thy time ſleepeth nor, it 
runneth apace, yea it flies with wings. 
Happy, he, happy they that think upon 
theſe things, to do thereafcer ; that live 
ſo, as at the point of death they will de- 
fire to have lived; to do ſuch things, as 
they will rejoyce to have done when they 
are Tranſlated to Eternity. A light neg- 
let now will prove an Eternal loſs. Whatſo- 
ever we think, ſpeak, or do, once thought, 
ſpoke, or done, it is Eternal, it abideth 
for ever. 


— 


II 
The reward of Eternal Life. 


HE lite in Heaven is lite indeed, and 
the moſt perfect and abſolute life 
of al 


others, in that it is animal, in that 


it is humane, in that it is angelical, yea in 


that it is Divine, There lives the Memory, 
by the perfect remembrance of all things 
that are paſt: There lives the Underſtand- 
ing, by the knowledge and Viſion of God: 
There lives the Will, and enjoyerh all 


manner of good, without fear of loſing — 
n 
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In like manner liveth there the Appetite, 
both that which is called Concupiſcible, and 
that which is called Iraſcible. There live 
all the Senſes, and are filled with delights 
There is heard no ſighing, no lamentati- 
on, no grief or ſorrow, nor ſo much as 
the leaſt ſign thereof, There is the moſt 
fincere and pure ſong of joy, without the 
mixture of the leaſt drop of the Gall of 
bitterneſs and ſorrow, Let the eyes be fi- 
lent, they never ſaw the like; let the ears 
be filent, they never heard the like: Let 
thy heart be ſilent, it could never conceive 
the like to this life. This life includeth 
within it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, 

and all the delights of all lives, 
Auguſt, fenſes, and faculties. St. Au- 
de Civi- guſtine as it were fer on Fire 
tate Dei, with the fervent defire of this 
cap. 30. life, breaketh forth into theſe 


ſhall-be there, where there is the preſence 
of no evil, and the abſence of no good? 
where we ſhall be continually praiſing 
God, who is all in all; Bleſſed are they 
that dwell in thy Houſe; they will be ſtill 
praiſing thee, Pſal. 84. 4. All the facul- 
cies of our ſouls and members of our bo- 
dies being made incorruptible, ſhall be 
ever ſetting forth the praiſe of God. 
There ſnall be true glory and prove 4 

eed. 


words, How great happinc fs 
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deed, where neither he that doth give 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor he 
to whom it is given can be flattered. There 
ſhall be true honour indeed, which ſhall 
be denied to none that is worthy, nor be- 
ſtoved upon any that is unworthy, yea, 
which none chat is unworthy ſhall defire 
or ſeck after; where none that is unwor- 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide, There he 
which is the giver of virtue, ſnall be the 
reward thereof: For he hath promiſed 
himſelf; and what could he promiſe 
grea er and better than himſelf? The 
Prophet Feremy is witneſs of this his pro- 
miſe, in the fe words, I will be their God, 
and they ſhall, be my People, Ferem. 3 l. 33. 
1 will be unto them whatſoever with ho- 
neſty can be defired, I will be unto them 
life, and health, and food, and plenty, 
and glory, and honour, and peace, and 


of theſe words: God ſhall be all in all: He 
fhall be the end of our defires. And one 
great good there is to be found in that 
bleſſed City of God, which is not elſe- 
where to be found, and that is rhis, That 
no inferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperiour, 
but they ſhall be like members of the na- 
tural body compacted together in a friend- 
ly and peaceble manner; where the fin- 


ger deſireth not to be the eye, nor the 
foot 
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foot the head, but every member is con. 
rent with his own place. And a little at- 
rer-faith the ſame Father, there ſhall we 
keep an Eternal Sabbath of reſt, and there 
ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 
Auguſt the Lord is, we ſhall be filled 
de Civi- with his goodneſs. when he ſhai! 
tat. Dei. be all in all. O God my God! 
Thou art Love and Charity, 
Truth and Verity, true Eternity and Eter val 
Felicity. 
Another ſpeaketh unto this life, by way 
of Apoſtrophe, atrer this man- 
Autor, ner, in thee there is no corrup- 
libr. de tion, nor defect, nor od Ape, 
Spir. & nor anger; but pe; petual peace, 
anima. and ſolemn glory, and everlaſt- 
| ing joy, and continual ſolemni- 
ty. There is joy and exultation, there is 
an Eternal ſpring. There is always the flow- 
er and grace of youth and perfect health, 
Non eft in te Heri nec Heſternum: 
Sed eſt idem Hodiernum. 
Tibi ſalus, tibi vita, 
Tibi pax eft infinita : 
Tibi Deus omnia. That is, 
Teflerday was with thee never; 
But to day is preſent ever : 
Thou haſt peace that ever laſteth, 
Health and life that never waſteth; 


God is ali in all. 
Gia. 
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Glorious things are ſpoben of thee, O City 
of God, Pſal. 87. 3. In thee have their 
habitation all thoſe that rejoyce; in thee 
there is no fear, in thee no ſorrow, All 
defires are turned to joys. Whatloever 
a Man can wiſh for is preſent with thee : 
Whatſoever can be deſired, is in thee in 
abundance. They ſhall be abundantly ſatis- 
fied with the fat ne s of thy Houſe; and thou 
ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 
pleaſures, Pſal, 36. 8. For with thee is 
the Fountain of Life ; in thy light ſhall we 
ſee light, 9. When we ſhall ſee thee in 
thy ſelf, and thee in us, and our ſelves in 
tice, living in everlaſting ſelicity, and 
enjoying the bearifical viſion of thee for 
ever. 

And though this felicity be everlaſting; 
yet a Man may obtain it in a ſhort time, 
and with little labour. I have compaſſion 
on the multitude, ſaith our Saviour, becauſe 
they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat, Mark 8. 2. Sweet 
Saviour, doſt thou count it ſuch a matter 
for us to abide with thee three days, and 
eat nothing? And why, fivcer Jeſus, doſt 
thou not rather tell us of the days of Eter- 
nity, and the everlaſting joys wherewith 
we ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? God taketh notice 


of the leaſt ſervice that we perform, and 
| it 
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it is precious in his fight: He telleth the 
very hairs of our heads ; and much more 
then will he tell the drops of blood that are 
ſpilt for his ſake, and put ſthem up in the 
Bottle of his remembrance. 

We may therefore very well cry our wich 
St. Hierom, Oh! How great à biefiednels is 
this, to receive great things Fr 1ma!), 
and Eternal things for Tempora]; and tur- 
ther to have the Lord cur Debtor! But thcu 
wilt be ready ro ſay, it goes hard co be in 
ſufferings every day; and though ali other 
things might eaſily be endured, yet death 1s 
terrible. Chriſtian Brother, Jam aſhamed 
to hear thee ſay fo, it is foohſhiy ſpoken, 
and like a Child. Knoweft thou nor thus 
much? I know that I aſcend ro deſcend, 
flourifh to whither, am young to grow old, 
live to die, and die to hve bleficd Eternal- 
ly. Truſt therefore in the Lord for eder; For 
in the Lord Jehovah + everlaſting flrength, 
Va. 26. 4. 

Again, St, Auguſiine comes into my 
mind, who upon the Words of our Lord 
ſaith thus, Our Lord and Saviour con- 
cluded with theſe words, ſaying, Theſe 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life Eternal, Mutth. 25. 
46. It is life Eternal that is here promiſ- 
ed. Becauſe Men love to live here upon 
earth, therefore life is promiſed unto 

them; 
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them: And becauſe they are much afraid + 
to die, therefore death Eternal is threat- 
ned unto them. What wouldeſt thou 
have? Life; Well, thou ſhalt have it. 
What art thou afraid of? Is it Death? 
Well thou ſhalt not ſuffer it. But they 
which ſhall be tormented in Hell Fire, 
ſhall have a deſire to die; and death ſhall 
fly from chem. To live long therefore is 
no great matter; yea more, Io live always, 
is no great matter; but To live bleſſed, that 
is a thing to be deſired, that is a great mat- 
ter indeed. 

Therefore thou ſhalt live in Heaven, 
and ſhalt never die; there ſhalt thou live 
bleſſed for evermore; for neither ſhalr 
thou ſuffer any evil; neither ſnalt thou be 
in fear of ſuffering it; for there it is im- 
poſſible ro ſuffer any evil. There ſnalt 
thou poſſeſs whatſcever thou canſt deſire; 
and what thou poſſeſſeſt, thou ſhalt de- 
fire ſtill ro poſſeſs: Thou canſt not be caſt 
out of poſſeſſion, and this ſhall ſatisfie 
thee. It was there, that David did ex- 
pect to have his thirſt quenched, and his 
kunger ſatisfied. In thy preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, at thy right hand there are Pleaſures 
for evermre, Pſal, 15, 11. And again, 
My ſoul thirſteth after thee, P/al. 141. 6. 
And yet again, As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs: I ſhall be ſalne 

when 
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when I awake, with thy likeneſs, Pal. 17. 15. 
This is a new and a ſtrange voice for 2 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhed 
with all kinds of Diſhes; and yet as if he 
were hunger-ſtarved he hopes co be filled 
at another's Table; his own Bread and 
his own Wine would nor ſerve his turn, to 
appeaſe his hunger, or roquench his thirſt, 
There was other Bread that he had a mind 
to, and other Liquor that he ſo thirſted 
after, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wa- 
ter of Life. For what is the plenty and 
abundance of all the Kings of the Earth? 
It is nothing elſe but meer want. And 
what is the dainty Fare at their great Ta- 
bles ? Ir is but like the Beggar's Pitcher, 
if it be compared with the Farneſs of God's 
Houſe, and his Heavenly Table. Come 
Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved, 
ſnall the King of Heaven ſay; this Feaſt 
ot mine ſhall never be ended; there ſhall 
come no ſorrow after it; as it is To day, 
ſo it ſhall be Fr ever and ever. Neither 
can St. Auguſtine here contain himſelf, 
but he breaks forth again into this Excla- 
mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſſing all life! 
Oh everlaſting life! Oh life bleſſed for 
ever! Where there is joy without ſorrow, 
reſt without labour, riches without loſs, 
health withour ſickneſs (there is no ſuch 


matter in this life) abundance without 
defect, 
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defect, life without death, perpetuity 
without corruptibility, beatitude without 
calamity; where all good Men are in per- 
fe& charity, where all knowledge is in all 
taings, and through all things; where 
xhe Majeſty of God is ſeen in preſence, 
where the mind of the beholders is filled 
with the bread of life: They always be- 
hold God's preſence, and ſtill they defire co 
behold it; they defire to behold it, and 
yet without anxiety; they are ſatisfied with 
it, and yet without — 

And that thou mayeſt underſtand and 
know, good Chriſtian Brother, that this 
ſuper- excellent Glory, theſe cceleſtial 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom is to be 
bought, hear what the ſame St. Auguſtine 
faich, I have to ſell, ſaith God, 
| have to ſell; come and buy Ecclus. 
it. Lord, what is it that thou 5. 7. 
haſt to ſell? I have reſt; Come 
and buy it. What is the price of it? The 
price is labor. And how much labor is 
Eternal reſt worth? If thou wilt ſpeak the 
truth, and judge aright, Eternal, reſt is 
worth Eternal labor. It is true indeed; 
but do not fear: For God is merciful. 
For ſhould thy labor be Eternal, thou 
ſhouldeſt never attain to reſt Eternal; but 
that thou mayeſt attain at length to reſt 
Eternal, therefore thy labor {hall not be 

Eternal; 
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Eternal; not but that it is worth ſo much, 
but that thou mayeſt at length get the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. Indeed it is worth the price, 
though it be labour Eternal; but that it 


may be purchaſed and poſſeſſed, it is neceſ- 


ſary that the price thereof be but labout 
Temporal. Therefore Chriſtian Brethren, 
let us rouſe up our ſelves, and ſtir up one a- 
nother with this exhortation of St. Auguſtine, 
which here followeth. 

Ler us ſer before our eyes the life which 
1s Erernal, and let us well *confider the 
nature of it, which we ſhall come the bet- 
ter to underſtand, by removing from it, 
whatſoever we account troubleſome in this 
lite. For it is eaſier to find what it is not, 
rather than what it is. And yet it is ſet 


to fale, Thou mayeft buy it if thou wilt, 


Thou ſhalt not need to be much troubled 


or turmoiled about it, for the greatneſs” 


of the price. The price is whatſoever 
thou haſt, and no more, Never examine 
what thou haſt, but conſider what thou 
art. It is worth thy buying, though thou 
eiveſt thy ſelf for it. Give thy leif, and 
thou ſnalt have it. What? Art thou to 
ſell thy felt? Art thou to buy thy felt? 
Behold, ſuch as thou art, if thou canſt be 
content to give thy felt thou ſhalr have 
it. But thou wilt be ready to ſay it may 


be, Alack! I am a wicked Man; and 
ſuch 
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{uch a Man perhaps will not be received 
for good payment: If thou beeſt nor al 
ready good, do bur give thy ſelf, and by 
to doing thou ſhalr become good, and go 
for current, Lo but make a faithful pro- 
miſe to give thy ſelf; and this ſhall make 
thee good: And being made good, thou 
art a price of thy ſelf good enough: And 
chou ſhalt have, as I ſaid, not only health, 
ſafety, life, and fuch like as ſhall have an 
end; but alſo thou ſhalt be freed from 
many miſeries: Thou ſhalt neither be 
wearied nor ſtand in need of reſt, thou 
ſhalt neither hunger, nor thirſt, neither 
increaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young 
nor wax old, becauſe there is no being 
2orn there; for there is full growth and 
ſtature, and the intire and perfect number 
of years. There is no number like unto 
it; For as it hath no need of being aug- 
menred, ſo is there no need of being dimi- 
niſned. Behold what excellent things are 
poken of it / And yet I cannot come near 
telling thee what it is, or what good things 
are treaſured up in it: For, it is written, 
Fye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entred into the heart of Man, 2 Cor. 
2.9, And how ſhould my mouth be able 
to utter What the heart of Man is nct able 
to conceive ? | 
And becauſe we have gone along 
N through 
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/ through Sr. Auguſtine's Books, as it were 
through ſo many pleaſant Gardens, and 
it are now brought at length to the Cceleſtial 
1 Paradiſe, let us ſcal and confirm what hi- 
| therto hath been ſpoken by the teſtimony 
of the fame Father. If we were every 
day, ſaith he, to ſuffer all torments, yea 
the corments of Hell it ſelf, and that for 
.a long time together, to the end that we 
might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and 
have communion and Fellowſhip with the 
Saints; were it not worth our pains and 
Juffering: who would nor ſuffer any ſor- 
row to be made partaker of ſo much good, 
and ſo great Glory? Let the Devils then 
lie in wait for me, let chem aſſault with 
K temptations; let my body be brought 
. down with faſting, let my fleſn be kept un- 
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. der with preſſure; let me be wearied with 
1 labours, let my moiſture be dried up with 
18 watching; let one Man clamour againſt 
8 me, ler another diſquiet me, let me be 

wed together with cold, let me be ſet on 


fire with heat; let my confcience murmur, 
let my head ake, let my breaft be infla- 
med, let my ſtomach be troubled with ven- 
Y toſities, let my countenance wax pale and 
. bleak, let me be full of infirmities; let 
my life conſume away with grief, and my 
years with mourning: Let rottenneſs en- 
ter into my bones, and let it ſpring up like 
6 þ 2 
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2 Fountain under my feet; let all theſe 
miſeries come upon me, ſo that I may 
have reſt and conſolation in the day of tri- 
bulation, and aſcend up unto the people of 
the Lord. For, What ſhall be the Glory of 
the juſt, and how great ſhall the joy of the 
Saints be, when every face ſhall thige as the 
Sun! When the Lord ſhall begin to reckon 
up his people in their diſtinct orders, in his 
Father's Kingdom; and when he ſhall ren- 
der unto every Man according to his works, 
the rewards which he hath promiſed, thar 
is, Heavenly for EartMy, and Eternal for 
Temporal. 

Think therefore upon the days of old, 
and call to mind the years which are yer 
for to come. Think upon Eternity, O 
Man, think upon Eternity); chink upon 
the Eternity of Torment, and the Eternity 
of Joy, which is to follow after this ſhore 
life ended, ard I dare warrant thee, 
thou wilt ucyer complain of any Adverſity; 
thou wilt never ler ſlip out of thy mouth 
fuch a word as this, This is too grievous, or, 
This is intolerable, or, This is too bard 
Thou wilt, I dare ſay, count all things 
caſte and tolerable whatſoever can happen 
in this lite, and thou wilt never be better 
pleaſed, than when thou art moſt afflict- 
ed. | 

It is reported John Moſchus of one 
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Ohmpius, 
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 'Olympius, an old Man of fingular patience 


(who lived cleyſtered up in a Monaſtery 
near ynto Fordan) that he had his mind fo 
bent and fixt continually upon Eternity, 


that he had ſcarce any ſence or feeling at 


all of any temporal forrow cr miſery. For, 
(as he goes on with his ſtory) upon a time, 


as it happened, a certain Religious Man 


turned our of his way to viſit him, and 
finding him in a dark Cell, a place, as he 
thought, uninhabitable hy reaſon of heat 
and ſwarms of Gnats and other Flies; not 
without much admirarion ſpake thus unto 
him. And canſt thou, Ohmpius, endure 
to live in ſuch a cloſe Room, ſo exceeding 
hor, and fo much preſſed with Gnats, and 
{warms of flies? But what did Olympius 
anſwer? And doſt thou wonder at this ? 
1 tell thee, my Son, all theſe are but light 
matters: I count them tolerable, that ſo 
J may eſcape Eternal Torments, which 
are intolerable. I can endure to be ſtung 
by Gnats, that ſo | mayn:t feel the fting 
of Conſcience, and the gnawing of the 
worm that never dieth. This heat which 
thou ſo complaineſt of I can ſuffer cafily, 


When I think upon the Eternal Fire of Hell, 


which is unſufferable. Theſe troubles, it I 
Fay. ſo call them, are but ſhore, and ſhall 
Have an end; bur che torments in Hell are 


without end. Whiiereupon ſaid the other, 
| Cer-+ 
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Certainly, Olympius, thou art lead by the 
ſpiric of wiſdom and truth; ſo wiſely and 
truly haſt thou anſwered, I would there 
were more of thy mind, that would think: 
thus ſerioufly upon theſe things; then cer- 
tainly there would be more than there are 
now adays, that would after thy example 
patiently ſuffer aud endure all things. 


CHAP. III. 
The concluſron of all. 


— 


FF Fuxis, the moſt Famous, for his skill 
amongſt all the Antient Painrers 
that we have heard of, was obſerved to be 
very flow at his work, and to let no piece 
of his go abroad into the World to be ſeen 
of Men, till he had turned it over, and over, 
this ſide and that ſide, again and again, to 
ſee if he could ſpy any fault in it. And be- 
ing upon a time asked the reaſon why he 
was ſo curious, why ſo long in drawing his 
lines, and ſo flow in the uſe of his Pencil 
he made this anſwer, I am long a doing 
whatſoever I rake in hand, becauſe what 1 
paint, I Paint for Eternity. And thus 
ſtands the caſe with all, we Paint alſo for 
Eternity. Whatſoever we do, it ſo belongs 
unto Eternity, chat a Man may truly ſay of 
N 3. . ir: 
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it thus, I write, I read, I ſing, I pray, 
I labour, whatſoever I do, whatſoever I 1 
ſay, wharſoevyer I think, all is for Zterni- 
fy, Now it this be the nature of our 
thoughts, words and deeds, if they ſhall 
remain for all Eternity, we had need have 
a care what we think, ſpeak or do? is 
concerns us to look about us, to mind our 
buſineſs, not to go negligently and ſleepily 
about our work, not co let any thing go 
out of our hands rude and imperfect, but 
to poliſh and perfect it with all the care, 
skill, and induſtry that we can uſe. We 
aint with Zeuxis for Eternity. When 
we have done our works, they are preſent- 
ly tranſmitted to Eternity, to be viewed by 
a moſt judicious and all- ſceing cye, that 
no falt can eſcape; and being viewed 
and cenſured, they are to be committed 
either to be Eternally puniſned, or Eter- 
nally rewarded, What I have ſaid before, 
I here ſay again, becauſe it cannot be 
ſaid too often, though I ſhould ſay it a 
thouſand times; whatſoever we think, 
ſpeak, or do, once thought, ſpoke, or done, 
it is Eternal, it abideth for ever, 

Will you hear what Sr, Gregory faith ? 
In all our actions, we muſt uſe great care 
and circumſpection, we muſt well weigh 
and conſider with our ſelves, what it is 


that we take in hand, and to what cad * 
| 40 
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to it, that our minds be nor ſet upon any 
thing that is Temporal, but upon thoſe 
things which are Eternal. Therefore in 


2 thy actions labour to be perfect. Pray 


for Eternity, ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for 


**;-rnity, contend for Eternity, labour for 


Eternity, $9 live to God that thou 
mayeſt live with God; ſo live on Earth, 
that thou mayeſt live in Heaven; ſo 
hve for Eternity, that thcu mayeſt live to 
Eternity. 

Hear alſo what Sr. Bernard ſaith. Our 
works do not paſs away as ſoon as they are 
done (as they may ſeem to do) but as 
S-eds ſown in time they riſe up to all Eter- 
nity, The fooliſh Man which hath no un- 
detſtanding, will wonder to ſee ſuch a plen- 
tiful increaſe rife up of ſuch little Seeds, 
be it good or be it evil, according to the 
nature of the Seed which is ſown. But he 
that is wife will ponder theſe things, and 
count no fin little: For he hath an eye ſtill 
not to that which is preſent; but to that 
which is to come; not to that which is 
ſown, but to that which is reaped ; not to 
that which is done in time, but o that 
which remains to all Eternity. 

Oh the dangerous and miſerable mad- 
neſs of the Sons of Adam! God created 
us unto the poſſeſſion of Infinite and E- 
ternal goods: And why are we carried 
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then with che whole bent of our affections, 
ro thoſe things which are flirting and va- 
niſhing? God made us heirs of Heaven 
and Eternal poſſeſſions: And why do we 
fo miferably intangle our ſelves in our va- 
nities, and run headlong to deſtruction? 
Let us be wiſe in tima, let us lock well to 
our ſteps, let us make ſpeed on the wav of 
Eternity: Let us ſo live that we may live 
to Eternity. The way thicher 1s ſhore and 
narrow, but the term thereof is very 
large. 

But O miſerable and fooliſh Men that 
we are! We fain would obtain Eternal - 
hfe, but we are loth to tread in the way 
that leads to it: We fain would be there; 
but we will not take pains to go thither, 
Every Man deſires to be bleſſed. There 
is no Man, ſaith St. Auguſtine, of what 
condition or degree ſoever he be, but 
have a de ſire after that life which is bleſſed 
for ever. Thretore that life is the com- 
mon Haven at which all Men defire to ar · 
rive; but all Men know net how to ſteer 
their courſe arigh!, It is a thing which all 
Men without controver ſie would fain poſ- 
ſeſs; but how to compals it, what courſe 
to take, which way to go, that is the 
point they cannot agree upon. We may 
ſeek it long enough upon Earth; and it is 


2 Queſtion, whether we ſhall ever find ic 
or 
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or no. Not that I condemn the ſeeking of 
t, but the not ſecking of it in the right 
place. One is of opinion that the Soldiers 
lite is moſt bleſſed. But another denies 
that, and ſays, the life of the Husband- 
man is moſt bleſſed. And again, this ano- 
ther denies, and ſays, that the Lawyers 
life is moſt bleſſed; and he gives his rea- 
ſon for it: For the Lawyer is worſhipped 
by the people, and is much ſought unto, 
he is ever taking of Fees and pleading . 
Cauſes, | 

And again, this another denies,', and 
ſays, the Judges life is moſt bleſſed: For 
he hath power of hearing cauſes and de- 
ciding them. And yet again, another de- 
nics this, and ſays, the Merchants life is 
moſt bleſſed: For he ſees divers Countries, 
learns many faſhions, gathers together 
much Wealth. You fee, dearly beloved, 
in ſo many ſeyeral kinds of livesthere is 
not any one to be found, that will pleaſe 
all. But the life bleſſed for ever, that is it 
which pleaſeth all. 

Bleſſedneſs therefore is not ro be expe- 
cted here, but is to he ſought for elſewhere, 
and never to be found out, but by a good 
and godly death. Ungodly Men them- 
ſelves defire to die the death of the Godly, 
but they will not live the life of the Godly : 


For to die well is the way to Felicity; bur 
N 5 to 
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to live well is matter of labour; and yer 
that is not to be obtained without this. 
Eternity depends upon death, and there is. 
no dying well without living well. Chuſe 
which thou wilt, lite or death. If thou 
liveſt well, thou canſt not but dye well; 
and it ſhall be well with thee for ever; It 
thou liveſt nor well, thou canſt not hope 
to die well, but it will be ill with thee for 
ever. | 

Not many years ago a Man of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, than. 
Religion in his heart, being asked what he 
thought of the ſtrict lives of the Religious, 
and * looſe lives of the licentious, which 
he eſteemed beſt; anfwered thus, I could 
wiſh to live like the licentious, but to dye 
like the Religious. Some wit there might 
be in his anſwer, but I am ſure there was 
little Religion in ir. He had ſpoke like a 
Chriſtian Man, if te had ſaid thus, I deſire 


to live the life of the Religious, that my 


end may be like his. Balaam could ſay, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my laſt end be like his, Numb. 23. 10, But 
he had ſaid a great deal better, if he had 
ſaid thus, Let me live the life of the righte- 
ous, that I may die the death of the righteous, 
and that my laſt end may be like his. For 
whoſoever liveth the life of the Godly, 


| ſhall be ſure to die the death of the Godly : 


And 


— 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the un- 


godly, ſhall be ſure to die the death of the 
ungodly: Once he ſhall die, but that once 


ſhall be always, and that always for ever 
and ever. OL 


A cerrain Soldier being called in queſtis | 


on by Laniachus a Centurion, for ſome 


miſdemeanour or other committed in the 


Camp, earneſtly deſired pardon for that 
once, and promiſed never ro-offend in the 


like kind again: But the Centurion made 
him this anſwer, In bello, bone vir, non 
licebit bis peccare: Oh Sir, know you thus. 
much, there is no offending in War twice. 
Fur in death (ala:!) there is no offend- 
ing once; there is no hope of pardon, 
once dead and always dead. He that dies 
once ill, is damned for ever. There is no 
returning again to life, to amend what is 
done amiſs. There is no appealing from 


the ſentence of condemnation, if it be 


once paſſed. As death leaves a Man, ſo + 
judgment findeth him; and as judgment 


leaves him, ſo Eternity findeth him. 


It is the ſaying of Iphicrates, that it is - 


Ss + 


ſhame for an Emperour at any time to ſay 


with the fool, Non putaram, I did not 
think it: But it is a greater ſhame for 2a. 


Chriſtian Man to fay, Non putaram, I did 
not think there had been ſuch a difference 


between à chaſt life, and a * | 
e 


of 
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life, I did not think that Eternity was to 


follow after this life, I did not think that 
IT ſhould have died fo ſuddenly. Alaſs “ 
alaſs / How ſleepily do we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity) Whereas the nature 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at any time that we ſhall 
live for any time, no not fo much as for 
one minute, when as we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from hence, and yet 
are moſt uncertain at what hour we ſhall 
depart; and when that hour ſhall: come, 


then alſo we ſhall ſeem not ſo much to 


have lived, as to have poſted unto death in 
a moment. Here we are but as ſojourners 
iQ 4 ſtrange Land, and not as Citizens in 
our own Country; we are but Tenants at 
will, and nor Free-holders : Will we, nill 
we, we muſt depart, Fir here we have no 


' continuing City, but we ſeek one to come, 


Heb. 13. 14. 

The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hea- 
then become, and ſuch as ruled the Beaſts 
upon the Earth, that hoarded up Silver a d 
Gold, and made no end of their getting * 


Baruch 3. 16, 17. Do they retain and 


keep their Kingdoms and their glory ſtill ? 


Not ſo; For thus ſaith the Prophet, an- 


ſwering his own queſtion, They are vaniſh- 


ed, and gone down to the Grave, and others 
are 


Ss 


, * 
a "PM a1 


© : 


„ . , EE. 4 


* 
« 


4 . 
"=" OM 
* . 


upon Eternity. 275 


are come up in their ſteads. They are vaniſh= 


ed, ſaith the Prophet; For they were bur 
ſojourners and no Citizens; they are gone 
and others are come up in their ſteads; their 
Houſes are let our to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelves, and gone down to the 
Grave, But if the queſtion be asked again, 
Where are the Princes of Heaven, whoſe 
dwelling is above the ſeventh Sphere,where 
are they 2 Ir may be anſwered likewiſe, that 
They are alfo vaniſhed, and others are come up 
in their ſteads ; but they are tranſlated to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, there to a- 
bide for ever, without all fear of being 
diſpoſſefled. | 

Let us Crown our ſelves with Roſe-buds, 
Wiſd. 2.8, Sing thoſe Men of moſt looſe 
and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe- 
buds? Becauſe the beauty and ſmell of 
them is gone in one day, and they are wi- 
thered: And ſuch fading Crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly periſh; 
But as for the Bleſſed, it is not fo with 
them; bur they are Crowned with Jewels 
and precious Stones, whoſe beauty never 
faderh. The Woman mentioned in the 
Revelation had upIn her head a Crown, not 
of Roſe- buds of the Garden, not of Jews 
els of the Sea, but of the Stars of Heaven. 
As then the Heavenly orbs are incorrupti- 
ble, fo like wiſe they that inhabit them are 
10COT? 


a 
FT 


oy Ws 
— — — Wim, — 
— m * 


_—_— 
Nn. month Confileration 


incorruptible, they are not ſubject to any 
change, they are immortal. The Righte- 
ous live for evermore, Wiſd, 5. 15. All 
worldly things are tranſitory, but heavenly 
things are everlaſting. Here are we wea- - 
ried with labour,” but there ſhall we be. 
refreſhed with Eternal reſt. Why do we 
ſeek for reſt before our labour is ended ? 
We arc yet upon the Stage: Therefore 
we muſt act our parts. We have to deal 
with potent Enemies; therefore we muſt 
be always prepared to Fight: We are 
ſtill in our race; therefore we muſt hold 
out to the laſt. Let us then ſo act our 
arts, that the Angels may rejoyce to be 
peftarours: Let us fo Fight that we may 
win the Crown; let us ſo run, that we may 
obtain. | | 
Well, ſaith St. Gregory, if we well conſi— 
der with our ſelves what and how great 
things are promiſed unto us in Heaven, all 
things on Earth will ſeem vile unto us: 
For what tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, 
or what heart conceive, how great the 
Joys de in that City which is above? Where 
we ſhall bear a part in the heavenly Nuire 
wich Angels evermore lauding and praiſing 
God; where we ſhall be in God's preſence, 
and fee him face to face; where we ſhall 
behold light incomprehenſible ; where we 
ſhall have the priviledge of heavenly Saints 
and 


a 
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and Citizens, to be for ever incorruptible. 

Methinks I find my mind inflamed and ſer ; 
on Fire, whileſt I am ſpeaking of theſe 


joys, and methinks it ſhould ſer on fire all 
that hear ir. Methinks it ſhould ſo work 


upon us all, that even now we ſhould moſt . 


earneſtly and ardently deſire to be there, 
where we hope to be for ever hereafter, 
But thus much we muſt know, that there 
is no coming there without much labour. 
It is not I, but Paul the Preacher that 
ſaith it, 4 Man is not Crowned, except be 
firive lawfully, 2 Tim. 2. 5. Let then the 
greatneſs of the reward encourage us and 
prick us forward; and let not the labour 
and pains, the ſhorr labour, and the little 
pains, hinder. us or keep us back. We 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on with per- 
ſeverance; we muſt not fo much confider 
the roughneſs of the way, as the bleſſed 
Eternity which is the end thereof. And 
this the ſame holy Father declares moſt - 
excellently, ſaying, This is a ſpecial badg 
and cognizance of the ele, that they 
know how to carry themſelves in the way 
of this preſent lite in ſuch manner, that 

by the certainty of hope they are aſſured, 
that they have attained unro a great pitch, 
inaſmuch as they ſee all tranſitory things 
far beneath them, and for the love of 


Eternity trample all ſublunary things _ : 
cr 
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der their feer. And this is it which the 
Lord ſpeaketh by the mouth of his hol 
Prophet, ſaying unto every ſoul that fol- 
loweth him, Iwill lift thee up above the high 
places of the Earth. For as for lofles, re- 
proaches , poverty , diſgrace , and ſuch 
like, theſe are, as I may ſo call them, 
the lower places of the earth, which the 
lovers of this Werld, as they walk through 
che plain of the broad way, do not love to 
come near, bur keep off as far as is poſſi- 
ble. But as for gain and profit, the fawa- 
ing and flattering of interiors; abundance 
of Tiches, honours, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the earth, 
which whoſoever is worldly- minded, and 
hath ſetled his affections on things here be- 
low, he, I ſay, eſteemed highly; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great : But whoſoever is 
keavenly-minded, and hath ſettled his af- 
fections on things above, he, I ſay, e- 
ſteemeth them nor; becauſe to him they 
ſeem what they are, that is, vile and baſe, 
For az it is with a Man going up a high 
Mountain, ſti!} the higher he goes, rne 
lower he ſees the carth beneath him: So 
it is with him whoſe converſation is in Hea- 
ven; the higher he mounts from the earch 
with the wings of pious cogitations, the 
ſarther he flies from the earch with the 


wings of his affections, He knows that 2ʃʃ 
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the glory of this World is nothing, and 
therefore his thoughts and affections are 


altogether upon another World. This is 


the Man that is lifred up above the bigh pla- 
ces of the Earth, 

You have heard what Sr. Gregory faich; 
Ic will not be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe what St. Auguſtine faith, 
What is that? It is a Leſſon worth our 
learning, That which we muſt loſe, faith 
he, one time or other upon neceſſity, it is 
wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in time, that 
we may purchaſe thereby the reward of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long in- 
deed, he lived in health; but Deut. 
at length be died. Methuſelah 34. 5. 
lived longer than he; but it fol- Gen, 3. 
lows, And he died. This is, ot 27. 
ſhall be every Man's Epitaph, 

Et mortuus eſt, And he died. For we muft 
needs die, and are as water ſpilt upon rhe 
ground, 2 Sam. 14. 14. But the foul is 
immortal, it is Eternal, it ſhall live for 
ever, either in Eternal glory, or elſe in 
Eternal tarments, Here our lot is caſt in 
which Eternity we ſhall ; have part, and 
there is no revoking it, Oh blefied Eter- 


- 


*,. nity, Oh Eternal blefſedneſs! How comes 


+ it to paſs that ſeldom or, never we think 
upon thee : or if we do at any time, we 
do it bur upon the by? How comes it to 


paſs, 
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paſs, that we do not labour more for thee» 
that we do nor ſeek for thee, that we arc 


not ſolicitous for thee. O Lord God, o- 


— thou our eyes, that we may ſec and 
now what Eternity is, both that of glory, 
and that other of torment, and how infi- 
ne both; how bleſſed the one, and how A 
miſerable the other. Thou haſt created 
us unto thee, thou haſt created us unto 
Eternity : For thou art Eternity, Thou 
wouldeſt have us be partakers of thy Eter- 
nity; Lord, let it be according to thy will. 
Thou haſt ſaid it; Lord, let it be accord- 
ing to thy word. Thou haſt promiſed; 
Lord, make good thy promiſe ; Make us 
partakers of thy Eternity, Grant that we 
may ſpend the ſhort moment of time 
ranted to us here in this life; Grant, we 
eech thee, that we may ſpend it in 
ſuch a Religious and Godly manner, as 
Men. that labour for Eternity, contend for 
Eternity, ſuffer for Erernity. To this end 
cauſe thy Miniſters ofren ro call upon us 
to think ſtill upon Eternity; make us call 
one upon another in every place to think 


upon Eternit), that fo by thy mercy we 


may Reign with thee, O Exterrity, and as 
many as it is poſſible may be kept from 
periſhing everlaſtingly. Hear this ye Chri- 
flians all, hear it ye Pagans, hear it ye 


Kings and Princes, hear it ye Germans, 
hear 
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hear it ye French, hear it ye Engliſh, yea, 
ler all the World hear it. There can be no 
ſufficient ſecurity, where there is danger of 
lojing Eternity. | 
Oh long, Oh profound, Oh botromleſs, 
Oh Eternal Eternity! Bleſſed are they, O 
Tord, that dwell in thy Houſe ; they ſhall be 
fill praiſing thee, Pſal. 84. 4. They ſhall 
praiſethee throughout infinite myriads of 

Ages. 

Mies being near unto his death, com- 
mending unto God in his Prayers his peo- 
le Hrael: and bleffing them, thus took 
is leave of the Tribe of Aſber, and ſaid, 
Let Aſher be bleſſed with Children let him 
be acceptable to his Brethren, and let bim 
dip his foot in Ol. Thy ſhoes ſhall be Iron 
and braſs ; and as thy days, ſo ſhall thy 
' firength be. There is none like unto the God 
of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in 
thy help, and in his excellency on the Sky... 
The Eternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlaſting arms, Deut. 33. 24, 
25, 26, 27. Thus God ſtretcheth forth 
the arms of his power throughout Heaven 
winfinitely : And by his arms all the World, 
all time, and all things in the World are 
diręcted, guided and governed. So God 
from the beginning, yea, from the Eter- 
nity of his predeſtination, hath carried in 
his breaſt all the Godly, and doth pore 
m 
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them daily and hourly, and as it were em- 
braceth them with his arms. Aſcend 
therefore, O my Sou], and have no more 

to do with earth and clay. Stretch forth 
thy ſelf, and aſcend up unto him that ri- 
deth upon the Heavens; aſcend up unto 
thy God, whoſe dwelling is in the higheſt 
Mountains, thoſe Mountains of Eternity: 
There ſhalr thou fic in ſafety, and behold 
. the earth beneath: And ſo ſhalr thou plain 

Jy perceive how little and of none eſteem 
all things are here below, which now 
ether ſolicite thee with love, or ter- 
rifie thee with fear; thou ſnalt plainly per- 
ceive what a ſmall thing it is, wharſoever 
is contained within the Centre of the World, 
that little Globe or point of eartii; thou 
ſhale plainly perceive hom that all things 
created are vain, weak , ſhort, vile, yea, 
vrnity it ſelf, yea, rather meer nothing in 
teſpect of God and of Eternity). There- 
fore ſeek thou after the only true and ſo- 
veraign good, and regard not other things. 
Truſt in God, rely on him, open thy heart 
wide to entertain him; tread under the 
feet of thy affections whatſoe ver is under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever allure ch 
thee with ſmiles, or terrifieth thee with 
frowns, think upon Eternity, and always 
keep in mind that excellent ſaying of 


St. Hierome, no labour muſt ſeem hard, 
no 
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no time muſt ſeem long, all the while we 
are ſeeking after Eternal glory. 

It is reported by Sr, Hierome, that there 
was upon à time a certain Camel haunted 
by an evil Spirit, which being brought be- 
fore Hilarion, a devout and godly Man, 
began to rage in ſuch a ſtrange and terrible 
manner, as if it would preſently have de- 
voured him : But the Holy Man nothing 
afraid, ſpake thus -unto the evil Spirit, 
Do not think to fright me, thou evil Spirit, 
although that thou haſt got a Camel on 
thy back; it is all one to ine whether thou 
comeſt in a Camels skin, or in a Foxes 
Skin : And preſently the fierce Camel fel] 
down before him, and became very tame 
and gentle, to the great laughter of all 
thoſe that ſtood by. Such are all flatte- 
ries, fawnings, allurements, and tenta- 
tions of this World; ſuch are all fears, 
frowns, frights, and terrors. What doſt 
thou hope for? Whar doſt thou fear? 
What doſt thou love? He that rideth up- 
on the Heavens is thy helper; he (hall 
embrace thee with his everlaſting arms. 
With thoſe arms of his he is able to fetter 
all thine Enemies, whether they fawn or 
frown upon thee; he is able at a beck to 


| fqueeze them in pieces like ſo many flies, 


and break chem in pieces like a Potters 


Veſlel, Doch the pleaſure then of luſt, 
| or 


* 


284 De winth Conſideration 


or gluttony, or intemperance ſolicite thee? 
Thar is nothing: Be not moved at it, paſs 


it by, regard it not; think rather upon the 


pleaſures which ate Eternal. Art thou 
terrified with threats, oppreſſed with ſor- 
rows, paſſed by with contempt, afflicted 
with ſickneſs, tired out with poverty ? All 
theſe are a matrer of nothing. The more. 


violent theſe are, the ſhorter while they 


will laſt: Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from whence cometh thy 
help, lookup to Heaven, think upon Eter- 


- nity, There ſhall no evil happen unto the juſt, 


Prov. 2. 21, 

Herat. Si fractus illabatur orbis, 
Carm. Impavidum ferient ruinæ. 
lib. 3. 


Od. 3. The juſt Man ſhall not be afraid, 


Though Heaven fall upon his head. 


Therefore the juſt Man is never ſorrow- 
ful: No tribulation doth ever aflault him. 
Bur are not the tribulations of the juſt ma- 
ny? Lea, but yet they make nothing ot 
them. That only they count evil which 
is Eternal, which ſeparateth a Man from 
God, as fin dorh, and eternal death which 
is the wages of fin. The Preacher of the 
Gentiles bids us Look not at things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are not 


upon Eternity. © 285 


ſeen. Why fo? For faith he, The things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are-Eternal. The things 
which are nor ſeen, the things which are 


Eternal, choſe are the things which are 


great indeed, whether they be good, or 
whether they be evil. 

But whileſt we look only at the things 
which are ſeen, and ſeldom or never at 


the things which are not ſeen, what do 


we make of our ſelves but great and fosliſh 
Boys? Great, but yet fooliſh; at the beſt 
but Boys. If the Ice fall out of our hands 
we preſently fall a crying, and yet that is 
ſuch a thing that we cannot hold long: We 
are frighred at ſhadows, and dream of 
great matters; we fpend our ſelves on 
lueh things as not only ſnall ſhortly paſs 
away for certain, bur are already paſſing 
away : For it is not faid, The figure, or 
the faſhion of this World ſhall paſs away, 


in the Future. 1 Cor. 7. 31. But, 


faſhion of this World paſſeth away, in the 
Prefent. It is paſſing away already. As 
all the goods which we enjoy here are but 
tranſitory, fo all the evils which we ſuffer 
here are but tranſitory; that cannot con- 
tinue long. Thoſe things which are not 
ſeen, and thoſe only have a permanent 


ſtate, they know no end, they have no term, 
they are not ſubje& to any change, they 
are 


— 
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are firm, they are immoveable, they 


are Eternal. I repeat it again, what 1 
faid a little before, for it deſerves to be te- 


peated a thouſand and a thouſand times; 


no labor muſt ſeem hard, no time muſt 
ſeem long, all the while we are ſeeking at- 
ter Eternal Glor . 

- Symphorianus, a Chriſtian young Man, 
after that he was almoſt ſcourged to death, 
as he was dragged to Execution at Aug» 


| flodunum, met his Mother upon the way; 


Bur how? Not tearing the hair from her 
head, or rending her Cloaths, cr laying 
open her Breaſts, or making gricvous la- 


mentations, as the manner of fooliſn wo- 


men is to do: But carrying her ſelf like an 
Heroical and Chriftian Lady. For ſhe 
cried our, and called unto her Son, and 
ſaid, Son, my Son, I ſay, remember life 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thine 
eyes to him that reigreth there. Life is not 


talen from thee, but is exchanged for a better. 
At which words of his Mother, the young 


Man was ſo exceedingly animated, that he 
went willingly to Execution, and chear- 
fully like a ftour Champion laid down his 
head upon the block, and expoled his 
throat to the fatal Ax. | 

Hear this, O Chriſtians all, and re- 
mem ber your ſelves, This is the caſe of 


every Man living; we are” on our way to 
death; 
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fore us, they call unto us from Heaven, 
and ſay as the Chriſtian and couragious 


Mother faid unto her Son, as he was book 
bo 


to Execution, Remember life Eternal, 

up to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to him 
that reigreth there. 
fore like a Symphor 
feſt thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian, Do nct 
hang back, be nor loth to go, withdraw 
not thy neck from the Yoke, nor thy ſhoul- 


ders from the Croſs ; be not afraid to ſufs 


fer for Chriſt, be not afraid to die for 


Chrift, be not afraid ro eat Fire, or to 
devour the Sword for the name of Chriſt. 


Here ſhew thy ſelf a Man, take good cou- 


rage, pull up a good heart. And when 
thou art at any time tempred, when thou 


art grieved, when thou art made ſorrow- 


ful, when thou art vexed, when thou art 
deſpiſed, when thou are made a laughing 
ſtock, when thou art diſgraced, when thou 

art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when it is with 
thee as it was with Job upon the Dunghi), . 


or, if it can be worſe, then call to mind 


Symphorian, and a thouſand more four . 


Chriſtians ſuch as he was, and learn of 


them Chriſtian courage and magnanimity, 3 
0. and 


&. 
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death; we go not ſo faſt, ir may be, as 
SHmphnrianss did; bur yer, we are all go- 
ing, and we have not far ro go. The No- 
ble Armies of Martyrs which are gone be- 


Carry thy ſelf there- 
ian, whoſoever profeſ- 
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and boldly and freely break forth into 
theſe words, and repeat them often : 
Whartſoever I ſuffer here, is but a Modi- 
cum, it is but ſnhort. Farewel then all the 
World, and all the things that are therein: 


And welcome to me, art welcome, 
ETERNITY. 


Of Eternity there is 
uo 
FINIS. 


